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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman  : 

Alderman  E.  SHELLEY,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  J.  A.  Leckie,  J.P. 


Councillor  A.  Brockhurst,  J.P. 
Councillor  D.  Cartwright. 
Councillor  W.  D.  Forsyth. 
Councillor  T.  E.  Haden. 
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*  Co-opted  Members. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 

a  JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 
o  N.  E.  CHADWICK,  M.D.,  B.Chir.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

a  M.  C.  SCRACE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

School  Medical  Inspector  : 

a  LENA  ADAM,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

School  Dentist : 

a  EDWARD  J.  TUCKER,  L.D.S.  (Resigned  31/8/29). 
a  HENR'V  MOOR,  L.D.S.  (Appointed  1/10/29). 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer  : 

a  §A.  M:  STUART,  F.R.C.S. 

Public  Analyst  : 

§F.  E.  THOMPSON,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

*fARTHUR  THOMAS  HUBBLE. 


Assistant  Inspectors  : 

*|ERNEST  F.  B.  A.  MINER  (Chief)  Meat  Inspector. 

*CHARLES  A.  STANSBURY  (Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards). 

*|JOHN  SAVILLE  (Bloxwich  and  Leamore  Wards). 

*  WILLI  AM  J.  WOODWARD  (Bridge  and  Caldmore  Wards). 

*  VERNON  L.  ROBERTS  (Birchills  and  Pleck  Wards).  (Resigned  31  8  29.) 
*IDW  AL  W.  RICHARDS  (Birchills  and  Pleck  Wards).  (Appointed  14  10  29.) 
f JONATHAN  HOLDSWORTH  (Temporary).  (Appointed  10/6/29.) 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives  : 

a  +*Mrs.  A.  SAUNDERS,  H.V. 


Health  Visitors  : 


JMrs.  E.  A.  DOLMAN  (appointed  28/10  29). 
JMiss  M.  E.  FORD  (resigned  28  2/29). 

:  M  E.  C.  JONES. 

**  E.  M.  O'KELLY. 

**  A.  QUICK,  H.V. 
t  ..  A.  E.  ROGERS, 
n  G.  N.  SADLER. 


o  Miss  M.  S.  SCOTT  (Cert.  Bd. 

(Resigned  31/3,  29).  of  Educ.). 

a  I  Mrs.  M.  TAYLOR. 

**at  Miss  R.  P.  TAYLOR 

(appointed  12  8  29). 

a  J  Miss  E.  WIDDOWSON. 

**  a  :  M  z.  K.  WILKINS. 


School  Nurses  : 

Mrs.  M.  EVANS.  |  a  Miss  F.  SAUNDERS. 

School  Dental  Nurse  : 

a  Miss  B.  L.  BENNETT. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF — continued. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital  : 

t  Matron;— Miss  E.  WILKINSON. 

Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium  : 

a  Matron  —  Miss  E.  A.  BRADSHAW,  R.R.C. 

Secretary  Dispenser  : 

a  Miss  G.  COTTERELL. 

Clerical  Staff  : 

a  Chief  Clerk; —  P.  SHOESMITH. 

Clerks : 


N.  AULIFFE. 
a  Miss  A.  M.  TURNER. 
F.  WEBB. 


H.  ARCHER. 

G.  LEEDER. 

M.  E.  A.  TURNPENNY  (Temporary). 


(Appointed  10/6/29). 


§  The  V.D  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Analyst  are  part-time  Officers. 

*  Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
t  Certificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

+  Certified  Midwife. 

**  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

a  A  contribution  to  the  salaries  of  these  Officers  is  made  from  Exchequer  Grants. 


7 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  o?  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  or.  :re  Health  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1 929. 

This  Report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  Circular  1  >.4>5  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  is  termed  an  “  ordinary  ”  report,  as  distinguished  from  the 
Survey  Report  furnished  in  1925. 

The  population  as  at  June  30th,  1929,  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  100,100,  a  dedine  of  100  on  the  popuL.no n  for  1928. 

The  Birth  Rate  once  more  shows  a  decline,  being  LG  /  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  against  20.27  in  1928,  and  an  average  of  ALA  dunng  the  past 
five  years. 

The  number  of  marriages  shows  a  further  increase.  be:r.n  1 ,264  as  against 

1,252  in  1928,  and  1,167  in  1927. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  an  increase,  being  15.12  per  1 .000  as  against 
12.10  in  1928,  and  12.74  in  1927. 
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The  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  shows  a  decrease  over  that  of 
last  year,  being  1.20  as  against  1.29  in  1928,  whilst  the  death  rate  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  has  risen  from  1.03  in  1928  to  1.04  in  1929. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  151  deaths,  or  1.51  as  against  77  or  0.77  per 
1,000  in  1928.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  severe  epidemic  of  Influenza  which 
prevailed  during  the  last  week  in  February  and  the  whole  of  March.  The 
deaths  from  Influenza  alone  were  121,  or  1.21  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  against  II  or  0.1  1  in  1928. 

Full  particulars  of  this  epidemic  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report 
in  the  section  devoted  to  Infectious  Diseases. 

Bronchitis  accounted  for  124  deaths  as  against  69  in  1928. 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  caused  124  deaths  —  a  death-rate  of 
1 .24  as  against  1 23  deaths  in  the  previous  year. 

Two  very  important  and  interesting  events  took  place  during  the  year. 
The  Manor  House,  Bloxwich,  after  being  altered  and  fully  equipped,  was 
opened  on  July  23rd  as  a  Municipal  Maternity  Hospital,  the  opening  cere¬ 
mony  being  performed  by  Dame  Louise  Mcllroy. 

That  the  Maternity  Hospital  has  justified  itself  is  undoubted,  every  bed 
being  occupied  on  several  occasions  during  the  year,  and  what  is  still  more 
pleasing,  it  has  appealed  to  those  for  whom  it  was  primarily  intended. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the  Foundation  Stone  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Goscote,  which  had  been  postponed  from  the  previous  November,  was 
formally  carried  out  by  Alderman  Hucker,  Chairman  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  28th  June,  1929. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  Health  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees  for  their  kindly  consideration  and 
encouragement.  To  all  the  members  of  my  staff  I  am  also  indebted  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  and  valued  assistance. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May,  1930. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Births 

1  Legitimate  . . 

1,910 

948 

962 

1  Illegitimate  . . 

69 

35 

34 

Birth  Rate  19-77 

Deaths 

1,514 

778 

736 

Death  Rate  15-12 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth — 

From  Sepsis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

From  other  causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  births — 

Legitimate  96.34.  Illegitimate  202.90.  Total  100.05. 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  44 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  . .  . .  29 


Coroner’s  Inquests. — 1 12  Inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  (77  males  and  33  females) —  13  under  the  age  of  one  year,  15 


between  the  ages  of  1  and  16  years,  and  82  from  16  years 

Post-Mortem  Examinations  ordered  by  Coroner 

and  above. 

49 

Summary  of  Inquests. 

M. 

F. 

Death  by  Murder 

. .  — 

1 

m  Suicide 

..  12 

3 

ii  Manslaughter  and  Infanticide  . ’. 

. .  — 

— 

ii  Want,  Exposure,  etc.  .  . 

. .  — 

— 

ii  Excessive  Drinking 

. .  — 

— 

ii  Want  of  attention  at  Birth 

..  1 

1 

ii  Accident  or  Misadventure 

..  33 

10 

ii  from  Natural  Causes 

..  30 

18 

Stillborn 

..  I 

2 

Open  Verdicts 

. .  — 

— 

77 

35 

Inquests  on  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  (Accidental) 
Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly-born  children 


2 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7,483 

Population  j  At  . .  . .  . .  96,926 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  Census  ..  ..  ..  19,344 

Number  of  Families  ..  I  1921.  ..  ..  ..  20,728 

Population  (1929)  Estimated  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  100,100 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1929)  ..  ..  ..  22,612 

Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  £400,648 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  £1,536 

Population  per  acre  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13-38 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4-43 

Number  of  Marriages  in  Walsall  Registration  District  . .  . .  1 ,264 


Marriages. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Marriages  this  year,  1 ,264  taking 
place,  whilst  last  year  1,252  were  contracted. 

Births. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was 
2,008,  of  which  994  were  males  and  1,014  were  females.  These  are  the 
crude  figures,  and  allowance  has  to  be  made  for  births  to  non-residents 
occurring  in  Walsall,  and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the  latter  were  tem¬ 
porarily  staying  in  some  other  town. 

The  correct  figures  are  :  Males  983,  Females  996  ;  giving  a  new 
total  of  1 ,979  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  1 9.77  per  1 ,000.  Of  this  number 
69  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared  with  53  during  1928. 

The  average  Birth  Rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  20.80. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Births  registered  (crude 
figures)  in  the  Borough  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1st  quarter 

275 

270 

545 

2nd  n 

272 

272 

544 

3rd  „  . 

226 

264 

490 

4th  m 

223 

205 

428 

Total 

09G 

1,011 

2,007 

Table  I 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH.  -  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages  under  One  year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

I  2-3  weeks 

to 

<D 

CJ 

£ 

m 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1  &  un.  3  months 

3  &  un.  6  mths. 

6  &  un.  9  mths. 

9  &  un.  12  mths.  I 

I 

Total 

deaths 

under 

one 

year. 

Bloxwich. 

Leamore. 

Bjrchills. 

Hatherton. 

Paddock. 

Bridge. 

U 

u 

Ed 

a. 

Caldmore. 

I 

All  Causes — Certified 

52 

14 

8 

k 

5 

79 

32 

34 

25 

28 

198 

15 

40 

37 

22 

17 

27 

21 

19 

Uncertified 

•  • 

t 

Measles  . . 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

15 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Common 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

.. 

- 

.  , 

,  . 

*• 

.  . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  . 

1 

1 

5 

10 

5 

3 

24 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

i  5 

4 

3 

Prematun  Birth 

35 

4 

6 

2 

47 

4 

51 

6 

9 

10 

5 

3 

5 

6 

7 

Congenital  Defects, 

Atelectasis,  Malform- 

tions  . . 

8 

! 

9 

3 

12 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Congenital  Debility, 
Sclerema  and  Icterus. . 

3 

4 

1 

.. 

8 

4 

3 

.. 

15 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

3 

Percentage  of  Develop- 

mental  and  Wasting 

Diseases 

90  38 

64  29 

87-59 

6000 

83-54 

5625 

4  06 

40  00 

39  29 

61-11 

Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

2 

! 

' '  1 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  and 

Pneumonia  . . 

1 

I 

2 

4 

ii 

13 

12 

42 

5 

10 

7 

5 

6 

2 

3 

4 

Other  Causes 

5 

4 

1 

10 

9 

5 

1 

2 

27 

6 

8 

! 

2 

2 

7 

2 

Totals 

52 

14 

8 

5 

79  : 

32 

34 

25 

28 

198 

15 

40 

37 

22 

17 

27 

21 

19 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year —  Legitimate,  1.910  ;  illegitimate,  69. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  184;  Illegitimate  Infants,  14. 


Table  II 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at 
occu 

the  subjoine 
rring  withir 

d  ages  of  “  Residents  ”  whether 
or  without  the  District. 

WARDS. 

Net  Deaths  at  all  Ages  of  “  Residents  "belonging 
to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 
the  District. 

Total  Deaths  whether  of  “Resi¬ 

dents”  oi  “Non-Residents”  in 
Public  Institutions  in  the  District. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

C/j 

<V 

GO 

< 

< 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  un.  2  yrs. 

|  2  and  un.  5  yrs. 

5  and  un.  1 5  yrs. 

!  1  5  and  un.  25  ys. 

25  and  un.  45  ys. 

45  and  un.  65  ys. 

. 

c/) 

>> 

c 

3 

-TJ 

C 

<3 

tTN 

sO 

75  and  upwards. 

Eloxwich. 

Leamore. 

Birchills. 

Hatherton. 

Paddock. 

Bridge. 

Pleck. 

Caldmore. 

Enteric  Fever 

*  *  1 

Small-Pox 

.  . 

.  . 

,  , 

.  . 

,  . 

,  # 

Measles  ..  ..  ..  t. 

27 

4 

14 

7 

2 

12 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

.  , 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  . 

•  . 

.. 

Whooping  Cough 

44 

15 

16 

13 

2 

4 

8 

11 

2 

7 

7 

3 

4 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

15 

'  * 

1 

10 

4 

•• 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

10 

Influenza 

121 

5 

.9 

9 

1 

7 

16 

34 

21 

19 

19 

22 

17 

6 

12 

10 

16 

19 

13 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

*  * 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

2 

I 

1 

•  .  . 

.  . 

.  . 

' 

1 

! 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

105 

.  . 

1 

7 

16 

44 

34 

3 

9 

15 

14 

9 

16 

9 

15 

18 

14 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

16 

2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

1 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease.  . 

124 

2 

12 

57 

43 

10 

12 

21 

22 

8 

21 

9 

12 

19 

43 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

1 

,  , 

1 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

Diabetes 

17 

.  , 

1 

1 

10 

4 

1 

2 

3 

.  . 

1 

3 

3 

5 

8 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

67 

2 

22 

26 

17 

10 

12 

10 

9 

4 

4 

8 

10 

14 

Heart  Disease 

235 

.  . 

5 

2 

15 

74 

79 

60 

14 

25 

41 

22 

23 

30 

40 

40 

36 

Arterio  sclerosis 

28 

.  . 

4 

16 

8 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

3 

Bronchitis 

124 

4 

5 

2 

1 

7 

15 

37 

53 

5 

12 

21 

15 

18 

14 

29 

10 

57 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

151 

38 

29 

17 

4 

3 

15 

27 

12 

6 

10 

25 

32 

14 

20 

10 

20 

20 

43 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

18 

I 

1 

5 

8 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

4 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

5 

.  . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea,  etc. 

35 

24 

5 

2 

1 

1 

.  . 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

7 

4 

15 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

5 

1 

2 

2 

•  . 

2 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

6 

*  * 

.  . 

,  , 

.  . 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

19 

1 

1 

9 

7 

1 

2 

7 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

14 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.. 

. .  ! 

2 

1 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

8 

•  , 

.  . 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

2 

.  . 

i 

1 

6 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion.  Premature  Birth 

80 

78 

,  . 

1 

1 

7 

18 

17 

8 

5 

7 

9 

9 

17 

Suicides 

18 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

7 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2  1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

40 

3 

4 

5 

2 

6 

10 

4 

6 

2 

4 

10 

3 

5 

4 

8 

4 

25 

19 

IQ 

^  r 

^  in 

l 10 

VJtncT  Ltetined  diseases 

\  w 

Z** 

D 

V 

Z/ 

O  1 

O  j 

jU 

1/ 

20 

-** 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

-  .  . 

1 

•• 

1 

1 

•• 

1 

All  Causes 

1514 

198 

86 

73 

43 

50 

166 

365 

00 

oo 

kM 

245 

118 

230 

249 

139 

179 

160 

224 

215 

479 

Table  III 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1929  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

Population 

estimated 

to 

Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the  District. 

Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District. 

v  X 

Nett. 

Under  1  year  of 
of  Age. 

At  All  Ages. 

Number 

Rate 

of 

Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of 

Residents 

not 

registered 
in  the 
District. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births. 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1! 

12 

13 

Birth  98,192 

1918 

Death  87,635 

2033 

2035 

20-72 

1735 

19-95 

54 

89 

222 

110-55 

1787 

2C-39 

Birth  96,591 

1919 

2107 

2C98 

21-71 

1345 

14-50 

69 

76 

224 

103-36 

1352 

14-58 

Death  92,724 

1920 

96,419 

2977 

2987 

30-97 

1261 

13-07 

43 

67 

3C0 

100-77 

1285 

13-32 

1921 

98,800 

2768 

2765 

27-98 

1307 

13-23 

56 

71 

312 

112-83 

1322 

13-38 

1922 

99,890 

2539 

2530 

25-32 

1291 

12-92 

66 

63 

241 

94-91 

1288 

12-89 

1923 

100,400 

3335 

2342 

23-32 

1175 

11-70 

45 

43 

220 

93-93 

1173 

11-68 

1924 

101,500 

2375 

2356 

23-31 

1220 

12-01 

70 

59 

184 

78-09 

1209 

11-91 

1925 

102,300 

2248 

2257 

22-06 

1377 

14-43 

63  . 

76 

260 

115-19 

1390 

13-58 

1926 

102,100 

2149 

2154 

21-09 

1155 

11-31 

92 

71 

180 

83-56 

1176 

11-51 

1927 

102,080 

2144 

2125 

20-83 

1277 

12-51 

81 

104 

205 

96-47 

1300 

12-74 

1928 

100,200 

2048 

2031 

20.27 

1210 

12.08 

98 

100 

187 

92.07 

1212 

12.10 

1929 

ICO, 100 

2003 

1979 

1977 

1516 

1514 

78 

76 

1S8 

ICO  05 

1514 

1512 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  j 

(exclusive  of  area  . .  7,483 

covered  by  water  I 


I  At 

Tctal  Population  at  all  ages  . .  96,926  Census 

I  of  1921. 


Table  IV. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH, 

1929. 


As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Sex. 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

M. 

778 

103 

36 

37 

19 

26 

91 

211 

154 

101 

F. 

736 

95 

50 

36 

24 

24 

75 

154 

134 

144 

1 .  Enteric  Fever 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Small-Pox 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Measles  .  . 

M. 

8 

1 

4 

? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

19 

3 

10 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Whooping  Cough 

M. 

19 

6 

8 

5 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

25 

9 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Diphtheria 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

9 

— 

1 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Influenza 

M. 

63 

4 

5 

7 

1 

3 

13 

16 

7 

7 

F. 

58 

1 

4 

2 

— 

4 

3 

18 

14 

12 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  .. 

M. 

58 

— 

— 

1 

3 

5 

21 

26 

2 

— 

F. 

47 

— 

— 

— 

4 

11 

23 

8 

1 

— 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  .. 

M. 

10 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

F. 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

M. 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

26 

19 

1 

F. 

73 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 

31 

24 

9 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Diabetes  . . 

M. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

— 

F. 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

1 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

M. 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

16 

9 

F. 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

10 

8 

16.  Heart  Disease 

M. 

113 

— 

— 

2 

1 

8 

43 

41 

18 

F. 

122 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

7 

31 

38 

42 

17.  Arterio-Sclerosis 

M. 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

12 

6 

F. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

18.  Bronchitis 

M. 

69 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

6 

11 

18 

28 

F. 

35 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

4 

19 

25 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  . 

M. 

82 

24 

11 

8 

— 

3 

10 

15 

8 

3 

F. 

69 

14 

18 

9 

4 

— 

5 

12 

4 

3 

20.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

M. 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

— 

1 

F. 

7 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

M. 

25 

17 

4 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

F. 

10 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M. 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . . 

M. 

10 

— 

1 

1 

4 

4 

— 

F. 

9 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

M. 

— 

—  _ 

— 

F. 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 

F. 

8 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

7 

— 

28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

M. 

41 

40 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

F. 

39 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

29.  Suicide 

M. 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

3 

1 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

M. 

30 

— 

— 

3 

5 

1 

6 

9 

3 

3 

F. 

10 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

31.  Other  Defined  Diseases  ..  .  .■* 

M. 

87 

8 

— 

2 

4 

5 

7 

23 

15 

23 

F. 

112 

16 

3 

1 

4 

4 

12 

22 

12 

38 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

1 

Table  V. 

BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

during  the  Year  1929. 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 

Table  SHOWING  Death-rates,  ETC.,  IN  WALSALL,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  107  Great  Towns,  157  Smaller  Towns 
and  London.  (The  rates  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1929.) 


Annual  Death-Rate  per  1 ,000  Civilian 
Population. 

Rate  per 

1,000  Births. 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

Birth-rate  pep 
1 ,000  Total 
Population. 

All  Causes. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

(under  2  years). 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year. 

Causes  of  Death 

certified  by 

Registered 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Inquest  Cases. 

Certified  by 

Coroner  after 

P.M.,  no  inquest 

Uncertified 

Cause  of 

Death. 

England  and  Wales 

16-3 

13-4 

001 

000 

0  08  0  02  0-15 

0-08 

0-74 

0  55 

8-1 

74 

91-5 

61 

1-5 

09 

107  Great  Towns,  including 
London  (Census  Populations 
exceeding  50,000) 

16-6 

13  7 

001 

000 

012  0  02  019 

009 

0-76 

0-50 

10-9 

79 

91-8 

5-8 

1-9 

0-5 

1 57  Smaller  Towns  (Census  Popu¬ 
lations  20,000 — 50,000) 

160 

12-3 

001 

000 

0  06  0  02  0-15 

007 

* 

0  71 

0  45 

5-9 

69 

92-6 

54 

1-0 

10 

■** 

London 

157 

13-8 

001 

000 

0  04  0-02 ,  0-26 

008 

0-69 

0-56 

10  7 

70 

89-5 

6-8 

3-7 

00 

WALSALL  . 

19  77 

15-12 

000 

000 

0-27  000  0-44 

015 

1-21 

0-58 

14-7 

100 

92-6 

7-4 

O 

o 

00 

Table  VI. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1929. 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality. 

At  Ages 

—  Years. 

1 

2 

3 

HD 

4 

-c 

w. 

5 

H3 

6 

7 

8 

-d 

9 

10 

d 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  All  Ages. 

Under  1 . 

1  to  2. 

2  to  3. 

3  to  4. 

4  to  5. 

o' 

o 

ITS 

O 

o 

15  to  20. 

20  to  35. 

35  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Bloxwich  War 

Leamore  War 

Birchills  War 

Hatherton  Wa 

Paddock  War 

Bridge  Ward. 

Pleck  Ward. 

Caldmore  War 

Manor  Hospit 

Walsall 

General  Hos 

Total 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Small-Pox 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Cholera  (C.)  Plague  (P.)  .. 

Diphtheria 

67 

— 

3 

6 

4 

6 

23 

9 

3 

12 

— 

1 

— 

5 

12 

5 

II 

8 

13 

6 

7 

— 

59 

Erysipelas 

54 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

11 

6 

28 

4 

6 

3 

9 

4 

10 

5 

9 

8 

— 

~ 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

120 

— 

2 

6 

9 

7 

64 

19 

8 

4 

1 

— 

— 

6 

19 

16 

14 

II 

5 

1 1 

37 

i 

19 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

— 

Continued  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

31 

2 

23 

6 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

1 

4 

2 

8 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  . . 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

•i 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

24 

24 

3 

4 

2 

3 

2 

— 

7 

3 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  . 

188 

— 

1 

1 

— 

19 

11 

34 

66 

28 

26 

2 

12 

30 

36 

20 

22 

8 

28 

32 ; 

i 

— 

— 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

55 

2 

7 

3 

1 

2 

21 

6 

5 

6 

— 

2 

— 

4 

12 

7 

5 

6 

6 

8 

7  ' 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
it  Influenzal 

425 

21 

21 

13 

10 

II 

34 

19 

33 

76 

53 

94 

40 

52 

88 

60 

34 

38 

31 

49 

73 

— 

— 

Malaria 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

503 

21 

25 

25 

28 

50 

311 

29 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

43 

91 

45 

14 

74 

34 

35 

167 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

1480 

69 

60 

54 

52 

76 

474 

94 

96 

210 

96 

153 

46 

134  264 

188 

107 

177 

106 

163 

340 

i 

— 

90 

ISOLATION  Hospitals. — Enteric  Fever  Hospital,  Hospital  Street,  Walsall ;  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich  ; 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay  ;  and  at  the 

Fever  Hospital,  West  Bromwich. 


Deaths. 


The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  1,516,  giving  a 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  15.14  (an  increase  on  the  previous  year, 
when  we  had  1,210  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  12.08).  If  we  exclude  the  number 
of  persons  (78)  dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include 
(76),  those  belonging  to  the  Borough  dying  beyond  the  Borough  we  have  a 
correct  number  of  1,514,  giving  a  death  rate  of  15.12.  The  average  death 
rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  13.01 . 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages,  of  residents  belonging  to 
the  Borough  : — 


At 

all 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1  and 

under 

2 

2  and 

under 

5 

5  and 

under 

15 

15  and 

under 

25 

25  and 

under 

45 

45  and 

under 

65 

65  and 

under 

75 

75 

and 

upw’ds 

1514 

108 

80 

73 

43 

50 

160 

365 

288 

245 

Vaccinations. 

The  number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  Public  Vaccinators 
during  1929  was  428.  Number  of  statutory  declarations  of  conscientious 
objection  made  during  the  same  period  was  1,419. 


12 


Table  VII. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


RETURN  of  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1929,  and  of 
Deaths  from  the  Diseases  notified. 


Cases 

Notified. 

Deaths 

Registered. 

Small  Pox 

5 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

503 

— 

Diphtheria 

67 

15 

Erysipelas 

54 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

120 

— 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

31 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

188 

105 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

55 

16 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

24 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

— 

1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  'j 

425 

272 

ii  Influenzal  n  . .  . .  . .  . .  J 

Malaria 

1 

— 

E)ysentery 

— 

— 

13 


CAUSES  OF  ILLNESS. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  1929,  120  cases  o!  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 
as  compared  with  107  in  1928  and  I  19  in  1927.  The  cases  were  evenly  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  year. 

Thirteen  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  West  Bromwich 
or  Cheslyn  Hay. 

The  disease  has  remained  of  the  mild  type  which  has  characterised  it  of 
recent  years,  there  being  no  deaths,  and  none  in  1928. 

The  average  yearly  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  five  years 
has  been  1 .5  per  1 ,000. 

Diphtheria. — 67  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  399  in  1 928  and  344  in  1 927.  The  cases  were  evenly  distri¬ 
buted  throughout  the  town. 

During  the  first  quarter  40  cases  were  notified,  10  during  the  second 
quarter,  8  during  the  third  quarter,  and  9  during  the  fourth  quarter. 

There  were  15  deaths  from  the  disease,  as  against  42  deaths  in  1928, 
a  case  mortality  of  22.4  per  cent,  as  against  10.53  per  cent,  in  1928,  and  1  1 .3 
per  cent,  in  1927. 

The  campaign  for  Schick-Testing  and  the  immunisation  of  susceptible 
children  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  all  the  schools  in  the  Borough 
being  visited.  A  total  of  1,815  children  and  13  adults  were  tested,  including 
481  children  and  8  adults  who  were  re-tested.  Of  those  tested  for  the  first 
time  721  children  and  1  adult  were  found  to  be  susceptible  to  Diphtheria, 
692  children  and  I  adult  receiving  a  full  course  of  immunising  doses. 

Detailed  particulars  of  this  very  successful  and  important  branch  of 
preventive  work  will  be  found  in  my  report  as  School  Medical  Officer  to 
the  Education  Committee. 

Since  we  commenced  this  work  in  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
autumn  of  1927,  4,165  children  and  122  adults  have  been  Schick-tested, 
2,406  children  and  57  adults  being  found  to  be  positive,  and  2,314  children 
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and  53  adults  have  received  a  full  course  of  immunising  doses.  The  after 
histones  of  all  these  children  have  been  carefully  kept,  and  although  we  have 
passed  through  a  very  severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  of  all  those  fully  immunised,  only  two  children  have  developed  the 
disease. 

SMALLPOX.— Five  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year, 
one  case  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  4  during  the  last  quarter, 
there  being  two  outbreaks  during  November  and  December,  no  connection 
being  traced  between  the  two. 

All  the  cases  were  treated  in  the  Sneyd  Lane  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the 
five  cases,  four  had  not  been  vaccinated,  the  fifth  case  being  an  adult  of  46 
who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  but  not  since. 

Chickenpox. — Chickenpox  was  notifiable  throughout  the  year,  503 
cases  being  notified  during  the  year.  All  unvaccinated  cases  were  visited  by 
a  member  of  the  medical  staff. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  was  notified  during  the 
year,  the  patient  recovering. 

Measles. — 152  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  first  quarter 
from  the  schools,  42  in  the  second  quarter,  16  in  the  third  quarter,  and  42 
in  the  fourth  quarter,  a  total  of  205  cases. 

There  were  27  deaths  from  Measles  during  the  year,  25  of  those  being 
in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years. 

Whooping  Cough. — 392  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  from 
the  Schools  during  the  year,  217  in  the  second  quarter. 

There  were  44  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  during  the  year,  all  in  child 
ren  under  the  age  of  5  years. 

Mumps. — 299  cases  of  Mumps  were  notified  from  the  Schools  during 
the  year,  235  cases  in  the  first  quarter. 
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INFLUENZA  AND  PNEUMONIA. 

The  epidemic  of  Influenza  which  was  so  prevalent  throughout  the 
country  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  made  its  appearance  in  Walsall 
about  the  middle  of  February,  and  reached  its  peak  during  the  week  ending 
March  2nd. 

Influenza  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  so  that  we  have  no  evidence  of  the 
actual  number  of  cases  occurring ;  the  notification  rate  of  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  and  Primary  Pneumonia  serves,  however,  as  a  very  good  index 
of  the  prevalence  and  severity  of  the  disease. 

During  the  four  weeks  ending  16th  February,  only  12  cases  of  Pneu¬ 
monia  had  been  notified  ;  during  the  week  ending  February  23rd,  however, 
29  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified,  followed  by  76,  52,  42,  16,  in  the  four 
weeks  following. 

The  epidemic  came  to  an  end  about  the  last  week  in  March,  subsiding 
as  quickly  as  it  had  arisen.  The  severity  of  the  disease  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following  tables,  which  show  the  deaths  from  Respiratory  diseases  during 
the  period  the  epidemic  was  prevalent. 


Week  ending 

Influenza  and 
Influenzal 
Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia 

and 

Bronchitis. 

Total. 

February  23rd,  1929  .. 

8  , 

18 

26 

March  2nd,  1929 

25 

31  * 

56 

March  9th,  1929  .. 

34 

35 

69 

March  16th,  1929 

24 

25 

49 

March  23rd,  1929 

8 

13 

21 

March  30th,  1929 

7 

10 

17 

Total  . . 

106 

132 

238 
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The  Death  Rates  from  Influenza  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  from  other 
respiratory  diseases,  and  the  total  death  rates  during  the  same  period,  are 
given  in  the  following  table. 


Week  ending 

Influenza  and 
Influenzal 
Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia 

and 

Bronchitis. 

Total 

General 

Death  Rate. 

February  23rd,  1929 

4-08 

9-17 

29-57 

March  2nd,  1 929 

1275 

15-80 

45-88 

March  9th,  1929  .. 

17-33 

17-84 

54-04 

March  16th,  1929 

12-22 

12-74 

42-82 

March  23rd,  1 929 

4-15 

6-75 

24-39 

March  30th,  1929 

3-63 

5-19 

25-43 

The  highest  death  rate  during  any  one  week  was  recorded  in  the  week 
ending  March  9th,  when  the  total  death  rate  was  54.04  per  1 ,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion. 


During  the  Influenza  epidemic  of  1918,  the  highest  death  rate  in  any  one 
week  was  recorded  during  the  week  ending  November  30th,  1918,  when  the 
death  rate  reached  the  high  figure  of  83.07,  and  in  the  week  ending  December 
7th  was  70.02. 

During  the  year  425  cases  of  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  or  Primary 
in  type  were  notified,  as  against  160  in  1928  and  214  in  1927.  There  were 
151  deaths  due  to  this  cause,  as  against  77  in  1928  and  128  in  1927,  a  death 
rate  of  1 .50  per  1 ,000  as  against  0.77  in  1 928  and  1 .25  in  1 927. 

There  were  121  deaths  from  Influenza,  74  being  in  persons  over  the  age 
of  45  years,  and  23  under  the  age  of  5  years.  Of  the  deaths  from  Pneumonia 
84  were  in  children  under  the  age  of  5  years  and  45  in  persons  over  the  age  of 
45  years. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  COUNCIL. 

1.  Tuberculosis.— Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium,  39  beds. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Royal  Cripples’  Union,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  our  cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis, 
six  beds  being  reserved  at  The  Woodlands,  additional  beds  being  provided 
as  required. 
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2.  Maternity. — Certain  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  also  certain 
of  those  cases  necessitating  surgical  interference  at  confinement  are  received 
at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Council,  who  bear 
the  cost  of  their  treatment.  Maternity  Hospital,  Bloxwich,  1 1  beds. 

3.  Children. — Nil. 

4.  Fever. —  1  1  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  West  Bromwich,  and  2  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever  are  treated  when  necessary  at  Hospital  Street. 

5.  SMALLPOX. — 5  cases  of  Smallpox  have  been  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 

6.  Diphtheria. — 32  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  treated  at  the 
Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street,  22  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  West  Brom¬ 
wich,  and  1  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  and 
Homeless  Children  in  the  District. — None  except  that  which  comes 
under  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  two  motor  ambulances  have  been 
provided  and  are  kept  at  the  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is  kept 
at  the  Fire  Station. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Three  School  Clinics  are  provided — at  Bradford  Street,  Littleton 
Street,  and  at  Field  Road,  Bloxwich. 

Bradford  Street.  Doctors’  days — Monday  and  Wednesday  afternoon  ;  a 

nurse  in  attendance  each  morning,  and  Tuesday  and 

Thursday  afternoons. 

f 

Littleton  Street.  Doctors’  days — Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoon  ;  nurse 

in  attendance  each  morning. 

Field  Road.  Doctors’  days — Friday  afternoon;  nurse  in  attendance 

Monday  and  Wednesday. 
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The  Dental  Clinic  and  the  Eye  Clinic  are  both  held  at  Bradford  Street. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Ablewell  Street. 

Monday, 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurses’  Day. 

Friday, 

2-30— 4-30  p.m.  .. 

Doctor’s  Day. 

Field  Road. 

Tuesday, 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurses’  Day. 

Thursday, 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m.  . . 

Doctor’s  Day. 

Littleton  Street. 

Wednesday,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Doctor’s  Day. 

Friday, 

2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 

Nurses’  Day. 

Milton  Street. 

Monday, 

2-30— 4-30  p.m.  .. 

Doctor’s  Day. 

Tuesday, 

2-30— 4-30  p.m.  .. 

ii  ii 

Thursday, 

2-30— 4-30  p.m.  .. 

Nurses’  Day. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Ablewell  Street. 

Monday, 

10  a.m. 

Doctor’s  Day. 

Milton  Street. 

Friday,  2nd  &  4th  in  each  month.  10 

a.m.'i  " 

Field  Road. 

W  ednesday, 

10  a.m. 

it  ii 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  4,  St.  Paul’s  Terrace. 

Open  each  day  9  a.m. —  1  p.m.  ;  2-15 — 5-30  p.m. 

Medical  Clinics,  Monday  afternoon,  Wednesday  morning,  Thursday  even¬ 
ing  (1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  6-30 — 8  p.m.),  Friday  morning. 

V.D.  Clinic,  Walsall  General  Hospital. 

Open  for  Males,  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  7-30  to  9  p.m.,  Wednesday  4  p.m. 
Open  for  Females,  Thursday,  4-0 — 5-30  p.m. 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ..  Tuesday,  10  a.m. —  1  p.m. 

Thursday,  10  a.m. —  1  p.m. 
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SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home — 

(a)  General — Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None. 

Midwives. — There  are  31  practising  Midwives  in  the  district,  none  of  these 
were  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Authority. 

Walsall  General  Hospital. — A  Voluntary  Institution. 

Manor  Hospital. — Guardians  of  the  Poor. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Hospital,  Bloxwich. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

During  the  year,  586  specimens  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  1,153  swabs  for  the  presence  of  B.  Diphtheria  were 
examined  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  St.  Paul’s  Terrace. 

All  other  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  undertaken 
by  the  Birmingham  University. 


CHEMICAL  WORK. 

i 

All  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  for 
particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  reference  should  be  made  to  his 
report,  pages  133-137. 


( 
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LOCAL  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  &c.,  RELATING  TO 
PUBLIC  HEALTH, 

IN  FORCE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 
Local  Acts. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1890. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1914. 

The  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Act  Amendments  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  secs  34  35 
37,  44.  45,46,  50,51. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  II.  [less  Secs.  13,  17,  18,  19, 
20],  Part  III.  [less  Sec.  39]  Parts  IV,  V.). 


Bye-Laws. 

Slaughter-houses. 
Houses-let-in-Lodgings. 
Common  Lodginc  Houses. 
New  Streets  and  Buildings. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  has  been  adequately  maintained,  and 
the  quality  has  been  found,  on  analysis,  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  The  water 
is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  V  ater  Works  Company,  and  with  the 
exception  of  34  houses,  which  draw  their  supplies  from  wells,  the  whole  of 
the  Borough  is  connected  with  the  mains  of  the  Company.  Water  from  the 
piped  supply  has  been  obtained,  and  the  analysis  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Organisms  per  c.c.  at  37  c.  =  8 
Organisms  per  c.c.  at  20  c.  ~  10 
Organisms  indicative  of  I  Absent  from 
Sewage  contamination  I  100  c.c. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  of  pollution  of  streams  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year,  97%  of  the  houses  are  drained  to  public  sewers,  and  the 
sewage  is  treated  at  the  various  outfall  works. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewerage  Disposal  Works  are  situate  at  Brockhurst  Farm,  Beechdale, 
and  the  Roughs,  where  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  bacteria  beds  or  land 
treatment. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Privies. 

Further  reduction  in  the  number  of  privies  has  been  made  :  a  total  of 
44  privies  has  been  dispensed  with,  29  being  converted  to  water  closets,  and 
15  others  demolished  and  properly  constructed  water  closets  built  in  sub¬ 
stitution. 

Additional  Water  Closets. 

Existing  accommodation  at  houses  has  been  improved  by  the  provision 
of  105  new  water  closets.  In  a  few  cases  the  accommodation  has  been 
brought  up  to  the  modern  standard  of  1  w.c.  per  house,  and  in  other  cases 
of  old  properties  the  accommodation  has  been  made  to  be  in  the  proportion 
of  not  less  than  1  w.c.  for  each  two  houses. 

Number  of  Closets. 

Approximately  there  are  now  in  the  Borough  294  privies,  51  pail  closets, 
83  waste  water  closets  ;  the  remainder  being  water  closets,  of  which  14,068 
are  fitted  with  fresh  water  flush,  and  7,940  have  no  flushing  cisterns  and 
have  to  be  flushed  by  hand  from  a  bucket  or  other  receptacle.  The  Health 
Committee  are  taking  action  for  enforcing  the  provision  of  a  flushing  cistern 
to  each  water  closet.  As  sewers  are  provided,  action  will  be  taken  for  the 
conversion  of  the  remaining  privies  and  pail  closets. 

Ashpits  and  Ashbins. 

There  are  now  in  the  Borough  approximately  4,740  ashpits  serving 
9,000  houses,  and  13,344  ashbins  for  the  use  of  the  remaining  houses,  in¬ 
cluding  hotels,  restaurants  and  business  premises. 
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Number  of  Ashbins  Replacing  Ashpits. 

Action  has  been  taken  under  Section  46  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  with  a  view  to  causing  any  ashpit  which  is  prejudicial 
to  health  or  otherwise  objectionable  for  sanitary  reasons  to  be  filled  up,  or 
removed,  or  altered  so  as  to  remove  any  such  objection,  and  a  special  letter  has 
been  sent  out  with  fairly  favourable  results.  The  number  of  houses  which 
have  been  supplied  with  ashbins  in  place  of  ashpits  during  the  year  1929 
is  2,070. 


VOLUNTARY  HIRE  SCHEME  FOR  THE  INSTALLING 
AND  RENEWING  OF  ASHBINS. 

With  a  view  to  assisting  property  owners  or  occupiers  of  houses  to  obtain 
ashbins,  a  Voluntary  Hire  Scheme  has  been  instituted  by  arrangement  with 
the  Public  Works  Department. 

Under  this  scheme,  ashbins  are  supplied  and  maintained  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  on  the  following  terms,  viz.  : — 2  -  per  bin  per  year.  A  charge  of 
6d.  for  stamped  Agreement  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Hirer  is  made. 
The  Agreement  may  cover  any  number  of  houses  belonging  to  one  person. 

Th  is  form  is  a  very  convenient  way  of  obtaining  an  ashbin,  and  the 
charge  is  a  reasonable  one. 


SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor,  the  work  being  done  by  direct  labour  in  the  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

District  and  housing  inspections  have  been  made  in  each  ward  of  the 
Borough,  a  total  of  8,372  houses  have  been  specially  inspected,  and  defects 
were  reported  in  connection  with  6,41 1  houses. 
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Houses  Improved. 

A  total  of  five  thousand  and  thirty-six  houses  were  improved,  leaving, 
roughly,  one  thousand  under  notice  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  mam  the 
improvements  were  as  follows  : — Five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  houses  were 
repaired  and  made  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  two 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  had  w.c.  or  ashbin  accommodation 
amended,  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  houses  had  their 
sanitary  amenities  bettered  by  the  abatement  of  other  nuisances,  such  as 
obstructed,  insufficient,  or  faulty  drams,  from  lack  of  cleanliness,  or  from 
nuisances  by  the  keeping  of  animals,  poultry  or  refuse. 


All  registered  premises  such  as  Workshops,  Slaughterhouses,  Bake¬ 
houses,  Dairies,  Houses-let-in-lodgings,  have  been  visited  periodically  and 
any  matters  needing  attention  in  connection  therewith  have  been  dealt  with. 


Details  of  action  taken  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  pages  118-119 


OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

The  substitution  of  ashbins  for  ashpits,  and  the  provision  to  water 
closets  of  flushing  cisterns,  are  matters  which  have  received  special  con¬ 
sideration  during  the  year,  considerable  progress  having  been  made. 


The  cemeteries  at  Rvecroft  and  Bloxwich  have  been  considerably 
extended  of  recent  years,  but  the  growth  of  the  population  and  the  utilisation 
of  estates  for  housing  indicate  that  in  the  course  of  time  these  cemeteries  will 
be  inadequate,  and  unable  to  extend  their  boundaries,  and  other  methods  of 
disposal  of  the  dead  will  have  to  be  considered. 


Cremation  as  a  means  of  disposal  of  the  dead  is  slowly  but  surely  gaining 
ground,  and  it  is  to  this  method  that  public  attention  should  be  directed  as 
being  the  most  sanitary  method  of  disposal  of  the  dead. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  RETURN  OF  VISITS,  &c. 

Dr.  J.  A.  M.  Clark, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order,  1926, 
I  hereby  furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement  containing  the  following 
particulars  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1929. 

1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 


Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

W  ai  ds. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

W  ards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 
\X  ards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

Meat 
and  other 
Food 
Inspec¬ 
tion. 

Housing 

Inspector. 

TOTALS 

House  Inspections  .  . 

747 

861 

486 

688 

— 

156 

2,938 

District  Inspections 

2,045 

870 

1.603 

916 

— 

— 

5,434 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

258 

2 

336 

— 

— 

596 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

n 

Z 

— 

42 

— 

— 

44 

Schools  re  Drainage  and  Sanitary 
Conveniences  .  . 

1 

_ 

6 

_ 

_ 

7 

Workshops  (not  including  Bake¬ 
houses) 

37 

116 

89 

258 

_ 

_ 

500 

Factories 

25 

31 

31 

50 

— 

— 

137 

Homes  of  Outworkers 

14 

13 

25 

— 

— 

52 

Theatres  and  Music  Halls  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

9 

Rat  Destruction 

10 

63 

34 

46 

— 

— 

153 

Dram  Tests 

24 

34 

29 

33 

— 

— 

120 

Complaints 

133 

345 

475 

469 

— 

— 

1,422 

Re-inspections  of  V>  ork  for  Abate¬ 
ment  of  Nuisances,  etc. 

2,664 

3,817 

3,172 

4,166 

_ 

_ 

13,819 

Section  41,  Walsall  Corporation 
Act 

4 

14 

7 

26 

_ 

51 

Smoke  Observations 

5 

10 

27 

19 

— 

— 

61 

Canal  Boats  Inspections 

42 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Slaughterhouses 

596 

36 

50 

57 

2,930 

— 

3,669 

Pig  Killing  on  Private  Premises  . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

146 

— 

150 

Butcher's  Shops 

2 

— 

— 

— 

333 

— 

335 

Markets 

89 

55 

52 

52 

123 

11 

382 

Dairies 

183 

120 

110 

103 

— 

— 

516 

Bakehouses  .  . 

36 

42 

71 

88 

— 

— 

237 

Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Yards  . . 

53 

21 

36 

38 

— 

— 

148 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  and 
Vendors 

60 

32 

26 

_ 

_ 

118 

Fruit  Shops  . . 

3 

3 

22 

29 

— 

— 

57 

Samples,  Water 

5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10 

ii  under  the  Food  and 

Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  for  analysis  . . 

64 

57 

58 

60 

— 

— 

239 

Carried  forward  . . 

6,773 

6,833 

6,403 

7,542 

3,532 

167 

31,250 
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1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  by  the 


Sanitary  Inspectors — continued. 


Ni  mber  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caidmore 

Wards. 

Meat 
and  other 
Food 
Inspec¬ 
tion. 

Housing 

Inspector. 

TOTALS 

Brought  forward 

6773 

6833 

6401 

7542 

3532 

167 

31250 

Samples,  Milk  for  Bacteria  Count 

5 

9 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

20 

Milk  tested  for  Tubercle 

Bacilli 

3 

11 

20 

7 

— 

— 

41 

n  Fertilisers  and  Feeding 

Stuffs 

3 

3 

3 

5 

— 

— 

16 

Infected  Houses 

578 

453 

649 

741 

— 

— 

2,421 

Smallpox  Contacts  . . 

32 

9 

217 

19 

— 

— 

277 

Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease 

39 

47 

44 

86 

— 

— 

216 

Rag  Dealers 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Re  Water  Supply 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o 

J> 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections.  . 

7,435 

7.368 

7,340 

8.404 

3,532 

167 

34,246 

2.  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

NX  ards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caidmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Informal 

497 

748 

686 

2683 

Statutory  . . 

297 

388 

365 

322 

1372 

3.  Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 


Bloxwich 
and  * 
Leamore 
Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 
\X  ards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caidmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated 
*Notices  not  complied  with 

1612 

252 

1650 

206 

1910 

278 

1767 

116 

6939 

852 

*  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 


i 


Yours  obediently, 


ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


March  31st.  1930. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

In  23  cases  a  letter  was  sent  calling  attention  to  smoke  nuisances,  the 
premises  affected  being  14. 

In  each  case  there  was  satisfactory  abatement  of  the  nuisance,  which 
appeared  to  have  arisen  either  by  the  use  of  inferior  fuel  or  by  careless  firing. 

Four  chimneys  were  raised  to  a  greater  height. 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  emission  of  large  quantities  of  smoke  from 
chimneys  in  connection  with  manufacturing  or  trade  processes  recur  when  the 
attention  of  the  stoker  is  diverted  from  his  work,  or  by  the  use  of  inferior 
fuel.  It  is  found  that  months  may  pass  without  nuisance  from  a  particular 
chimney,  and  then  for  a  few  hours  or  days  a  marked  increase  in  smoke 
emission  is  noted. 

Many  chimneys  are  used  for  trade  processes  which  exempt  them  from 
the  operation  of  the  Public  Health  Acts.  Such  chimneys  frequently  emit 
a  greater  amount  of  smoke  than  those  chimneys  to  which  the  Acts  apply. 

The  Town  Council  considered  the  making  of  a  bye-law  prescribing  that 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  a  period  of  three  minutes  in  the  aggregate 
within  any  continuous  period  of  thirty  minutes  from  any  one  chimney  in  a 
building  other  than  a  private  dwelling  house,  shall,  until  the  contrary  is  proved, 
be  presumed  to  be  a  nuisance.  Objections  were  raised  by  the  Brickmakers’ 
Association  and  the  Malleable  Ironfounders’  Association,  and  on  the  13th 
January,  1930,  the  Town  Council  resolved  to  defer  applying  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  for  confirmation  of  such  byelaw  for  a  period  of  two  years  from 
1st  January,  1930. 


SOOT  GAUGE. 

For  ascertaining  the  cleanliness  or  otherwise  of  the  atmosphere  and 
for  obtaining  information  for  enabling  comparison  with  other  districts  to  be 
made,  a  soot  deposit  gauge  was  installed  in  the  grounds  of  the  Epidemic 
Hospital,  Hospital  Street,  on  the  1st  November,  1929,  for  the  collection 
of  rainfall  and  dust;  monthly  records  are  now  being  kept. 
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Various  estimates  have  been  suggested  as  to  the  percentage  of  smoke 
from  domestic  chimneys  as  compared  with  that  from  industry,  50  per  cent, 
might  be  regarded  as  a  reasonable  estimate  for  Walsall,  and  this  amount  of 
smoke  would  be  materially  reduced  by  the  use  of  smokeless  fuel  which  is 
now  coming  into  the  markets,  the  solution  of  the  smoke  nuisance  largely  lies 
in  the  use  of  such  fuels. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYELAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


Cow  Sheds  j 

Dairies  j  ••  •  •  ••  » .  . .  .  •  •«  1 37 

*Milk  Shops 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Slaughter-houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

Fish-friers’  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  101 

Butchers’ Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  135 

Ice-cream  Makers  and  Vendors  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  168 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Houses-let-in-Lodgings  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Workshops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  312 

Out-Workers’  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Offensive  Trades  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 


1,002 


* 


There  are  also  297  Shopkeepers  selling  Sterilized  Milk. 


HOUSING. 


Number 

of  New  Houses  Erected  during  the  Year — 

(a) 

Total  .  . .  . 

474 

(b) 

With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

387 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

87 

Total  erected  to  date  under  the  National  Housing  Scheme.  . 

2,706 
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I.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(I.)  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . .  .  .  8,372 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,938 

(3)  Number  of  dewlling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  636 

(II.)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  348 

(HI.)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1923. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  . .  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  . .  . ,  . .  . .  Nil. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defecjs  to  be  remedied 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  Owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  162 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  . .  Nil. 

(N.B. — A  number  of  houses  repaired  in  1929  were 
under  notice  December  31st.  1928). 

(C)  Proceeding  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925- 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  closing  orders  ..  ..  ..  ..  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined  the  dwelling  houses  have  been 
rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  preceding  table,  474  houses  have  been  erected 
during  the  year  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  and  of  these 
387  were  erected  under  the  Walsall  Housing  Schemes  by  the  Corporation. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  report  any  material  easing  of  the  situation  as 
regards  housing  for  the  pooler  classes  in  Walsall.  The  Council  houses  pro- 
C  vided  up-to-date  have  not  made  it  practicable  to  supply  fully  the  needs  of 

the  well-paid  artisan  or  the  newly  married,  and  the  poorly  paid  wage-earners 
and  unemployed  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  securing  living  accommo¬ 
dation  if  they  are  dispossessed  of  such  dwellings  as  they  occupy.  The  con¬ 
ditions  alluded  to  in  a  previous  report,  viz.  :  the  housing  of  several  families 
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in  a  “  tenement  ”  house  with  its  lack  of  privacy,  inadequate  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation,  insufficient  water  supply,  dangers  from  fire,  etc.,  are  becoming 
more  acute,  the  only  person  who  benefits  being  the  landlord  who  rents 
the  house  at  a  nominal  figure  and  sub-lets  the  rooms  at  exorbitant  rents. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  selected  district  was  inspected  with  a  view 
to  representing  it  as  an  insanitary  area.  During  this  inspection  particulars  of 
the  numbers  of  persons  occupying  the  rooms  in  the  individual  houses  were 
obtained,  a  high  percentage  of  houses  being  badly  overcrowded.  In  several 
of  the  houses  it  eas  found  that  adult  lodgers  were  occupying  the  same  sleeping 
room  as  a  married  couple,  whilst  in  one  house  two  married  couples  actually 
occupied  together  the  same  small  sleeping  room. 

The  opportunity  of  healthy  life,  physically  and  morally,  under  such  con¬ 
ditions  is  absolutely  impossible,  and  it  is  the  remedying  of  such  evils  as  these 
which  form  the  most  serious  problem  in  the  housing  of  the  people. 

The  majority  of  the  smaller  houses  in  the  more  closely-built  areas  in 
the  Borough  are  such  as  to  make  it  undesirable  to  cause  the  owners  to 
expend  considerable  sums  of  money  for  their  improvement  or  upkeep,  and  in 
such  houses  at  the  present  time  the  demands  of  the  Health  Committee  are 
restricted  to  the  keeping  of  the  houses  dry  and  the  maintenance  of  the  usual 
amenities  in  a  sanitary  state. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  connection  with  working 
class  dwellings  in  those  districts  in  which  houses  were  erected  about  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago.  Many  houses  have  been  re-conditioned  by  the  owners  with¬ 
out  action  on  the  part  of  your  officers,  and,  in  addition,  the  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation  has  been  much  improved  by  the  substitution  of  ashbins  for  ashpits, 
the  fitting  of  flushing  cisterns  to  the  water  closets,  and  the  provision  of  water 
supply  inside  the  building. 

We  await  with  interest  the  passing  into  law  of  the  Housing  Bill  at  present 
before  Parliament.  Whether  this  measure  will  solve  our  housing  problems 
or  not,  remains  to  be  seen.  Meanwhile,  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that 
quite  a  number  of  the  poorer  tenants  are  being  subsidised  on  the  arrival  of 
an  additional  occupant — by  the  various  provisions  in  force  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  e.g.,  free  milk,  medical  and  midwifery 
assistance,  etc.  Why  not  extend  the  subsidy  and  put  it  upon  a  more  satis¬ 
factory  and  equitable  basis  ? 
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SCHOOLS. 

At  Butts  Schools.  Elmore  Green  Schools  and  National  Schools,  Blox- 
wich,  the  sanitary  conditions  have  been  very  much  improved  by  providing 
ashbins  in  place  of  ashpits,  and  at  the  Wisemore  Schools  repairs  were  made 
for  making  the  rooms  rat-proof.  At  St.  Niman’s  Private  School,  Highgate, 
the  drainage  system  was  remodelled,  and  a  Sanitary  Certificate  as  to  the 
satisfactory  condition  of  the  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  was  issued  to 
the  Principal. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

A  Health  and  Baby  Week  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  during  the  week 
ending  July  27th.  Hundreds  of  exhibits  of  children’s  clothing,  either  new 
or  re-modelled,  were  sent  by  the  mothers  and  created  much  interest. 

A  Social  Hygiene  Week  was  held  in  November,  particulars  of  which  are 
given  on  pages  65-66. 

In  addition  lectures  and  addresses  were  given  by  members  of  the  medical 
staff  to  various  organisations  during  the  year. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  &  1928. 


There  are  no  premises  in  this  Borough  where  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK. 

Special  measures  have  been  taken  for  insuring  that  the  milk  supply  of 
the  Borough  shall  be  safeguarded.  Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of 
farms,  dairies,  and  milk  factors,  and  in  the  majority  of  these  places  structural 
conditions  are  very  satisfactory. 

Cowkeepers,  Dairymen. 

There  are  now  in  the  Borough  32  cowkeepers  producing  milk  which  is 
sold  in  the  Borough  ;  of  these  10  are  wholesalers  and  dispose  of  their  supplies 
to  registered  Dairymen,  who  act  as  Purveyors.  22  cowkeepers  retail  their 
own.  In  addition  there  are  62  purveyors  of  milk  who,  in  the  mam,  receive 
their  supplies  from  other  districts — chiefly  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire. 
There  are  42  shopkeepers  who  sell  milk,  and  where  the  shopkeeper  only  does 
a  small  trade,  the  milk  is  susually  stored  in  a  ventilated  cabinet  in  a  suitable 
position  in  the  shop  ;  where  there  is  a  considerable  sale  either  the  shop  is 
devoted  to  milk  and  dairy  produce  only,  or  otherwise  the  shopkeeper  has  a 
small  dairy. 

Designated  Milk. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923,  there  are  twenty 
persons  holding  a  dealer’s  licence  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  the  designation 
Grade  “  A,”  two  firms  are  licensed  as  bottlers  of  Grade  “  A  ”  milk,  and  two 
firms  are  licensed  as  Pasteurisers. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD. 

These  examinations  are  made  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory,  Birming¬ 
ham  University.  The  following  samples  were  submitted,  viz.  : — 

Bacteria. 

Five  samples  of  Grade  “  A  ”  milk  were  examined.  The  organisms 
ranged  from  450  per  cubic  centimetre  to  3,008,000  per  cubic  centimetre. 

Two  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  certified  as  containing  respect¬ 
ively  940  and  5,285  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre. 
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The  attention  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  called  to  the 
sample  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  which  contained  an. excessive  number  of 
organisms. 

Thirteen  samples  of  “  loose  ”  milk  were  examined,  4  of  these  were  from 
producers  in  the  County  of  Stafford  and  9  from  “  Walsall  ”  cowkeepers. 
The  organisms  in  the  “  County  ”  milk  ranged  from  2,200  per  cubic  centi¬ 
metre  to  4,224,000  per  cubic  centimetre,  and  the  organisms  in  the  “  Walsall  ” 
milk  ranged  from  4,130  per  cubic  centimetre  to  352,000  per  cubic  centi¬ 
metre. 

The  comparatively  low  count  of  organisms  in  “  loose  ”  milk  is  worthy  of 
comment,  particularly  when  it  is  mentioned  that  the  nine  samples  from 
Walsall  cowkeepers  were  purchased  in  the  ordinary  way  in  the  street,  and  the 
highest  count  was  352,000  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre,  while  the  lowest 
was  only  4,150  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre,  and  would  indicate  that  so 
far  as  bacterial  count  is  concerned  Walsall  cowkeepers  are  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  Grade  “  A  ”  Milk. 

The  exceedingly  high  count  of  4,224,000  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre 
in  a  milk  produced  in  the  County  of  Stafford  had  its  result  in  the  Walsall 
dairyman  refusing  to  take  any  further  supplies  from  this  particular  farmer, 
and  it  has  not  yet  been  found  that  the  farmer  is  sending  milk  to  anyone  in 
this  Borough. 

Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Forty-one  samples  of  “  loose  ”  milk  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli. 
Of  these,  one  was  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  Ji.  Paley,  Veterinary  Inspector,  from 
a  cow  examined  by  him  during  his  routine  inspection’of  milch  cows  in  the 
Borough.  In  each  case  a  report  was  received  that  tubercle  bacilli  had  not 
been  found. 


VETERINARY  INSPECTION. 

The  following  is  from  the  report  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  Mr.  A.  E. 
fialey,  M.R.C.V.S.,  viz.  : — 

'*  Again  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  to  you  a  report  of  my  exam- 
cation  of  all  the  dairy  cattle  in  the  borough. 
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There  is  a  still  further  improvement  m  the  class  of  cattle  kept  for  dairy 
purposes,  practically  all  old  cows  having  been  eliminated  ;  and  out  of  the  la'rge 
number  of  350  cows  there  is  only  one  with  a  diseased  quarter,  and  the  milk 
from  this  was  not  being  used,  but  the  cow  left  to  fatten. 

On  my  last  day  of  inspection  I  found  two  cows  which  showed  clinical 
signs  of  tuberculosis,  both  of  which  were  at  once  isolated,  and  to  make  sure 
my  suspicions  were  correct  they  were  subjected  to  the  tuberculin  test,  upon 
which  they  reacted,  and  were  then  slaughtered  and  the  carcases  cut  down. 

Generally  speaking,  the  housing  conditions  were  good,  the  cattle  mostly 
in  good  condition  and  kept  clean,  but  in  my  detailed  remarks  I  have  found 
it  necessary  to  mention  some  of  the  premises  where  more  light  and  better 
drainage  would  be  of  great  advantage. 

There  are  also  two  cases  of  dilapidated  premises. 

You  will  note  the  extremeh  low  percentage  of  the  disease  so  frequently 
found  amongst  milch  cows,  and  1  venture  to  state  that  there  is  no  town 
which  can  boast  of  a  sounder  lot  of  cattle.’ 

ADULTERATION,  &c. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  &c.,  239  samples 
were  obtained  for  analysis,  of  which  101  were  milk  and  50  butter;  under 
the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations  1923  and  1927,  2  samples 
of  condensed  machine  skimmed  milk  and  2  of  condensed  full  cream  milk 
were  obtained.  Three  samples  were  submitted  under  the  Public  Health 
(Dried  Milk)  Regulations  1923  and  1927. 

The  following  samples  were  obtained  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
servatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925  to  1927,  viz.  :  13  of  Sausages, 

5  of  Jam,  8  of  Dried  Fruit,  3  of  Raisins,  5  of  Sultanas,  and  1  of  Prunes.  Five 
samples  of  Milk  were  deficient  in  cream,  and  in  each  case  warning  was  given 
to  the  vendor. 


MARKETS. 

The  markets  at  Walsall  and  Bloxwich  are  regularly  visited,  and  it  is 
the  practice  for  stall-holders  who  have  brought  unexamined  consignments 
of  foodstuffs  for  sale  in  the  market  which,  on  opening,  have  been  found 
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unsatisfactory,  to  call  at  the  office  and  request  immediate  inspection  before 
offering  the  goods  for  sale. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

During  the  year  the  Registered  Slaughter-houses  situate  at  the  rear 
of  No.  7,  Digbeth,  and  rear  of  No.  15,  Bridgeman  Street,  were  removed 
from  the  register. 

There  were  26  slaughter-houses  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  follows  : 

Jan.,  1929.  Dec.,  1929. 

Registered  ....  9  7 

Licensed  ..  ..  19  19 

Total  . .  28 
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REPORT  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces 
and  Homework. 


1  .-INSPECTION. 

Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

137 

31 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

500 

102 

— 

Total 

637 

133 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


1 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

99 

99 

Other  Nuisances 

5 

5 

— 

— 

|  insufficient 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective 

17 

17 

— 

— 

1  not  separate  for  sexes. . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Tct-,1  .. 

133 

133 

— 

— 

*  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  ot  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  HOSPITAL. 

The  most  interesting  and  important  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening 
of  the  Maternity  Hospital  on  July  23rd,  by  Dame  Louise  McIIroy,  Professor 
of  Obstetrics,  London  University. 

A  large  house  standing  in  its  own  grounds,  situated  at  Bloxwich,  had  been 
purchased  by  the  Council  a  few  years  previously  in  connection  with  a  road 
improvement  scheme.  The  house  and  grounds  were  eventually  transferred 
to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  they,  recognising  the 
possibilities,  decided  to  establish  a  Municipal  Maternity  Hospital.  The 
sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Town  Council  were  readily 
obtained,  and  a  further  stage  in  the  completion  of  the  Council’s  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  was  reached  when  the  Hospital  was  declared 
open  by  Dame  McIIroy. 

The  accommodation  provided  consists  of  two  wards  of  four  beds  each, 
one  of  two  beds,  an  Isolation  Ward,  and  a  Nursery,  together  with  an  Operating 
Theatre,  Receiving  Ward  and  Staff  quarters.  The  hospital  is  fully  equipped 
for  carrying  out  all  types  of  case,  including  cases  of  complicated  labour. 

Admission  to  the  hospital  is,  as  a  rule,  obtained  through  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Officer  being  responsible  for  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Hospital.  Confinements  are  conducted  by  the 
Matron  and  her  trained  staff.  In  the  event  of  medical  aid  being  required, 
the  patient’s  own  doctor  is  summoned,  and  failing  him,  a  doctor  is  obtained 
from  a  rota  of  practitioners. 

The  hospital  has  very  quickly  grown  in  favour,  not  only  with  the 
mothers,  but  with  their  husbands.  The  latter  realise  that  their  wives  receive 
not  only  skilled  attention,  but  a  complete  rest  amid  beautiful  surroundings, 
and  a  freedom  from  domestic  worries  which  they  would  not  enjoy  if  the 
confinement  was  carried  out  in  their  own  homes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
complete  rest  which  the  mothers  obtain  during  their  fortnight’s  stay  in  the 
Hospital  is  of  the  very  greatest  value  in  restoring  them  to  health  afterwards. 
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The  following  are  the  rules  and  conditions  of  admission  : — 

1 .  That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be  authorised  to  admit  patients  to 
the  Hospital  in  the  following  order  : — 

(i)  Women  whose  confinement,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  complications  which  might 
prove  dangerous  if  the  confinement  took  place  at  home  ; 

(n)  Women  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
require  ante-natal  Hospital  treatment  ; 

(in)  Ordinary  cases  of  confinement. 

Conditions  of  Admission. 

2.  All  women  admitted  under  the  above-mentioned  rules  will  be  asked 
to  pay  in  accordance  with  their  means.  All  requests  for  remission  of 
fees  shall  come  before  the  Management  Committee,  who  will  fix  the 
amount  to  be  paid  in  accordance  with  a  scale.  The  usual  fee  will  be  four 
guineas  per  week.  If  a  patient  is  willing  to  pay  the  amount  demanded, 
and  makes  no  request  for  remission,  enquiries  as  to  means  will  be  un¬ 
necessary  and  will  not  be  made. 

3.  The  usual  amount  charged  for  women  admitted  under  Rule  2  for  treat¬ 

ment  before  confinement  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Institution,  wi  11  be  3  -  per  day.  < 

4.  Maternity  Benefits  receivable  under  the  National  Insurance  Act  by  the 
patient  and  her  husband  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  any  of  these 
charges  as  soon  as  an  account  is  received. 

5.  An  undertaking  shall  be  signed  by  the  patient  and  her  husband  to  pay 

..  the  amount  fixed  by  the  Committee. 

6.  All  patients  wishing  to  go  into  the  Hospital  will  be  expected  to  pay  a 
fee  of  5/-  at  the  time  of  booking.  The  fee  will  be  counted  as  part  of  the 
total  charges,  but  will  not  be  returned  if  the  patient  does  not  come  into 
the  Hospital. 
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7.  No  application  will  be  considered  after  the  32nd  week  of  pregnancy, 
unless  the  admission  of  the  case  to  the  Hospital  has  suddenly  become 
urgently  necessary. 


8.  Patients  wishing  to  pay  the  fees  by  instalments  may  do  so  by  arrangement 
at  the  ante-Natal  Clinics  before  entering  the  Hospital.  The  full  fee  must 
be  paid  before  the  patient’s  discharge  from  Hospital. 


9.  The  following  scale  of  income  shall  be  applied  to  requests  for  reduction 

of  fees  for  Maternity  cases  coming  within  Rule  (i),  (ii),  (in). 

(a)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family  does  not  exceed  50  the 
payment  shall  be  one  guinea  for  the  first  week  or  part  thereof,  and  3  - 
per  day  after  the  first  week. 

(b)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family  is  over  50  -,  but  does  not 
exceed  60  -,  the  payment  shall  be  one  and  a  half  guineas  for  the  first 
week  or  part  thereof,  and  4  6  per  day  after  the  first  week. 

(c)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family  is  over  60  -,  but  does 
not  exceed  70  -,  the  payment  shall  be  two  gineas  for  the  first  week  or 
part  thereof,  and  6  -  per  day  after  the  first  week. 

(d)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family  is  over  70  -  and  not 
exceeding  80  — ,  the  payment  shall  be  three  guineas  for  the  first  week 
or  part  thereof,  and  9  -  per  day  after  the  first  week. 

(e)  Where  the  net  weekly  income  of  the  family  is  over  80  -  the  payment 
shall  be  four  guineas  for  the  first  week  or  part  thereof,  and  12/—  per 
day  after  the  first  week. 


NOTE. — In  calculating  the  net  weekly  income ,  the  weekly  average  income 
from  all  sources  for  13  weeks  prior  to  the  date  of  the  application  shall  be 
taken  and  a  deduction  made  therefrom  of  5  -  for  each  child  under  14 
years  of  age. 
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Patients  Residing  Outside  the  Borough. 

Provided  there  is  accommodation  not  likely  to  be  required  for  Walsall 
patients,  patients  residing  outside  the  Borough  may  be  admitted. 

The  minimum  charge  will  be  £4  4s.  Od.  for  the  first  week  or  part  thereof, 
and  12  -  per  day  after  in  all  cases.  A  fortnight  s  fees  (£8  8s.  Od.)  must  be 
paid  in  advance. 


MATERNITY  HOSPITAL  —  1929. 

Number  of  Cases  during  1929  ..  ..  ..  ..35 

Cases  remaining  in  Hospital  on  31st  December,  1929  .  .  7 

Table  showing  Particulars  of  the  Cases  dealt  with. 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Nature  of  Case. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Maternal. 

DEATHS. 

Infantile.* 

Stillbirths.* 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

_ 

Placenta  Praevia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

Contracted  Pelvis — 

(a)  Caesarian  Section 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

2 

(b)  Instrumental  Delivery 

2 

— 

— ‘ 

~~ 

—  — 

— 

(c)  Non-Instrumental  . . 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

Malpresentations  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy 

-  1 

— 

— 

—  — 

3 

Intercurrent  Ailments 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1  2 

— 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

— 

Adherent  Placenta 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Prolapse  of  Cord  . . 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

—  — 

— 

Abortions  . . 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Normal  Cases 

24 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

5 

Patients  not  delivered 

— 

— 

— 

,35' 

30 

— 

1 

— 

1  2 

Note. — *  The  Infantile  Death  was  premature. 

*  Of  the  3  Stillbirths,  1  was  premature  and  1  macerated. 
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ANNUAL  STATISTICS  —  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

Number  of  Beds  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 


Information  Required. 

Particulars. 

(1)  Number  of  Cases  in  the  Home  . 

Opened  23rd  July,  1929. 

(2)  Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1 929  . . 

35  (5  of  these  were  admitted  for  Ante-Natal 

treatment). 

(3)  Average  duration  of  stay  . 

Ante-Natal  Cases,  13  days. 

Confinements,  14  m 

(3)  No.  of  Cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives . 

26 

(b)  Doctors  . 

4 

(3)  No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance 

was  sought  by  the  midwife,  with  reasons 

for  requiring  assistance — 

(a)  Ante-Natal . 

(a)  1  case  seen  by  Doctor  in  ordinary  routine 

way. 

(b)  During  Labour  . 

(b)  3  reasons — 

Prolonged  labour  .  2 

Malpresentation  .  1 

(c)  After  labour  (state  separately  num- 

ber  of  ruptured  perineums  which 

required  suture)  . 

(c)  Reason — 

Ruptured  Perineum  .  4 

(d)  For  Infant  . 

(d)  Reason — 

Convulsions .  1 

(6)  No.  of  Cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  . 

Nil. 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (i.e.,  rise  of  tern- 

perature  to  1 00.4  F.  for  24  hours  or 

its  recurrence  within  that  period) 

with  the  result  of  treatment  in  each 

case . 

Nil. 

(7)  No.  of  Cases  of  pemphigus  neonatorum  . . 

Nil. 

(8)  No.  of  Cases  notified  as  ophthalmia  neona- 

torum  with  result  of  treatment  in  each 

case . 

Nil. 

Information  Required. 

Particulars. 

(9)  No.  of  Cases  of  “  inflammation  of  the 
eyes,’  however  slight . 

Nil. 

(10)  No.  of  Infants  not  entirely  breast-fed 
while  in  the  Institution,  with  reasons 
why  they  were  not  breast-fed . 

2.  Reasons — 

Mother  refused  —  child  to  be 

boarded  out .  1 

Insufficient  supply .  1 

(1 1)  No.  of  Maternal  Deaths,  with  causes . 

Nil. 

Cl  2)  No.  of  foetal  deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn . 

Premature  .  1 

Macerated .  1 

Full  Time  .  1 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth  and  their 
causes,  and  the  results  of  the  post¬ 
mortem  examination,  if  obtainable 

Prematurity .  1 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


During  the  year  there  were  1 ,979  births  (1 ,910  legitimate  and  69  illegiti¬ 
mate).  There  were  198  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  whom  14  were 
illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  Rate  of  legitimate  births  was  96.34  per  1 ,000  births, 
whilst  that  of  illegitimate  births  was  202.90,  giving  a  total  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1 ,000  births  of  100.05  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  92.07  for  1928. 

Four  deaths  were  due  to  Measles,  as  against  5  in  the  previous  year. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  accounted  for  42  deaths  or  21 .2  per  cent,  of 
the  total  infant  deaths,  and  Diarrhoea  for  24,  or  12.1  per  cent. 

Prematurity  accounted  for  51  deaths  or  25.8  percent.,  whilst  Congenital 
Defects  and  Deaths  arising  from  Congenital  Debility  and  wasting  accounted 
for  27  or  13.6  per  cent,  of  the  total. 


52  babies,  approximately  one  quarter  of  the  total,  died  within  one  week 
of  birth,  51  of  these  from  Prematurity,  and  79  within  the  first  four  weeks  of 
birth  (39.9  per  cent.). 


Each  year  we  have  to  record  a  very  high  percentage  of  infant  deaths 
during  the  first  week  of  life  and  during  the  first  four  weeks,  as  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  year 
of  age. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  Children 
under  1  year 
due  to 
Prematurity. 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  Children 
under  1  year 
due  to  Atrophy, 
Debility  and 
Marasmus. 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  1  month. 

No.  of  Deaths 
from  all  causes 
under  the  age 
of  1  week. 

1922 

2530 

241 

61 

42 

110 

79 

1923 

2342 

220 

59 

47 

106 

72 

1924 

2356 

184 

57 

50 

103 

59 

1923 

2257 

260 

42 

46 

86 

46 

1926 

2154 

180 

49 

36 

101 

60 

1927 

2125 

205 

54 

32 

88 

62 

1928 

2031 

187 

58 

40 

105 

73 

1929 

1979 

198 

51 

27 

79 

52 

43 


Pleck  has  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  Rate  with  61.95  deaths  per  1,000 
births,  Caldmore  next  with  62.7 1 ,  followed  by  Bloxwich,  Paddock,  Hatherton, 
Leamore  and  Birchills  with  102.04,  103.66,  106.28,  117.65,  and  127.15 
respectively.  The  rate  is  highest  in  Bridge  Ward,  where  it  is  187.50  per  1,000 
births. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

The  Co-ordinated  Nursing  Scheme  has  worked  smoothly  during  the 
year.  A  slight  decrease  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors’  Staff  has  to  be 
recorded,  25,436  visits  having  been  paid  to  homes  during  1929,  in  connection 
with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  alone,  as  against  26,567  visits 
in  1928.  This  decrease  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  we  were  without  the 
services  of  two  Health  Visitors  for  some  months  during  the  year,  two 
members  of  the  staff  resigning  on  obtaining  more  remunerative  posts  else¬ 
where.  We  are  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  suitable  nurses  with 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  act  as  health  visitors,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  that  the  second  vacancy  was  ultimately  filled. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Welfare  Centres  have  again  been  large, 
the  total  attendances  at  the  four  Centres  being  18.393  as  against  16,383  in 
1928.  1,222  new  babies  have  been  registered  as  against  1,185  during  1928. 

At  some  of  the  Centres,  particularly  Field  Road  and  Littleton  Street,  the 
attendances  on  many  occasions  have  been  much  too  large  for  satisfactory 
work. 

At  Milton  Street  two  sessions  for  medical  consultations  are  held  weekly, 
at  the  other  Centres  only  one  weekly  rnedical  session  js  held.  The  average 
attendance  on  doctor’s  days,  particularly  at  Field  Road  and  Littleton  Street, 
is  now  much  too  great  to  permit  of  really  efficient  work  being  done.  At  Able- 
well  Street  also  there  has  been  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of 
attendances. 

It  is  our  aim  to  have  a  doctor  in  attendance  on  each  occasion  on  which 
the  Centres  are  opened,  so  that  much  more  attention  can  be  given  to  the 
medical  examination  of  the  numerous  toddlers  who  are  brought  to  the 
Centres  by  their  mothers. 

In  the  report  as  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Committee 
we  have  to  record  each  year  the  large  percentage  of  children  (28  per  cent.) 
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who,  on  their  first  medical  inspection  as  entrants  to  school  are  found  to  be 
suffering  from  some  or  other  defect.  Quite  a  considerable  number  of  these 
defects  could  and  should  have  been  treated  before  the  child  entered  school. 
In  this  respect  we  feel  justified  in  noting  the  very  wonderful  work  which  Is 
being  done  amongst  the  “  under  fives  ”  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clime.  By  insti¬ 
tuting  a  regular  annual  medical  examination  of  each  toddler,  during  the  years 
from  two  to  five,  we  should  be  able  to  correct,  and  probably  prevent,  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  many  of  those  defects. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  energetic  band  of  ladies  who  give  so 
freely  of  their  spare  time  to  assist  the  doctor  and  nursing  staffs  at  the  various 
welfare  centres.  These  voluntary  helpers  relieve  the  nurses  of  much  clerical 
work  by  acting  as  recording  secretaries  ;  they  also  conduct  Thrift  Clubs,  and 
at  three  of  the  Centres  very  active  and  busy  sewing  and  re-modelling  classes 
are  conducted. 


ANTE-NATAL  CENTRES. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  now  conducted  at  three  of  the  Welfare  Centres, 
weekly  at  Ablewell  Street  and  Field  Road,  and  fortnightly  at  Milton  Street, 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  being  present  at  all  sessions. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers 
attending,  375  women  attending  for  the  first  time  as  compared  with  234 
during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  registered  during  the  year  at 
the  various  Centres  is  as  follows  : — 

Ante-Natal  attendances  registered  at  each  Centre  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1929  : — 


Littleton 

Street. 

Ablewell 

Street. 

Field 

Road. 

Milton 

Street. 

Total. 

New  Cases 

18 

191 

120 

46 

375 

Total  Attendances 

66 

458 

315 

106 

945 

Medically  Examined 

— 

320 

199 

81 

600 

45 


Summary  of  Cases  in  which  some  Abnormality  has  been  found 

1. 

Albuminuria.  . 

7 

Referred  to  own  Doctor  . . 

7 

Referred  to  Hospital 

— 

2. 

Vaginal  Discharge  . 

29 

Referred  to  Hospital 

14 

3. 

Contracted  Pelvis  . 

7 

Referred  to  own  doctor  . . 

7 

4. 

Malpresentations . 

17 

Righted  at  subsequent  attendance 

4 

Referred  to  Hospital 

2 

Referred  to  own  Doctor 

11 

5. 

Varicose  Veins  . 

27 

Requiring  Elastic  Stockings 

9 

Requiring  bandages 

8 

6. 

Other  Diseases  . 

13 

(a)  Heart  Disease 

4 

(b)  Influenza 

7 

(c)  Cystitis 

2 

7. 

Post-natal  Cases. 

A  (a)  Uterine  Displacements 

1 

(b)  Uterine  growth  . .  . .’  . .  . . 

2 

(c)  Uterine  Haemorrhage  . . 

3 

B  Who  had  attended  ante-natally  also 

7 

(a)  Breast  Abscess  . . 

1 

(b)  Uterine  displacements  . . 

1 

(c)  Vaginal  discharge 

5 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  private 
practitioners  and  the  midwife  with  the  Local  Authority’s  medical  and 
nursing  staff. 


46 


The  midwives  are  encouraged  to  take  an  interest  in  their  ante-natal  work, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  assist  them  in  every  way  to  improve  their  technical 
knowledge. 

When  practicable  they  attend  the  Clinics  with  their  patients,  or  if  not 
present  the  doctor  writes  giving  the  result  of  the  examination. 

All  cases  requiring  medical  treatment  are  referred  through  the  midwife 
to  the  patient’s  own  doctor  or  to  hospital. 

A  meeting  of  the  Local  Association  of  Midwives  is  held  once  a  month, 
lectures  are  given,  and  conditions  affecting  their  work  discussed,  every 
endeavour  being  made  to  help  them  in  their  practice. 

We  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help  for  their 
sympathetic  interest  in  our  work,  and  who  have  assisted  us  through  the 
United  Services  Fund  in  obtaining  elastic  stockings  and  bandages,  also  for 
providing  clothing  and  maternity  bags  for  necessitous  cases  which  have  been 
much  appreciated. 

We  are  still  without  adequate  provision  for  dental  treatment  for  our 
mothers.  During  1 929  1 6  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  dental  sepsis, 
and  were  referred  either  to  their  dentist  or  to  hospital  for  treatment. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  for  the  past  year  has  again  been  high,  2  mothers 
having  died  from  Puerperal  Sepsis,  and  8  from  other  accidents  or  diseases 
connected  with  childbirth,  the  death-rate  amounting  to  5.0  per  1,000  births, 
as  against  3.9  in  1928.  4.2  in  1927,  5.1  in  1926,  6.2  in  1925,  5.9  in  1924,  and 
1.7  in  1923. 

Under  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  came  into  force 
on  October  1st,  1926,  whereby  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in  a  woman 
within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a  temperature  of 
100.4F.  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours,  etc.,  has  to  be 
notified  by  the  doctor  in  attendance,  3 1  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
notified. 
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Mr.  S.  W.  Maslen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  has  been  appointed  Consultant 
under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  regulations,  and  his  services  are  now  available 
when  required. 

Three  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis  were  notified,  two  cases  terminating 
fatally. 

Of  the  other  complications  connected  with  childbirth,  the  eight  deaths 
were  due  to  the  following  causes  : — Puerperal  Eclampsia  2  cases,  Placenta 
Praevia  and  Haemorrhage  2  cases,  Rupture  of  Uterus,  Post  Partum  Haemorr¬ 
hage,  Malpresentation  and  Caesarean  section,  Ante-partum  Haemorrhage, 
each  1  case. 

Of  the  2,015  births  notified  during  the  year,  1,480  or  73.45  per  cent, 
were  conducted  by  Midwives  alone  ;  in  376  cases  Doctors  were  engaged  to 
attend  as  well.  274  medical  help  forms  were  received  from  midwives  in 
respect  of  labour  complications  ;  of  that  number  103  or  42  per  cent,  were  in 
respect  of  prolonged  and  difficult  labour,  and  87  or  32  per  cent,  in  respect  of 
ruptured  permaeum. 


ORTHOPEDIC  TREATMENT. 

All  cases  of  orthopaedic  defect  occurring  amongst  children  under  the  age 
of  5  years  are  now  treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  established  by  the 
Education  Committee  at  Bradford  Street. 

During  the  year  55  infants  and  toddlers  under  the  age  of  five  were 
examined  as  new  cases  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist,  287  attendances  being  made 
by  children  under  the  age  of  five  for  orthopaedic  treatment.  Six  children 
were  discharged  as  cured.  Twenty  children  were  referred  to  the  Massage 
Department  for  electrical  treatment  and  massage,  making  a  total  of  391 
attendances.  Three  children  were  admitted  to  The  Woodlands  for  in¬ 
patient  treatment. 

To  appreciate  the  very  valuable  work  which  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is 
*  doing  and  to  appreciate  still  more  fully  the  value  of  early  treatment,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  pay  a  few  visits  to  the  clinic  and  see  for  one’s  self  not  only  what 
is  going  on,  but  also  the  wonderful  spirit  with  which  the  children,  both  old 
and  young,  co-operate  with  the  Masseuse. 
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MEDICAL  AID  AND  PROVISION  OF  MILK. 

The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  do  much  of  the  investigation  work  required  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

All  cases  of  midwifery  where  a  Medical  Practitioner  is  called  in  by  the 
Midwife  in  attendance,  and  where  a  claim  for  fees  is  made,  are  investigated 
by  the  Guild,  and  a  report  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
302  such  reports  were  received  by  the  latter  during  the  year. 

36  cases  were  specially  investigated  and  income  verified  with  a  view  to 
legal  proceedings  being  taken  for  the  recovery  of  doctors’  fees  where  the 
income  was  over  scale. 

All  applications  for  free  milk  are  also  dealt  with  by  the  Guild.  Suitable 
cases  are  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Welfare  or  Ante-Natal 
Centres.  Reports  are  then  made  on  these  cases  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Guild 
who  attends  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  and  all  recom¬ 
mendations  are  dealt  with  by  this  Committee. 

3,732  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  4,260  reports  were  made  on 
those  cases  to  the  Milk  Sub-Committee. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  Centre,  as  well  as  the  work  of  the  Health 
Visitors,  are  given  in  the  following  Tables  : — 


Attendances  Registered  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Under 

6- 

12 

1 

-2 

2-5 

New 

Centre. 

6  months. 

months. 

years. 

years. 

Total. 

Cases. 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

A 

M 

Ablewell  St.  . . 

1924 

641 

833 

215 

565 

94 

904 

86 

4226 

1036 

289 

Field  Rd. 

1815 

753 

896 

228 

673 

164 

1631 

250 

5015 

1395 

311 

Littleton  St.  . . 

1710 

882 

692 

288 

641 

188 

1006 

193 

4049 

1551 

316 

Milton  St. 

2052 

781 

1177 

331 

884 

178 

1493 

242 

5600 

1532 

332 

Total  .. 

7501 

3057 

3598 

IC62 

2763 

624 

5034 

771 

18896 

5514 

1248 

A — Number  of  Attendances.  M — Number  Medically  Examined. 
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The  Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

First  and  Re-visits. 


Half- 

Birth 

Re-visits 

Visits  to 

Ante- 

Ante- 

Ophth- 

Ophth- 

Other 

days 

(inquiries 

to 

Children 

Natal 

Natal 

almia 

almia 

Visits 

spent  at 

First 

Infants 

1-5 

First 

Re- 

First 

Re- 

(Infec- 

1  otal 

Welfare 

Visits. 

under  12 

years. 

Visits. 

Visits. 

Visits. 

Visits. 

tious 

Visits. 

Centres. 

months. 

Diseases 

etc.) 

1077 

1787 

7792 

12339 

275 

273 

21 

50 

2899 

25436 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

unimpaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Treated. 

Notified.  At  Home. 

At  Hospital. 

24  18 

6 

23 

1 

— 

Hospital  Treatment.  A  satisfactory  arrangement  was  entered  into 
during  the  year  with  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  for  the  institutional  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Manor  Hospital  of  babies  suffering  fromOphthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Mothers  also  may  be  admitted  along  with  their  babies.  The  arrangement  has 
proved  a  most  satisfactory  one. 

Under  the  scheme  two  babies  were  admitted  for  treatment. 

Liability  was  also  accepted  by  the  Committee  in  respect  of  one  baby 
admitted  to  the  Birmingham  and  Midland  Eye  Hospital. 

Infant  Feeding. — When  first  visited,  1 ,335  infants  were  entirely  breast- 
a  fed,  271  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  171  artificially  fed. 

Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows  : — 
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First  Visit — 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  293  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  103  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  1  1  babies. 

Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  were  being  given  to  35  babies. 

Whilst  on  Re-visit — 

Cow’s  Milk  was  being  given  to  517  babies. 

Dried  Milk  was  being  given  to  85  babies. 

Condensed  Milk  was  being  given  to  7  babies. 

Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  were  being  given  to  19  babies. 

On  the  first  re-visits,  1,102  were  reported  to  be  entirely  breast  fed. 

14  infants  died  before  being  re-visited,  and  33  had  left  the  Borough 
or  could  not  be  traced. 

SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

17  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


PAYMENT  OF  MIDWIVES’  FEES. 


With  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a  scheme  for  the 
payment  of  the  Midwife’s  fee  in  necessitous  cases  not  in  receipt 
of  Poor  Law  Relief  was  brought  into  force  during  the  year.  Applica¬ 
tion  for  payment  is  made  by  the  patient,  or  her  husband,  to  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  the  financial  circumstances  in 
each  case  are  carefully  investigated  before  payment  is  sanctioned. 

Under  the  scheme  a  fee  of  30  -  was  paid  to  midwives  in  respect  of  9 cases 
attended  by  them  from  the  time  that  the  scheme  came  into  operation. 

MIDWIVES  ACT. 


Midwives’  Inspections,  etc. 

No.  of  Midwives  on  Register —  Trained  . .  26 

Untrained  . .  5 

No.  of  Visits  to  Midwives —  Inspections  . .  138 

Interviews  . .  593 

Puerperal  Fever  notified 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified 


Total. 


1  1  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
3  cases  proved  fatal. 

31  cases  recovered. 
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Midwives  disinfected 


Ophthalmia  notified 

•  • 

24 

Cases  treated  at  home 

..  '..  18  1 

24 

Cases  treated  at  Hospital 

..  ..  6  J 

Midwives’  Notifications  (Medical  Help). 


Medical 

Help. 

Stillbirth 

Death 

of 

Child. 

Intention 

to 

Practice. 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection. 

Laying  Proposed 
out  a  Artificial 
dead  body  Feeding. 

Change 

of 

Address. 

Death 

of 

Mother. 

Change 

of 

Name. 

484  21  1 

31 

9 

2  7 

1 

1 

1 

Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Midwives. 


Pregnancy. 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage 
Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion 
Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage 
Purulent  Discharge 
Dangerous  Varicose  Veins 
Toxaemias  (unclassified) 
Albuminuria 


Labour. 

Ante,  and  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage 
Ruptured  Perinaeum 
Prolonged  and  Difficult  Labour 
Purulent  Discharge 
Malpresentation 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes 
Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis) 


12 

1 

3 

8 

3 


38 


22 

87 

103 

33 

26 

3 

274 
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27 

3 

5 

7 


42 

Infant.  — 

Inflammation  of  Eyes  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Serious  Skin  Eruption  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  I 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects  . .  . .  .  .  . .  7 

Convulsions  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Mastitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Injury  at  Birth  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis)  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 
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PUERPERIUM. 

Rise  of  Temperature 

Secondary  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage 

Mastitis 

Other  Causes  (indefinite  diagnosis) 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS,  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31st,  1929. 

No.  of  Births  notified  during  the  year  2,015 

by  Medical  Practitioners  . .  . .  234 

by  Midwives  . .  .  .  . .  1 ,778 

by  Parents  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Born  in  Manor  Hospital  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Unnotified  Births  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year  . .  .  75 

"  attended  by  Medical  Practitioners  ..  12 

n  attended  by  Midwives  . .  . .  . .  63 

Notified  Births  (excluding  Stillbirths),  Deaths  under  1  year  and  rate. 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1929. 


Blox-  Lea- 
wich.  more. 


Birch-!  Hath- 
hills.  I  erton. 


Pad¬ 
dock.  Bridge 


Pleck. 


Cald- 

more. 


M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Births  . . 

66 

81  168 

172 

142 

149 

98 

109 

102 

62  70 

74 

170 

169 

153 

15( 

Deaths  under 

1  year 

15  40 

37 

22 

17  27 

21 

19 

Mortality  Rate 

I 

per  1,000  births 

102.04  117.65 

127.15 

106.28 

103.66  187.50 

61.95 

62.71 

Manor 

Hosp. 


M. 


Gen. 

Hosp. 


Total 


M. 


F. 


M. 

977 


968 


198 


100.05 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  MILK 
SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Fresh  Milk. 

During  the  year  approximately  684  cases  received  a  supply  of  milk  free, 
at  a  cost  of  £742  8s.  9d. 

164  lbs.  of  Dried  Milk  was  given  free  at  a  cost  of  £12  16s.  Od. 


MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

There  are  now  in  Walsall  two  Maternity  Homes  and  two  combined 
Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  All  these  premises  are  registered  under  the 
Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927.  Exemptions,  as  provided  for  under 
Section  6  of  the  Act,  were  granted  to  our  Hospitals,  the  Walsall  General  Hos¬ 
pital  and  the  Manor  Hospital. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  Local  Statutory  Committee  has  delegated  certain  of  its  duties 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913 — 1927  to  the  Voluntary  Association 
for  Mental  Welfare. 

This  Association  was  formed  with  the  following  objects  : — 

1.  To  assist  the  Local  Authority  in  administering  the  Act  by  the  visitation, 
ascertainment  and  supervision  of  defectives. 

2.  To  supervise  mental  defectives  who  are  not  subject  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Act. 

3.  To  train  and  educate  mental  defectives  in  their  own  homes  or  at  the 
Occupation  Centre. 

4.  To  provide  an  information  bureau  for  those  interested  in  mental  welfare 
generally. 
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5.  To  provide  after  care  for  children  of  school  age. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Certifying  Officer  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act,  and  he  has  the  assistance  in  carrying  out  his  duties  of  the 
staff  of  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  consisting  of  one  whole-time  Voluntary 
Visitor,  the  Secretary,  one  full-time  paid  Visitor,  and  one  part-time  paid 
Visitor.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Occupation  Centre  is  also  a  full-time 
officer. 

There  are  two  groups  of  cases  to  be  dealt  wi  th  : — 

(a)  Statutory  Cases. — Consisting  of  mental  defectives  under  7  or  over 
16  years  known  to  require  special  care  and  supervision  ;  uneducable  mentally 
defective  children  between  the  ages  of  7  and  16,  and  children  referred  to  the 
Local  Control  Authority  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  as  being  either 
incapable  of  further  education  in  a  special  school,  or  of  being  incapable  of 
such  education  without  detriment  to  other  children.  These  are  dealt  with 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act. 

(b)  Education  Cases. — Consisting  of  mentally  defective  children 
between  the  ages  of  7  and  16  capable  of  education  in  special  schools.  These 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 

Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  (Notification  of  Children)  Regulations, 
1928,  it  is  laid,  down  that  “  The  Local  Education  Authority  shall  notify  to 
the  Local  Authority  under  the  Act  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  mentally 
defective  child  who  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16  is  about  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  or  discharged  from  a  Special  School  or  Class,  and  in  whose  case  the 
Local  Education  Authority  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  to  his  benefit 
that  he  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  Act  by  being  placed  under  super¬ 
vision  or  guardianship  or  sent  to  an  Institution.’ 

As  under  present  conditions  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  higher  grade 
mentally  defective  child  is  sent  to  a  special  school,  and  as  no  special  classes 
have  as  yet  been  formed,  the  notification  provided  for  under  the  above  regu¬ 
lations  and  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  of  1927  does  not  take  place. 
There  is  consequently  great  danger  of  those  children  who  should  be  placed 
under  statutory  supervision  at  the  age  of  16  being  missed,  as  under  present 
conditions  these  children  are  allowed  to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  14. 
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The  number  of  mentally  defective  persons  in  the  Borough  ascertained 
by  medical  examination  up  to  the  present  is  525  as  compared  with  the  index 
figure  of  671,  the  incidence  of  mental  defect  in  urban  areas  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  referred  to  below  being  6.71  per  1,000 

The  Statutory  Cases  are  distributed  as  follows  : — 

In  Certified  Institutions  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  46 

In  Mental  Hospitals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  85 

In  State  Institutions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  I 

In  Poor  Law  Institutions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Under  Supervision  at  home  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  54 

Under  Guardianship  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

273 

And  the  Education  Cases  : — 

In  Certified  Residential  Schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

At  Elementary  Schools  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  67 

At  Other  Institutions  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

At  Home  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 
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In  addition  there  are  136  cases  awaiting  classification  under  Voluntary 
Supervision  by  the  Voluntary  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

During  the  year  1 ,080  visits  were  paid,to  homes  by  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Visitors. 

57  cases  were  notified  to  the  Voluntary  Association  during  the  year, 
and  these  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Certified  and  sent  to  Institutions  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Under  Guardianship  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Otherwise  dealt  with  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 


57 
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Occupation  Centre. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help,  the  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Mental  Welfare  opened  an  Occupation  Centre  at  the  School  Clinic, 
Bradford  Street,  on  April  1st,  1924. 

There  are  33  children  on  the  roll  of  the  Centre,  which  is  now  open  as  a 
full  time  one,  the  younger  children  attending  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday,  from  10  a.m.  to  3-30  p.m.  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons  are 
devoted  to  the  Seniors,  and  on  Thursday  mornings  the  Supervisor  visits 
four  defectives,  who  are  unable,  on  account  of  physical  defect,  to  attend  the 
Centre,  and  superintends  handwork.  This  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
parents,  as  it  has  brought  some  interest  into  the  lives  of  their  defective 
children. 

The  children  have  been  provided  with  brown  overalls  and  brown  stock¬ 
ings,  and  pumps  for  school  use,  and  the  wearing  of  these  uniforms  has  afforded 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  the  children.  To  the  Supervisor  and  Miss  Hawley 
our  thanks  are  due  for  their  energy  in  obtaining  the  necessary  funds. 

The  time  table  includes  instruction  in  raffia  work,  rug  making,  plasticene 
modelling,  crayon  drawing,  sewing,  drill,  tooth  drill,  singing,  recitation  and 
eurythmics. 

The  work  of  the  Occupation  Centre  has  been  particularly  successful, 
considerable  improvement  not  only  in  the  mental  and  physical  condition 
of  the  pupils  attending  being  noted,  but  also  in  the  quality  of  the  handwork. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  medical  inspection 
of  the  pupils. 

During  the  year  the  most  valuable  and  instructive  report  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  —  a  joint  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Board  of  Control,  was  issued.  The  complete  report  is  worthy  of  very 
careful  study  by  all  the  members  of  the  Statutory  Committee  for  the  care 
of  the  Mental  Defective,  and  more  particularly  Part  III.,  the  section  dealing 
with  ’’  The  Adult  Defective.’’  In  the  following  paragraphs  a  few  of  the  more 
striking  features  of  the  report  are  indicated  for  the  information  of  those 
members  of  the  Council  who  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  studying  the 
complete  report. 
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The  investigations  of  Dr.  Lewis  and  his  staff  as  contained  in  the  report, 
indicate  clearly  that  the  incidence  of  mental  defect  is  nearly  twice  that  found 
by  the  Royal  Commission  which  reported  in  1 908.  This  increase  is  principally 
due  to  the  much  more  effective  ascertainment  which  was  possible,  but  it  may 
be  due  in  part  to  some  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Mental  Deficiency.  If 
there  has  been  any  such  increase,  it  is  important  to  note  that  this  increase  is 
not  due  to  the  harmful  industrial  conditions  of  large  towns,  but  rather  to 
changes  in  the  distribution  of  the  population  as  the  result  of  the  industrial 
revolution  of  the  last  century.  During  that  period  there  was  a  migration 
of  the  better  stock  from  the  rural  areas  to  the  large  towns,  and  it  is  possible  that 
this  left  behind  a  population  of  inferior  mental  quality,  and  that  the  inter¬ 
marriage  of  this  inferior  stock  has  produced  a  proportionately  larger  number 
of  mental  defectives.  Further,  the  general  death-rate  and  the  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rate  for  many  years  has  been  much  lower  in  rural  than  in  urban  areas, 
with  a  greater  survival  rate  and  greater  longevity  of  defectives. 

Defective  children  born  of  mentally  defective  parents  do  not  form  a  large 
proportion  of  the  total  number  of  defectives  existing.  Lower  grade  defectives 
were  found  indiscriminately  in  all  types  of  district  and  in  all  classes  of  family, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  feeble-minded  there  were  great  differences  of  incidence 
in  different  schools  and  villages  and  in  different  parts  of  the  same  town. 
The  town  schools  which  contained  the  greatest  number  of  feeble-minded 
children  were  generally  situated  in  the  slum  areas.  The  investigations 
appeared  to  show  that  feeble-mindedness  is  more  likely  to  occur  among  popu¬ 
lations  of  a  generally  low  mental  and  physical  level  than  elsewhere,  that  is 
to  say  in  slum  districts,  and  that  it  is  more  likely  to  be  prevalent  in  a  certain 
limited  group  which  may  be  termed  the  subnormal  group  of  the  population. 
The  evidence,  in  fact,  points  to  there  being  some  relationship  between  the 
slum  problem  and  the  problem  of  mental  deficiency.  If  mental  deficiency, 
physical  inefficiency,  chronic  pauperism,  recidivism,  are  all  more  or  less 
closely  related,  and  are  all  parts  of  a  single  focal  problem,  is  it  not  probable 
that  poor  mental  endowment,  manifesting  itself  in  an  incapacity  for  social 
adjustment  and  inability  to  manage  one’s  own  affairs,  may  be  not  merely 
a  symptom,  but  rather  the  chief  contributory  cause  of  these  kindred  social 
evils  ? 

If  it  were  possible  to  segregate  in  one  community  all  the  families  in  the 
country  containing  mental  defectives,  it  would  be  found  that  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  of  the  families  thus  collected  together  belonged  to  the  “  sub¬ 
normal  group,  or,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  report,  the  “  social  problem  ’ 
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group.  This  group  comprises  approximately  the  lowest  10  per  cent,  in  the 
social  scale  of  most  communities.  The  large  majority  of  its  members  are  not 
so  low  grade  themselves  as  to  be  certified  as  mentally  defective  —  they  have 
poor  innate  capacities,  and  their  social  and  economic  failure  is  primarily  due 
to  their  poor  mental  endowment.  If  in  addition  they  are  temperamentally 
unbalanced,  they  become  failures  that  are  dangerous  to  the  community. 

Mental  deficiency  is  not  only  a  social  problem,  it  is  an  economic  problem 
also,  and  the  burden  placed  on  a  community  by  the  presence  of  large  numbers 
of  defectives  in  its  midst  is  a  very  heavy  one. 

How  can  this  burden  be  lightened  ? 

It  cannot  be  too  stongly  emphasised  that  the  condition  of  mental  defici¬ 
ency  (amentia)  is  an  incurable  one,  being  in  the  mam  due  to  germinal  varia¬ 
tion  or  defect,  and  its  elimination  or  even  its  appreciable  diminution  must  be 
a  very  gradual  process.  Primary  amentia  (as  distinguished  from  secondary 
amentia  —  the  result  of  injury  or  disease)  is  very  often  the  last  stage  of  the  in¬ 
heritance  of  degeneracy  in  the  subnormal  group,  and  if  we  are  to  prevent 
mental  deficiency  we  must  deal  not  only  with  the  mentally  defective  person, 
but  with  the  whole  subnormal  group  from  which  the  majority  of  them 
come. 

The  two  most  obvious  preventive  measures  are  segregation  and  sterilisa¬ 
tion  of  those  members  of  the  subnormal  group  who  are  likely  to  become 
parents.  As  only  a  small  propostion  of  this  subnormal  group  —  less  than 
10  per  cent.  —  are  sufficiently  low  grade  to  be  certifiably  as  mentally 
defective,  the  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  defectives  in  the  next  generation 
by  the  segregation  or  sterilisation  of  all  the  certifiable  members  of  this  group 
— would  not  be  great.  To  be  effective,  any  preventive  measures  must  be 
applied  to  the  whole  of  the  subnormal  group,  and  this  obviously  is  im¬ 
practicable.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  certain  number  of  cases  of  amentia 
occur  in  those  groups  (comprising  nine-tenths  of  the  population)  which  are 
outside  the  subnormal  group,  and  to  these  the  policy  of  sterilisation  or 
segregation  could  not  be  applied. 

The  advocates  of  sterilisation  maintain  that  the  method  is  applied 
successfully  in  America,  but  the  evidence  available  in  regard  to  the  results 
achieved  in  California,  where  sterilisation  has  been  most  practised,  is  far 
from  conclusive,  and  has  only  enabled  a  small  proportion  of  defectives  to  be 
discharged  from  institutions. 
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“  Sterilisation  offers  itself  not  as  a  substitute  for  segregation  or  parole, 
but  as  an  adjunct  to  parole  which  makes  it  possible  to  extend  the  parole 
system  safely.” — (Sterilisation  for  Human  Betterment.) 

Sterilisation  does  not  make  defectives  more  stable,  does  not  enable  them 
to  earn  their  living,  does  not  prevent  them  from  getting  into  mischief,  and 
does  not  enhance  their  social  efficiency  in  any  way  ;  it  may  indeed  increase 
their  moral  danger  and  prove  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  legalisation 
of  sterilisation,  however  carefully  safeguarded,  would  inevitably  enhance 
the  difficulties  of  bringing  defectives  within  the  scope  of  the  Mental  Defici¬ 
ency  Acts. 

Segregation,  on  the  other  hand,  although  costly,  is  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  methods  of  dealing  with  those  mental 
defectives  who  require  to  be  segregated.  Care  must  therefore  be  taken  to 
ensure  that  the  available  accommodation  shall  be  used  to  the  best  advantage, 
for  the  chief  aim  of  the  institution  or  colony  should  be  to  fit  as  many  as 
possible  of  the  suitable  higher  grade  defective  for  life  in  the  general  com¬ 
munity  under  proper  supervision. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  OTHER  OFFICERS’ 
SUPERANNUATION  ACT. 

Under  this  Act  all  employees  have  to  pass  a  medical  examination  before 
being  taken  on  the  permanent  staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Referee  for  the  Cor¬ 
poration. 

During  the  year  41  persons  were  examined  prior  to  their  appointment, 
and  were  passed  as  satisfactory  lives. 

OTHER  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Fifty-five  employees  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  Tramways  Com¬ 
mittee  as  to  their  fitness  to  act  as  Tram  or  Bus  Drivers. 

All  candidates  for  the  Police  Force  are  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  whose  services  were  also  requisitioned  by  the  Police  on  many 
other  occasions. 
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CARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

There  are  125  Blind  Persons  on  the  register  of  the  Blind  for  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall,  the  details  as  to  numbers  and  classification  being  set  out 
in  Tables  A  and  B.  Of  that  number  1 5  are  school  children  under  the  age  of 
16,  14  of  whom  are  in  special  schools.  74  persons  are  unemployable  ;  of  the 
others  33  are  employed  in  various  occupations  (Table  C)  and  3  are  under 
training. 

Certain  of  the  arrangements  for  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  Blind 
persons  are  carried  out  by  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee,  or  on  their 
behalf  by  the  Walsall,  Wednesbury  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Nineteen  of  our  Walsall  Blind  are  employed  in  the  local  Workshops. 
These  Workshops  are  by  no  means  satisfactory,  and  there  is  much  room  for 
improvement.  The  question  of  provision  of  new  workshops  on  a  new  site 
is  under  consideration. 

Home  workers  are  dealt  with  by  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for 
the  Blind.  During  1929  there  were  two  Home  Teachers,  who  looked  after 
all  blind  persons  in  both  the  Walsall  and  Wednesbury  areas. 


UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND. 

The  Town  Council  augment  the  income  of  each  of  the  25  unemployable 
persons  in  the  Borough  who  are  of  full  age,  to  16  -  per  week,  and  the  Home 
Visitors  have  been  instructed  when  distributing  this  grant  to  enquire  if  they 
are  as  reasonably  comfortable  as  possible,  and  if  conditions  are  unsatisfactory 
to  report  the  same  to  the  local  Blind  Society  and  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare 
Committee.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Blind  Persons  Welfare  Committee  to  prevent 
any  further  cases  of  unemployable  blind  finding  it  requisite  to  have  outdoor 
poor  relief,  as  it  is  undesirable  to  add  to  their  distress  by  the  so-called  stigma 
of  pauperism. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  wo  rk  is  undertaken  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  under  an 
agreement  with  the  Town  Council,  Dr.  A.  M.  Stuart  being  the  Medical 
Officer  of  this  Department. 

Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  and  an 
Afternoon  Clinic  for  Females  on  Thursdays  weekly.  Provision  is  made  for 
cases  to  remain  in  the  Hospital  over-night,  if  necessary,  after  injections. 

A  Special  Clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoon  is  reserved  for  cases  requiring 
injection. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea  daily.  A  male 
and  female  nurse  are  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

Examinations  of  specimens  for  Gonococci  are  undertaken  by  Dr.  Stuart, 
Other  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be  received  into  the  Cleveland  House, 
Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue  work,  cases  at  the 
Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient  stay  may  also  be 
transferred  to  Cleveland  House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and  nursing,  and  it 
includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

Summary  of  the  work  from  statistics  furnished  by  Dr.  Stuart  : — 


The  number  of  persons 

receiving 

treatment  for 

the  first  time  in  1929 

may  be  classified  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Syphilis  only 

47 

32 

79 

Gonorrhoea  only 

46 

25 

71 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

Conditions  other  than 

Syphilis  &  Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease. 

* 

— 

M.  F.  Total 

Totals .  . 

93 

57 

150 

57  35  92 
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There  were  already  receiving  treatment  on  January  1st,  1929,  for 
Syphilis,  105  males,  64  females  ;  Gonorrhoea,  47  males,  14  females  ;  other 
than  Venereal  Disease,  0  ;  total  230. 

Total  number  of  persons  who  received  treatment  was  488,  and  the 
attendances  at  out-patient  Clinic,  6,248,  of  which  3,813  were  males  and 
2,435  females. 

The  aggregate  number  of  “in-patient”  days,  149,  113  of  which  were 
males,  and  36  females. 

The  results  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 

Syphilis.  Soft  Chancre.  Gonorrhoea. 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 

treatment  ..  ..  46  25  —  —  20  12 

Ceased  to  attend  after  completing 
treatment,  but  before  final  tests 

as  to  cure  of  ..  ..  . .  20  13  —  —  1710 

Discharged  from  out-patient  after 

completing  treatment  . .  ..43  —  —  82 

Transferred  to  other  Treatment 

Centres  ..  ..  ..52  —  —  137 


Residential  areas  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  were  : — 


Walsall.  Staffordshire. 

Syphilis  ......  71  8 

Soft  Chancre  ......  —  — 

Gonorrhoea  ......  57  14 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  82  10 

Total  ..  210  32 


For  Spirochetes,  — ;  Gonococci,  253  ;  other  organisms,  —  ;  specimens 
were  examined  by  Dr.  Stuart. 

For  Wasserman  re-action  443  specimens,  and  for  Gonococci  6  specimens 
were  submitted  to  Birmingham  University. 

No.  of  Walsall  persons  treated  at  Wolverhampton  Centre  : — 

Syphilis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Gonorrhoea  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Total  ..  17 
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SOCIAL  HYGIENE  WEEK. 

The  first  part  of  a  Campaign  organised  by  the  Health  Committee  in 
conjunction  with  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council  for  the  dissemination 
of  knowledge,  not  only  as  to  Venereal  Diseases,  but  also  as  to  the  main  facts 
of  life,  has  been  successfully  completed. 

A  preliminary  conference  presided  over  by  the  Mayor  was  held  at  the 
Council  House  on  November  20th.  A  well  attended  meeting  of  social  workers 
and  other  interested  members  of  the  community  was  addressed  by  Mrs, 
Neville  Rolfe,  Secretary-General  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  who 
explained  the  objects  of  the  Campaign,  and  by  Dr.  Nathan  Raw,  London. 
At  this  meeting  a  local  branch  of  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council  was 
formed. 

During  the  first  week  of  December  a  series  of  meetings  were  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  Borough.  All  the  meetings  were  addressed  by  qualified 
speakers  from  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  the  addresses  being  illus¬ 
trated  by  films.  The  programme  was  as  follows  : — 

December  2nd. — Conference  of  Teachers  —  Lily  Hall. 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Marjorie  Smith-Wilson. 

Film  -  “  The  Gift  of  Life.” 

Chairman  Alderman  E.  Shelley,  J.P. 

Conference  —  Leaders  of  Youth. 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Parsons. 

Film  -  “  Our  Bodies.” 

% 

December  3rd. —  Mixed  Meeting  —  Town  Hall. 

Speaker  -  Mr.  Wilkins. 

Film  -  “  Deferred  Payment.” 

Chairman  -  Coun.  Mrs.  Cresswell,  J.P. 

Meeting  for  Men. 

Film  -  ”  The  Student’s  Lesson.” 

On  this  day  there  was  also  held  a  meeting  at  one  of  the  large  works  in 
the  town,  an  address  being  given  by  Miss  Hillsdon,  of  Birmingham,  to 
approximately  500  young  girls. 


66 


December  4th. — Meeting  for  Midwives  and  Nurses  —  Lily  Hall  (after¬ 
noon). 

Speaker  n  Dr.  Wilson. 

Film  -  “  Deferred  Payment.” 

December  4th. — Meeting  for  Women  —  Town  Hall  (evening). 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Hilda  Walker. 

Film  -  “  The  Public  Health  Twins  ”  and 

“  The  Irresponsibles.” 

Chairman  -  Councillor  Mrs.  Cresswell,  J.P. 

December  5th. — Mixed  Meeting  —  Palfrey  Working  Men’s  Club. 

Speaker  -  Mr.  Wilkins.  ! 

Film  -  “  Deferred  Payment.” 

Chairman  -  Alderman  H.  Hucker,  J.P. 

Meeting  for  Men. 

Film  -  “  The  V.D.  Cash  Register.” 

December  6th. — Mixed  Meeting  —  Public  Hall,  Bloxwich. 

Speaker  -  Mr.  Wilkins. 

Film  -  ”  Deferred  Payment.” 

Chairman  -  Councillor  Dr.  Drabble,  M.R.C.S. 

Meeting  for  Men. 

Film  -  “  The  V.D.  Cash  Register.” 

All  the  public  meetings,  without  exception,  were  very  well  attended. 
At  both  evening  meetings  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  3rd  and  4th  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  hall  was  crowded  out,  very  many  being  unable  to  obtain  admission. 
At  Palfrey  on  the  evening  of  5th  December,  and  at  Bloxwich  on  the  evening 
of  the  6th  December,  we  had  a  similar  experience,  many  persons  being  turned 
away  at  both  halls.  It  is  estimated  that  between  4,000  and  5,000  people 
attended  one  or  other  meeting.  All  the  addresses  were  listened  to  with 
great  attention,  the  audience  at  the  Town  Hall  on  Tuesday  being  the  largest, 
and  at  the  same  time  the.quietest  and  most  appreciative  audience'that  I  have 
ever  seen. 

From  conversations  which  I  have  since  had  with  members  of  the  various 
audiences,  one  is  justified  in  saying  that  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Committee 
in  providing  these  lectures  have  been  greatly  appreciated,  and  have  supplied 
a  want. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62. 


No  action  has  been  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  under  either  of 
these  Sections. 


Notifications.  (Tables  I.  and  II.) 


There  has  to  be  recorded  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  primary 
notifications  of  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease,  188  notifications  having 
been  received  as  against  187  in  1928,  and  190  in  1927.  An  increase  has  also 
to  be  recorded  in  the  number  of  primary  notifications  of  other  forms  of  the 
disease,  55  being  notified  as  against  43  in  1928  and  41  in  1927. 

As  I  have  stated  on  previous  occasions,  notification  cannot  be  regarded 
as  being  a  certain  index  of  the  number  of  fresh  cases  occurring  in  a  community 
in  any  one  year,  as  we  find  deaths  of  patients  occurring  only  a  short  time  after 
notification.  In  this  report  it  may  be  noted  that  32  cases,  as  against  34  cases 
in  1928,  came  to  our  notice  in  other  ways  than  by  primary  notification. 


Table  I. 

Summary  of  Primary  Notifications  received  during  1929. 


Age  Groups — 

0-1 

1-3 

5-10 

10-15 

I5-2o 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

Ab.  65 

Total 

Respiratory — Males 

— 

1 

11 

4 

12 

5 

17 

15 

9 

10 

1 

85 

Respiratory — Females  . . 

— 

1 

8 

7 

22 

16 

28 

13 

6 

1 

1 

103 

Non-respiratory — Males 

1 

5 

9 

2 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Non-respiratory-Females 

1 

8 

12 

4 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

32 
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Table  n. 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1929,  otherwise 
than  by  notification  on  Form  A  or  B. 


Age  Period — 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

1 5-20  20-25 

1 

25-3535-45 

45-55 

55-65  Ab.65 

Total 

Respiratory — Males 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

13 

Respiratory — Females  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

3 

4 

— 

— 

11 

Non-respiratory — Males 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Non-respiratory-Females 

1 

1 

2 

These  cases  were  distributed  throughout  the  wards  of  the  town  as  fol¬ 
lows,  the  deaths  occurring  in  each  ward  also  being  included  : — 

Table  ID. 


Bloxwich. 

Leamore. 

Birchills. 

Hatherton. 

Paddock. 

Bridge. 

Pleck. 

Caldmore. 

Workhouse. 

General  Hosp. 

Total 

Cases  Notified — 

Respiratory 

Other  Forms 

12 

7 

30 

9 

36 

6 

20 

5 

22 

7 

8 

6 

28 

8 

32 

7 

— 

_ 

188 

55 

Deaths — 

Respiratory 

9 

15 

14 

9 

16 

9 

15 

18 

105 

Other  Forms 

" 

2 

1 

2 

4 

6 

1 

16 

Mortality. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  from  the  disease  during  1929, 
121  deaths  being  due  to  Tuberculosis,  as  against  1 33  In  1928  and  1  1 3  in  1 927. 
There  has  been  an  increase  in  deaths  due  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  from 
103  to  103,  and  a  decrease  in  deaths  from  other  forms  of  the  disease  from 
30  to  16. 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  has  accordingly  fallen 
from  1.33  in  1928  to  1.20  in  1929,  and  the  Death  Rate  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  has  risen  from  1.03  in  1928  to  1.04  in  192° 
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Table  IV. 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  all  Persons  Dying  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age  Groups 

0-5 
m.  f. 

5-10 
m.  f. 

10-15 

m.  f. 

15-20 
m.  f. 

20-25 

m.  f. 

25-35 
m.  f . 

35-45 
m.  f. 

45-55 

m.  f. 

55-65 
m.  f. 

Ab.65 
m.  f. 

Total, 
m.  f. 

Respiratory 

-  i 

3  - 

1  4 

2  5 

3  6 

5  14 

15  8 

17  7 

10  1 

2  1 

58  47 

Non-respiratory 

6  4 

-  1 

-  1 

1  1 

-  - 

-  - 

1  - 

1  - 

-  - 

-  - 

9  7 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table,  26  were  either  not  notified  at  all  or  were  notified  only  a 
few  weeks  before  death,  and  in  two  cases  notification  was  received  after  death 
had  taken  place  ;  whilst  of  deaths  from  other  forms  of  the  disease,  4  were  not 
notified,  6  were  notified  less  than  six  weeks  before  death,  whilst  in  3  cases 
notification  was  received  after  death  had  taken  place. 


Total  Deaths 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 
105 

Other  Forms 
16 

Cases  not  notified 

•  •  .  . 

7 

4 

Notification  received  after  death 

•  •  .  • 

2 

3 

Death  within  2  weeks  of  notification  . . 

•  •  .  . 

10 

6 

Death  within  six  weeks  of  notification 

•  •  ,  . 

9 

0 

The  ratio  of  the  un-notified  to  the  total  deaths  is  9% 


Table  V. 

Occupation  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  of  Walsall  and  dying 
from  Tuberculosis  during  1929  : — 


At  or  under  School  Age 

..  16 

Motor  Drivers 

..  3 

Leather  Workers 

..  9 

Travellers 

..  2 

Clerks 

..  2 

Bus  Drivers  . . 

..  2 

Domestic  Servants 

•  ..  1 

Painters 

..  1 

Miners 

..  7 

Hairdressers  . . 

..  1 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers 

..  11 

Chemists 

..  1 

Electricians 

..  3 

Victuallers 

..  1 

Metal  Turners  .. 

..  2 

Brass  Polishers 

..  2 

Harness  Workers 

..  2 

Bookbinders  . . 

..  1 

Carpenters 

..  2 

Postmen 

..  1 

Filers 

..  3 

Grocers 

..  1 

Tube  Workers  . . 

..  1 

Bread  Dealers 

..  1 

Labourers 

..  2 

Police 

..  1 

Brickmakers 

..  4 

Confectioner’s  Assistants 

..  1 

Storekeepers 

..  2 

Stonemasons 

..  1 

Dressmakers 

..  1 

Furnacemen  . . 

..  1 

Glovemakers 

..  1 

Housewives  . . 

..  20 

Pressers  . . 

..  1 

Nil  . 

..  10 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

The  following  table  as  furnished  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  sets  out  the 
work  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  during  the  year. 

From  this  and  other  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  1 02  males,  1 33  females  and 
180  children  under  the  age  of  15,  a  total  of  415  were  examined  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  as  against  377  in  1928.  Of  that  number  15  males,  15 
females,  and  64  children  were  examined  as  being  contacts  of  known  cases 
of  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  toal,  42  males,  42  females  and  124  children  were  considered 
after  careful,  and  in  some  cases  prolonged  observation  and  repeated  examina¬ 
tion,  to  be  non-tuberculous. 

2,321  attendances  were  made  by  patients  at  the  Dispensary  during  the 
year,  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  44. 

Table  VI. 


Showing  the  Work  of  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  1929. 


Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Total. 

Diagnosis. 

Adi 

llts. 

Children 

i 

Ad 

lilts 

Chi 

dren 

Ad 

ults 

Children 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A. — New  Cases  examined  during  the 
year  (excluding  contacts) — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

30 

74 

12 

10 

3 

4 

9 

11 

53 

78 

21 

21 

(b)  Doubtfully  tuberculous  . . 

1  - 

2 

8 

1 

3 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

32 

30 

40 

B. — CONTACTS  examined  during  the 
year — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

4 

5 

3 

6 

1 

5 

4 

5 

4 

11 

(b)  Doubtfully  tuberculous  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  . . 

10 

9 

20 

29 

C. — Cases  written  off  the  Dispensary 
Register,  as — 

(a)  Cured  . 

4 

2 

1 

4 

3 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  confirmed  or 
non-tuberculous  (including 
cancellation  of  cases  notified 
in  error) 

42 

41 

35 
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D. — Number  of  Persons  on  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  on  December 

31st — 

(a)  Diagnosis  completed 

278 

270 

86 

141 

24 

17 

77 

74 

302 

287 

163 

215 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  . . 

1 

—  ' 

4  1 

6 

2  1 

3 

Table  VI. — continued. 


1.  Number  of  persons  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st 

843 

9.  Number  of  patients  to  whom 
Dental  I  reatment  was  given,  at  or 
in  connection  with  the  Dispensary 

2.  Number  of  patients  transferred  from 
other  areas  and  of  “  lost  sight  of  ” 
cases  returned 

33 

10.  Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners 

(a)  At  Homes  of  Applicants 

(b)  Otherwise 

57 

563 

3.  Number  of  patients  transferred  to 
other  areas  and  cases  “  lost  sight  of  ” 

28 

1 1 .  Number  of  other  visits  by  Tuber- 
culosis  Officers  to  Homes 

45 

4.  Died  during  the  year 

71 

12.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for  Dis¬ 
pensary  purposes  . . 

2672 

5.  Number  of  observation  cases  under 
A  (b)  and  B  (b)  above  in  which 
period  of  observation  exceeded  2 
months 

7 

13.  Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc. 

examined 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made 

in  connection  with  Dispensary 
work. 

586 

4 

6.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  (including  Contacts) 

2321 

7.  Number  of  attendances  of  non- 
pulmonary  cases  at  Orthopaedic 
Out-stations  for  treatment  or  super¬ 
vision  . . 

186 

14.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  on 
Dispensary  Register  on  the  31st 
December  . . 

357 

8.  Number  of  attendances  at  General 
Hospitals  or  other  Institutions 
approved  for  the  purpose  of  patients 
for 

(a)  “  Light  ”  treatment 

(b)  Other  special  forms  of  treat- 
treatment 

22 

15.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under 
Domiciliary  Treatment  on  the  3 1st 
December  . . 

187 

16.  Number  of  reports  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  Insured 
Persons  : — 

(a)  Form  G.P.  17 

(b)  Form  G.P.  36 

21 

397 
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The  Dispensary  has  been  opened  as  formerly  on  each  day  of  the  week, 
an  evening  session  being  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  in  the  month. 
During  the  year  50  surgical  dressings  were  done  by  the  Nurses. 

Extent  of  Tuberculosis  in  Walsall. 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been  carefully  revised,  and  the  names 
of  all  patients  who  have  given  satisfactory  evidence  of  complete  recovery 
from  the  disease,  have  been  removed.  In  the  following  table,  details  are 
given  of  the  distribution  of  the  disease  throughout  the  various  wards.  From 
this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  87J  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  257  cases  of  other  forms  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough. 


Table  Vin. 


Pulmonary. 

N 

on-pulmonary. 

Grand 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Bloxwich 

26 

27 

53 

13 

7 

20 

73 

Leamore 

52 

75 

127 

24 

23 

47 

174 

Birchills 

66 

95 

161 

15 

23 

38 

199 

Hatherton  . . 

37 

37 

74 

6 

6 

12 

86 

Paddock 

35 

48 

83 

14 

12 

26 

109 

Bridge 

40 

27 

67 

17 

13 

30 

97 

Pleck 

75 

90 

165 

17 

17 

34 

199 

Caldmore  . . 

67 

73 

140 

26 

24 

50 

190 

870 

257 

1127 

Domicilary  Treatment. 

During  the  year  184  patients  received  this  form  of  treatment  from  their 
own  medical  attendants,  and  397  quarterly  reports  were  received  from  them 
as  to  their  physical  condition  and  progress  of  the  patients  under  their  care. 


Table  VII. 

(a)  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

ANNUAL  RETURN,  showing  in  Summary  Form  the  Condition  of  all  Patients  whose  case  records  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  Dispensary  (or  Dispensaries)  at  the  end  of  1929,  arranged  according  to  the  years  in  which  the  patients  hrst  came 
under  Public  Medical  Treatment  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  their  classification  as  shown  on  Form  A. 


Condition  at  the  time  of  the 
last  record  made  during  the 
year  to  which  the  Return 
relates. 

3revious  to  1926. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

Class  T.B.  Plus. 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

Class  T.B.  Plus. 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

Cl 

ass  T.B.  Plus. 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

Class  T.B.  Plus. 

j  Class  T.B.  Plus. 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total. 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total. 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total. 

Group  1. 

Group  2. 

Group  3. 

Total. 

Class  T.B.  minus. 

Group  1 . 

Group  2. 

D 

O 

w. 

a 

Total. 

ALIVE. 

Discharged 
as  cured. 

Adults. 

M. 

22 

1  1 

l  1 

1 

- 1  - 

F. 

24 

— j- 

Child- 

ren. 

M. 

8 

| 

1 

1 

i 

F. 

4 

1 

Disease  arrested. 

Adults. 

M.  42 

6 

2 

8 

46 

2 

3  1  _ 

5 

9 

-1- 

-1- 

F. 

46 

1 

1 

— 

2 

38 

1 

l 

i 

1 

13 

— 

1 

~  1  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2  d 

£ 

(J 

M. 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Disease  not 
arrested. 

Adults. 

M. 

28 

2 

5 

2 

9 

9 

5 

2 

1 

8 

16 

2 

6 

— 

8 

25 

2 

10 

1 

13 

24 

3  11 

4 

18 

F. 

23 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

11 

5 

3 

2 

10 

30  4 

5 

-j 

9 

<8 

6 ! 

10 

6 

22 

Child- 

ren. 

M. 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F.  1  II 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

II 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

1 

— 

-| 

1 

13 

-| 

1 

— 

1 

Condition  not  ascertained  during  the  year  1 2 

— 

1 

— 

' 

II 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3I 

— 

— 

! 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Lost  Sight  of  or  otherwise  removed 
from  Dispensary  Register  . . 

40 

1 

2 

o 

J> 

7  4 
3’ 

1 

1 ; 3 

— 

4 

22 

1 

• 

3 

5 

1 ! 

- 

— 

i  I 

1 

i  - 

t  r 

r 

1 

3 

M.  |  16  5 

14 

12 

31  6 

5  !  12 

10 

27 

6 

1 

3 

8  10  |  21 

5 

_ 

7 

II  1  18  3 

2  9  11 

i  F.  8  4  :  8  II  23  8  3  2  13  18  3  2  9  4  15  7  2  5  10  17  2  —  2  7  9 


DEAD. 


M  I  -  —  -  —  |---  -  3  —  —  —  —  I 


.  346  21  36  27  84  219  18  24  25  67  Ii6  13  28  20  61  91  9  27  22  56  102  10  26  28  64 


Table  VII. — continued. 

(h)  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

ANNUAL  RETURN  showing  in  Summary  Form  the  Condition  of  all  Patients  whose  case  records  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  Dispensary  (01  Dispensaries)  .it  the  end  of  1929,  arranged  according  to  the  years  in  which  the  Patients  first  came 
under  Public  Medical  Treatment,  and  their  classification  as  shown  on  Form  A. 


j  Previous  to  1926. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

Condition  at  the  tune  of 
the  last  record  made 
during  the  year  to  which 
the  Return  relates. 

t 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

Total. 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

Total. 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

Total. 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

Total. 

Bones  and  Joints. 

Abdominal. 

|  Other  Organs. 

Peripheral  Glands. 

1  Total. 

i 

ALIVE.  | 

Discharged 
as  cured. 

Chil-  |  Adults, 
dren. 

M. 

1 

i 

2 

F. 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

M. 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| 

— 

— 

— 

_  1 

1 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

3 

4 

-!- 

1  | 

1  1 

Disease  arrested. 

Adults.  1 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

3 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-1  i 

1 

— 

—  ;  — 

— 

F. 

2 

1 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

' 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

~ 

— 

~  1  ~ 

Chil¬ 

dren. 

M. 

8 

4 

4 

6 

22 

3 

9 

1 

6 

19 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

—  — 

—  i  i 

1 

1  1 

1 

“ 

F. 

7 

4 

3 

10 

24 

1 

— 

— 

8 

9 

1 

4 

— 

8 

13 

—  1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Disease  not 
arrested. 

Adults. 

M. 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

~ 

1 

3 

2 

-|  1 

-!  3 

1 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  !  _ 

1 

1 

i 

— 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

5 

Chil¬ 

dren. 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

6 

4  - 

i 

1 

6 

2  j  ^ 

1 

o 

F. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

4 

8 

3I  6 

6  15 

1 

Transferred  to  Pulmonary  . . 

— 

— 

— 

' 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1  ! 

1  l 

Condition  not  ascertained  during  the  year  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

' 

- 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

-1-1- 

— 

—  1  —  i  — 

Lost  Sight  of  or  otherwise  removed  from 
Dispensary  Register 

5 

3 

4 

1 

13 

5 

1 

3 

6 

15 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

! 

— 

DEAD. 

Adults. 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

F. 

—  1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 

1 

3 

-  1  - 
1 

~ 

— 

— 

Chil¬ 

dren. 

M. 

1  1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

4 

1 

1 

| 

I 

Totals  . 

36 

18 

15 

37  106 

13 

II 

4 

26 

54  10 

8 

5 

18 

41 

9 

4 

10  28  8  '  II 

4 

10 

33 

73 


Extra  Nourishment. 

Forty-five  patients,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  milk,  at  a  total 
cost  of  approximately  £173.  The  Civic  Guild  of  Help  have  again  rendered 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee  in  carrying 
out  any  necessary  investigation  as  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  patients. 


Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1929,  there  were  7  children  under  treatment  for 
surgical  tuberculosis,  1  case  of  Hip  Disease  at  St.  Gerard’s  Hospital,  3  cases 
of  Hip  Disease  at  the  Woodlands,  1  case  of  Hip  Disease  at  the  Forelands, 
Bromsgrove,  1  case  of  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Shoulder  at  the  Fore¬ 
lands,  Bromsgrove,  and  1  case  of  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Knee  at  the 
Woodlands. 

During  the  year  3  children  suffering  from  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the 
Hip,  1  with  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Spine,  1  with  Tuberculous  Disease 
of  the  Shoulder,  1  adult  with  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Hip,  and  1  with 
Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Knee,  were  admitted  to  the  Birmingham 
Cripples’  Union  Hospitals. 

One  adult  with  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Knee,  2  children  with  Hip 
Disease,  and  1  with  Tuberculous  Disease  of  the  Shoulder,  were  discharged. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  9  children  and  1  adult  remained  under  treatment 
at  the  Hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Birmingham  Cripples’  Union. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Bones  or  Joints  requiring  expert  opinion 
are  examined  by  the  Surgical  Specialist  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  established 
by  the  Education  Committee  at  their  School  Clinic,  Bradford  Street,  and 
all  necessary  supervision  and  after  care  treatment  of  these  cases  is  carried 
out  by  the  Staff  there.  During  the  year  186  attendances  were  made  at  the 
Orthopaedic  Clinic. 
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Table  IX. 


Sex  and  ages  constitution  of  all  persons  applying  for  advice  or  treatment 
with  results  of  examination  : — 


Age  Groups. 

0-3 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

Ab.  55 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

M. 

1 

10 

2 

4 

9 

19 

10 

1 

11 

67 

F. 

- 

9 

7 

23 

22 

22 

10 

3 

3 

99 

Other  Forms 

M. 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

F. 

3 

11 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

20 

Non-T  uberculous 

M. 

7 

36 

14 

11 

8 

13 

10 

5 

3 

107 

F. 

21 

31 

23 

12 

9 

15 

12 

2 

6 

131 

Table  X. 

In  the  following  table  an  analysis  of  the  occupation  of  the  1 58  patients 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  given. 


At  or  under  School  Age 

..  48 

Laundry  Workers 

..  I 

Art  Metal  Workers 

..  ’  1 

Motor  Drivers 

..  1 

Brass  Polishers  . . 

1 

Milliners 

..  1 

Buckle  Workers 

..  1 

Miners 

..  5 

Carpenters 

..  1 

Nurses 

..  2 

Casters  . . 

..  3 

Organ  Turners 

..  1 

Clerks 

..  2 

Pressworkers  . . 

..  3 

Domestics 

..  6 

Canvassers 

..  1 

Dentists 

..  1 

Porters 

..  1 

Electric  Welders 

..  1 

Pickle  Workers 

..  1 

Filers 

..  2 

Railway  Cleaners 

..  1 

Furnacemen 

..  2 

Rubber  Workers 

..  1 

Housewives 

..  33 

Stonemasons 

..  1 

Ironworkers 

..  7 

Tool  Makers  . . 

..  1 

Leather  Workers 

..  14 

Travellers 

..  2 

Lock  Workers 

..  2 

Tailors  and  Tailoresses 

..  2 

Lathe  Workers  . . 

..  1 

Waitresses 

..  1 

Labourers 

..  2 

Nil  . 

..  4 

Home  Visits. 

During  the  year  the  Nurses  paid  243  first  visits  and  2429  re-visits  to  the 
houses  of  the  patients.  As  in  former  years,  many  bad  cases  of  over-crowding 
have  been  met  with,  when  more  adequate  housing  accommodation  is  ex- 
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tremely  difficult  to  find  for  the  majority  of  the  patients,  it  requires  a  good 
deal  of  ingenuity  to  devise  ways  and  means  whereby  the  patient  at  least  may 
have  more  suitable  sleeping  accommodation. 

In  only  22  cases  were  patients,  when  first  visited,  found  to  have  a  separate 
bedroom  ;  in  32  others  a  separate  bed  was  provided,  the  room  being  shared 
by  others  in  147  cases. 

In  20  of  the  houses  visited  there  was  no  through  ventilation  ;  in  29 
houses  the  lighting  was  described  as  being  unsatisfactory.  In  four  cases 
the  homes  were  described  as  being  very  dirty,  and  a  report  was  accordingly 
made  to  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Laboratory  Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  for  the  presence  or  absence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  made  at  the  Dispensary  : — 

Sputum  ..  Positive,  105;  Negative,  481. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

In  the  following  tables,  as  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  are  given 
details  of  patients  belonging  to  Walsall  who  have  received  Institutional 
Treatment  under  the  Local  Tuberculosis  Scheme,  whether  at  Pelsall  Sana¬ 
torium  or  at  any  other  Institution  to  which  they  have  been  sent  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

From  Table  XI,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  average  number  of  48  beds  have 
been  available  for  Walsall  patients,  and  that  1 15  patients  were  admitted  to 
these  beds  during  the  year,  102  being  discharged  and  8  having  a  fatal  ter¬ 
mination. 

Table  XI. 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


A.  Average  Number  of  Beds  available  for  Patients  during  the 

year  1929. 


Observa¬ 

tion. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Total. 

Sanatorium 

Beds. 

Hospital 

Beds. 

Disease  of 
Bones  and 
Joints. 

Other 

Conditions 

Adult  Males 

* 

1 

13 

4 

1 

— 

19 

Adult  Females  . . 

1 

8 

5 

1 

— 

15 

Children  under  15 

— 

6 

— 

8 

— 

14 

Total  . . 

2 

27 

9 

10 

— 

48 
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RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

B.  Return  showing  the  Extent  of  Residential  Institutions 

during  1929. 


In 

Institutions 
on  Jan.  1. 

Admitted 
during  the 
year. 

Discharged 
during  the 
year. 

Died 
in  the 
Institutions. 

In 

Institutions 
on  Dec.  31 . 

No.  of  Patients 

Adults. 

M. 

15 

50 

46 

3 

16 

F. 

10 

45 

41 

4 

10 

Children. 

M. 

4 

3 

I 

6 

F. 

9 

15 

12 

1 

11 

No.  of  Observation 
Cases. 

Adults. 

M. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Children. 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

38 

115 

102 

8 

43 

!  .1  III  r  \|l 


Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  treatment  of  patients  and  of  observation  of  doubtful  cases 


discharged  from  Residential  Institutions  during  the  year  1929. 


5  C 
c 

Duration 

oi  Residential  Treatment 

IN  THE 

Institution. 

dassiheatio 
admission 
ic  Instituti 

Condition  at  Time  of 
Discharge. 

Under  3 
months. 

3-6 

months. 

6—12 

months. 

M 

12 

ore  tha 
month 

n 

s. 

Total 

c  ~z 

o 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Quiescent 

9 

9 

6 

6 

2 

4 

3 

6 

•  • 

43 

CQ  . 

r  * 

C— '  3 

Improved 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

10 

«.s 
s  e 
u 

No  Material  Improvement 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Died  in  Institution 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

w 

Quiescent 

3 

1 

4 

CQ  a 

Improved 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

*(/> 

rj  3 

L*  O 
co 

igO 

u 

No  Material  Improvement 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

U 

u 

Died  in  Institution 

•  • 

3 

H 

(0 

Quiescent 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

£ 

a-csi 
CQ  cl 

Improved 

•  • 

2 

1 

•  • 

3 

C 

o 

s 

H  o 

cn 

so 

0 

No  Material  Improvement 

•  • 

"3 

Oh 

Died  in  Institution 

•  • 

CO 

Quiescent 

1 

•  • ' 

1 

CQ  o. 

Improved 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

9 

H  g 

co  ,  >r 

u 

No  Material  Improvement 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

7 

Died  in  Institution 

2 

2 

1 

•• 

1 

•• 

1 

7 

CO 

C 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  . . 

• 

.  . 

.  . 

.  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

O 

c<3 

Improved 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

CO 

5  ^ 

No  Material  Improvement 

•  • 

•  • 

CQ 

Died  in  Institution 

•  • 

•  • 

•  | 
M 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  . . 

*3 

u 

”ca 

c 

Improved 

•• 

u 

i 

3 

£ 

o 

HD 

■JO 

No  Material  Improvement 

H 

>. 

<< 

Died  in  Institution 

3 

C 

o 

CO 

C 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  . . 

•  • 

s 

CO 

GO 

Vh 

o 

Improved 

t 

fl 

O 

W. 

a> 

No  Material  Improvement 

•  • 

z 

6 

Died  in  Institution 

■  • 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  . . 

"«0  . 

V-  CO 

<u  -a 

Improved  . .  . .  * 

.  £■  JH 

S  O 

No  Material  Improvement 

•  • 

Oh 

Died  in  Institution 

•• 

- 

Under  1  w 

eek. 

1- 

—2  weeks. 

2- 

-4  weel 
» 

<S. 

More  than 

4  weeks. 

o  5} 

CO* 

Tuberculous 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•• 

1 

'Z  o 

CO  Q. 
>  u. 
V-  3 

O 

C 

00 

CO 

Non-Tuberculous 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

o.o'-s 

Doubtful 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•  • 
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Nursing  of  Acute  or  Bedridden  Patients. 

During  the  year  the  District  Nurses  from  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institu¬ 
tion  have  continued  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  all  the  Tuberculous 
cases  referred  to  them  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  arrangement,  which 
came  into  operation  in  1925,  has  been  found  in  practice  to  be  a  most  excellent 
one,  the  visits  of  skilled  nurses  to  the  homes  of  the  patients  have  been  much 
appreciated,  having  added  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  bedridden  patients 
during  an  acute  stage  of  their  illness  or  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  life. 

The  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  sends  the 
following  : — 

Excellent  work  has  been  done  in  co-operation  with  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Town  Council  in  combating  Tuberculosis,  and  the  following 
particulars  deal  with  this  section  only  : — 

During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1929,  73  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
were  dealt  with. 

The  numbers  are  as  follows  : — 

Brought  forward  from  1928  ..  12 

New  Cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Of  these,  6  recovered  ;  the  visits  to  12  others  were  discontinued  ;  40 
died  ;  4  have  been  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatoria,  and  there  are  1 1  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  books.  There  have  been  3  repeat  cases,  one  was  diagnosed  after 
the  March  quarter  report  was  sent  in.  A  total  of  3,491  visits  have  been  paid 
to  these  cases  during  the  year. 

Appliances  have  been  loaned  out  as  follows  : — Large  Air  and  Water  Beds 
7,  Air  Rings  52s  Back  Rests  23,  Mackintosh  Sheets  25,  Nursing  Utensils 
50,  Crutches  1  pair,  Spinal  Carriages  9,  Bath  Chairs  9. 

Surgical  dressings  have  been  done  in  17  cases,  dressings  supplied  to  7. 

Nourishment  from  our  Sick  Relief  Fund  has  been  given  to  10  patients, 
and  personal  clothing  to  5. 

All  patients  who  are  unable  to  do  so  for  themselves  are  blanket  bathed 
once  weekly,  and  in  addition  are  washed  daily,  the  head,  back,  heels. 
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and  all  dependent  parts  also,  and  the  mouth  cleansed  dally.  Many  of  our 
patients  are  in  such  an  advanced  condition  that  they  need  the  greatest  care 
and  handling,  which  means  a  longer  time  devoted  to  them,  than  others  less  ill. 


PELSALL  HALL  SANATORIUM. 

On  January  1st,  1929,  there  were  15  males,  10  females  and  6  children 
under  the  age  of  15  under  treatment. 

During  the  year  50  males,  45  males,  and  13  children  were  admitted, 
and  47  males,  41  females,  and  10  children  discharged. 

There  were  8  deaths,  3  males  and  5  females.  In  21  of  the  male  and  23 
of  the  female  patients.  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

Eight  Ex-Servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  received 
treatment  at  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  21  had  previously  had  a  course  of  Sanatorium 
treatment,  20  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  72  were  early  cases, 
and  1 4  were  intermediate  cases.  Two  cases  were  admitted  for  the  purpose  of 
observation. 


Table  XIII. 


In  Residence 
January  1st. 

1929. 

Admitted 

during 

Year. 

Discharged 

during 

Year. 

Died. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st, 
1929. 

Sputum 

M. 

6 

21 

22 

2 

3 

(Positive) 

F. 

4 

23 

13 

5 

9 

Sputum 

M. 

9 

29 

23 

1 

12 

(Negative) 

F. 

12 

33 

38 

9 
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Table  XIV. 

Immediate  Result  on  Discharge. 


Disease 

Quiescent. 

I 

Very  much 

improved.  |  Improved. 

No  Improvem't 

Sputum 

M.  - 

1 

8  11 

5 

(Positive) 

F. 

5  4 

4 

Sputum 

M. 

17  5 

1 

(Negative) 

F.  1 

j 

26  6 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER-CARE  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  this  Committee  has  gone  on  as  formerly,  the 
well-attended  meetings  proving  that  the  members  are  taking  an  ever  increas¬ 
ing  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  patients. 

The  income  has  been  approximately  £40,  and  the  expenditure  £29, 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  £35. 

Sixty  necessitous  families  have  been  provided  with  gifts  of  clothing  and 
45  patients  have  received  extra  nourishment  for  varying  periods  throughout 
the  year. 

In  addition,  60  cases  have  been  considered  by  the  Committee  ;  770 
reports  being  submitted  and  410  home  visils  paid  by  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help. 

When  possible,  assistance  has  been  obtained  from  Ex-service  organisa¬ 
tions  and  local  charities. 

In  all,  25  Christmas  parcels  were  sent  to  deserving  families  who  were 
under  the  care  of  the  Committee. 

Spinal  carriages  have  been  lent  and  kept  in  repair,  accommodation 
being  provided  for  those  not  in  use  at  the  Dispensary. 
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The  Guild  of  Help  continues,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  to  carry  out  the  work  of  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
and  to  report  to  the  Committee  at  their  monthly  meetings.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  Honorary  Registrar  (Miss  Elliott)  and  to  the  Secretary  (Miss  V.  Fenn) 
for  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  to  the  Committee. 

The  After-Care  Committee  continue  to  subscribe  a  sum  of  £2  2s. 
annually  to  the  Royal  Cripples’  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  £1  Is.  to  the 
Walsall  Winter  Convalescent  Fund. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1929. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1929. 


1.  STAFF. 

The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is 
also  School  Medical  Officer,  and  two  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  one  of  whom, 
Dr.  Adam,  devotes  her  whole  time  to  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  medical  staff  during  the  year. 

The  Dental  Staff  consists  of  one  whole  time  Dental  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Tucker,  L.D.S.,  who  had  filled  this  position  for  a  period  of  thirteen  months 
and  resigned  in  August,  being  succeeded  by  Mr.  Moor,  L.D.S.,  who  took  up 
his  duties  in  October. 

t 

The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of  ten  Health  Visitors,  to  each  of  whom  is 
allotted  a  district  in  which  they  are  responsible  for  every  aspect  of  health 
visiting  under  the  Education,  Health,  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committees.  For  several  months  during  the  year  we  were  without  the 
services  of  two  Health  Visitors. 

In  addition  one  Tiurse  is  attached  to  the  Dental  Clinic,  and  attends  the 
schools  during  the  routine  Dental  Inspections,  and  two  nurses  are  attached 
to  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  one  being  responsible  for  the  Central  Clinic, 
Bradford  Street,  and  the  other  for  the  branch  Clinics  at  Littleton  Street  and 
Field  Road. 
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At  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  two  Masseuses  are  employed,  one  giving  whole 
time  service,  the  second  being  employed  on  three  days  of  the  week.  Both  are 
seconded  from  the  Birmingham  Cripples’  Union. 


2.  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  1929  there  were  in  Walsall  : — 

(a)  16  provided  Schools  with  40  departments  ;  of  these 

(b)  8  are  Senior  Schools,  and 

(c)  2  are  Central  Schools  with  one  department  each. 

(d)  12  non-provided  Schools  with  21  departments. 

(e)  1  Open-Air  Day  School  for  delicate  children. 

(f)  The  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichfield,  for  mentally  defect¬ 

ive  children. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1929, 

was  16,937,  and  the  average  attendance  during  the  year  was 

13,503. 

3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

During  the  year  further  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  the 
Schools  of  the  Borough,  the  most  important  of  which  are  summarised 
shortly  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Electric  light  has  been  installed  in  Elmore  Green  (Infants)  Schools. 

Lavatory  accommodation  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  installation 
of  modem  wash  hand  bowls  at  Butts  (Infants),  Croft  Street  (Girls),  and 
Wolverhampton  Road  (Senior  Girls)  Schools. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  at  Palfrey  and  Butts  Schools.  At  Palfrey  (Infants  and  Junior 
Mixed),  the  old  trough  closets  have  been  replaced  by  modern  pedestals,  and 
at  Butts  indoor  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the  staff  of  the  Infant 
School. 


83 


At  Croft  Street  (Girls)  School,  a  new  corridor  has  been  formed  giving 
direct  access  to  all  classrooms,  and  at  Wolverhampton  Road  (Senior  Girls) 
improvements  in  the  internal  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  to  fit  in 
with  the  re-organisation  of  the  schools.  At  several  schools  the  floors  have 
been  relaid. 

Alterations  and  improvements  in  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  other 
Schools  in  the  Borough,  particularly  Wolverhampton  Road  (Junior  Mixed 
and  Senior  Girls),  and  Palfrey  (Senior)  Schools,  are  still  urgently  required, 
and  it  is  understood  that  these  will  be  undertaken  during  1930.  At  other 
schools,  the  accommodation  that  is  at  present  provided  can  scarcely  be 
considered  adequate  ;  at  one  school  of  two  departments  6  w.c.’s  are  provided 
for  approximately  30  teachers,  300  senior  girls  and  400  juniors.  This  cannot 
be  considered  by  any  means  as  being  satisfactory,  and  we  would  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Education  Committee  to  the  very  great  desirability  of  pro¬ 
viding  indoor  w.c.  accommodation  for  the  staff  of  all  schools  where  such  is 
not  yet  provided,  and  to  provide  separate  accommodation  for  the  use  of 
senior  girls  ;  this,  too,  might  also  with  advantage  be  provided  indoors. 

One  records  with  interest  the  ever-increasing  attention  that  is  being  paid 
to  the  teaching  of  hygiene,  particularly  personal  hygiene,  in  the  schools. 
In  some  schools  daily  inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  teachers  or  team 
captains,  e.g.,  hair  campaigns,  clean  nail  campaigns,  finger  mark  campaigns, 
and  tidiness  of  dress  campaigns,  are  all  carried  out.  The  effect  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  paid  to  personal  cleanliness  has  been  noted  by  the  School  Nurses.  In 
one  school  soon  after  the  summer  vacation,  247  girls  out  of  a  total  of  280 
were  found  to  have  dirty  heads  ;  at  an  inspection  six  months  later  only  8 
were  dirty. 

In  many  schools  the  monitors,  prefects  or  team  captains  share  with  the 
senior  pupils  the  responsibility  of  seeing  that  all  cloakrooms  and  playgrounds, 
conveniences,  etc.,  are  kept  clean  and  tidy.  They  are  taught  to  take  a  pride 
not  only  in  their  own  classrooms,  but  in  the  schools  as  a  whole,  and  their 
immediate  environment. 


4.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


During  the  year,  5,085  children  were  examined  at  routine  inspections, 
as  follows  : — 
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Children  admitted  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  . .  1 ,750 
Children  comprising  the  intermediate  group  ..  ..  1,813 

Children  of  the  age  of  12  or  13  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,522 

Other  routine  inspections 

Total  . .  5,085 


as  against  5,649  in  1928.  256  children  have  been  re-inspected  as  against 

2,403,  and  7,234  special  inspections  have  been  made  as  against  7,947. 


5.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS  AND 
ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS. 

In  order  that  parents  may  have  the  opportunity  of  being  present  at  the 
systematic  medical  examination  of  their  children,  an  intimation  is  sent  out  in 
good  time.  The  response  during  the  past  year  was  fairly  satisfactory,  59%  of 
parents  attending.  In  the  case  of  the  entrants  72%  of  parents  attended  ; 
in  the  intermediate  group  59°  '0  ;  but  only  43%  of  the  parents  of  the  older 
scholars  were  present  at  the  medical  inspections.  It  is  very  desirable  that 
parents  should  attend  these  examinations,  as  it  is  then  possible  to  explain 
more  simply  and  more  fully  the  nature  of  any  defect  found  and  the  possible 
result  of  non-treatment,  than  can  be  done  in  a  printed  notice. 

A  list  of  the  defects  found  at  the  medical  inspection  is  sent  to  each 
Head  Teacher  immediately  after  the  inspection,  so  that  he  or  she  may  have 
full  knowledge  of  what  medical  inspection  has  revealed,  and  may  use  his  or 
her  influence  with  the  parents  in  having  early  treatment  carried  out. 

In  only  two  instances  during  the  year  was  any  objection  to  medical 
inspection  raised  by  a  parent. 

I  again  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  close  and 
cordial  co-operation  which  exists  between  the  school  teachers,  the  attendance 
officers  and  the  medical  staff.  The  work  of  medical  inspection  frequently 
entails  much  inconvenience  to  teachers,  particularly  when  there  is  a  lack  of 
special  accommodation  for  this  purpose.  The  teachers,  however,  can  do 
much  to  facilitate  that  work,  and  they  can  also  afford  us  valuable  help  at  their 
interviews  with  parents  by  impressing  them  that  the  advice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  regarding  their  children  should  be  taken. 
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I  am  also  indebted  to  the  attendance  officers  for  their  valuable  help  in 
dealing  with  defaulters  and  chronic  absentees.  . 

I  would  also  record  my  great  appreciation  of  the  valuable  help  which 
has  been  rendered  by  Inspector  Pateman  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  By  his  tact, 
and  courteous  but  firm  handling  of  neglectful  parents,  he  has  helped  us  in 
many  instances  in  having  very  necessary  medical  treatment  carried  out. 

6.  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

As  a  result  of  the  routine  inspections,  1,715  children  out  of  a  total  of 
5,085,  or  33.72%,  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  which  required 
treatment.  Details  of  the  defects  will  be  found  in  the  Statistical  Tables. 

These  results  show  that  a  rather  higher  percentage  of  the  children 
examined  in  all  code  groups  were  found  to  have  defects  than  in  the  previous 
year,  28%  of  the  entrants  being  found  defective  as  against  21%,  37%  of  the 
intermediates  as  against  26%,  and  36%  of  the  leavers  as  against  32%. 

Amongst  the  more  serious  defects  found,  defective  vision  again  heads  the 
list,  186  children  being  found  to  require  treatment  for  this  complaint.  In 
addition,  31  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  marked  degree  of 
squint  requiring  treatment. 

Enlarged  tonsils,  or  adenoids,  or  both,  were  found  in  158  cases.  There 
were  41  cases  of  Bronchitis,  and  22  cases  of  physical  deformity. 

There  were  42  cases  of  defective  hearing,  and  18  of  middle  ear  disease. 


7.  FOLLOWING  UP. 

Immediately  after  each  medical  inspection  at  a  school,  information  is 
sent  to  the  parents  of  children  requiring  attention,  and  where  necessary  this 
is  followed  up  by  a  visit  to  the  house  by  a  health  visitor. 

During  the  year  the  health  visitors  spent  223  half  days  at  medical  in¬ 
spections  in  the  schools,  and  afterwards  paid  1 ,836  visits  to  children  in  their 
own  homes.  In  addition,  414  half  days  were  spent  in  the  schools  for  cleanli¬ 
ness  survey  purposes,  49,239  children  being  examined.  2,311  individual 
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children  were  found  to  be  unclean,  and  2,041  notes  were  sent  to  parents  in 
respect  of  these  children.  These  figures  indicate  that  4.7%  of  the  children 
examined  as  against  4.6%  in  the  previous  year,  were  found  to  show  in  some 
degree  verminous  conditions  of  the  head  or  body. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  such 
cases,  either  under  the  Education  Act,  1921 ,  or  under  the  School  Attendance 
Bye-Laws. 

8.  THE  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

Minor  ailments  constitute  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  attending 
the  school  clinics,  and  during  the  year  11,218  attendances  were  made  at 
Bradford  Street,  6,554  at  Littleton  Street,  and  3,625  at  Field  Road  Clinics, 
as  against  15,796  attendances  at  Bradford  Street,  9,694  at  Littleton  Street, 
and  4,774  at  Field  Road  clinics  during  1928. 

The  opening  of  the  branch  clinic  at  Littleton  Street  has  helped  in  some 
measure  to  relieve  the  great  pressure  at  Bradford  Street,  but  owing  to  the 
limited  waiting  room  accommodation  at  the  central  clinic,  there  is  still  very 
great  congestion  on  Doctor’s  days. 


The  Clinics  are  now  open  as  under  : — 


Bradford  St. 

Littleton  St. 

Field  Road. 

Monday  a.m. 

Medical  Session 

Dressings 

— 

p.m. 

— 

— 

Dressings 

Tuesday  a.m. 

Dressings 

Medical  Session 

— 

p.m. 

Dressings 

— 

— 

Wednesday  a.m. 

Medical  Session 

Dressings 

— 

p.m. 

— 

— 

Dressings 

Thursday  a.m. 

Eye  Examinat’ns 

Dressings 

— 

p.m. 

Dressings 

— 

Friday  a.m. 

Dressings 

Medical  Session 

— 

p.m. 

— 

— 

Medical  Session 

Saturday  a.m. 

Eye  Examinat’ns 

Dressings 

— 
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9.  CRIPPLED  CHILDREN. 

Our  Orthopaedic  Scheme  has  now  been  in  force  for  three  years.  The 
clinic,  conducted  at  the  Central  School  Clinic  in  Bradford  Street,  consists 
of : — 


(1)  An  examination  room. 

(2)  A  splint  and  plaster  room. 

(3)  A  massage  and  electrical  room. 

The  work  of  the  clinic  has  expanded  so  much  that  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  have  a  medical  session  practically  every  fortnight,  instead  of  once 
a  month  as  formerly. 

The  Massage  Department  is  staffed  by  a  fully  qualified  Masseuse,  who 
gives  her  whole  time,  and  one  who  gives  three  days  weekly  to  this  work.  In 
addition,  two  specially  qualified  nurses  spend  one  half  day  per  week  in 
Walsall  for  after-care  purposes,  adjusting  splints,  replacing  plaster,  dressings, 
and  so  on.  The  Surgeon-in-charge,  Mr.  Percival  Mills,  F.R.C.S.,  visits  the 
clinic  twice  monthly,  and  sees  all  cases  referred  to  him. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Education  Authority  of  Wed- 
nesbury  and  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees  of  Wednes- 
bury  and  Darlaston  for  all  their  Orthopaedic  cases  to  be  examined  and  treated 
at  the  Walsall  Clinic.  During  the  year  38  cases  were  referred  by  these  Auth¬ 
orities  for  examination  by  the  Surgeon  Specialist. 

262  Walsall  cases  were  examined’by  the  Surgeoji  Specialist  during  the 
year  (177  Education,  22  Tuberculosis,  55  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and 
8  other  cases),  and  1,175  attendances  were  made  by  these  patients  for  treat¬ 
ment. 
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The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  cases  seen 
Paralysis 
Rickets 

Congenital  Deformities 
Tuberculosis 
Scoliosis . . 

Foot  Deformities 
Postural  Deformities  . . 

Knock  Knees  . . 

Bow  Legs 
Torticollis 
Other  Cases 


Total  . . 


52  cases. 
13  .. 

16  .. 

21  .. 
47  .. 

45  .. 

7  -i 

10  H 

6  I. 

3  - 

42  .. 

262  ii 


Twenty-nine  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year, 
(Education  20,  Tuberculosis  3,  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  6). 

At  the  Massage  Clinic,  131  Walsall  cases  were  dealt  with  (Education 
108,  Tuberculosis  3,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  20),  these  cases 
making  4,01 1  attendances  for  treatment. 

The  cases  dealt  with  included  : — 


Scoliosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  53  cases. 

Infantile  Hemiplegia  . .  . .  . .  9  n 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ..  ..  19  h 

Flat  Feet  . .  . .  . .  . .  8  n 

Birth  Palsy  . .  . .  . .  . .  3  u 

Rickets  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11  n 

Tuberculosis  Hip  or  Knee  . .  . .  3  n 

Other  conditions  . .  . .  . .  25  n 


Seventy-seven  cases  were  discharged  from  treatment  during  the  year. 
Scoliosis . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 


Congenital  Talipes 
Torticollis 
Monoplegia 
Coxa  Vara 
Diplegia 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Infantile  Hemiplegia 
Pes  Planus 
T.B.  Joints 
Other  Conditions 


3 

2 

1 

9 

1 

12 

3 

6 

2 
9 


cases 
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Twenty-three  Education  cases  were  admitted  from  the  Walsall  Clinic 
for  inpatient  treatment  at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  or  at  the  Woodlands. 

Mr.  Mills,  F.R.C.S.,  sends  the  following  interesting  observations  on  the 
work  of  the  clinic  during  the  year  : — 

“The  work  of  this  clinic  has  increased  slightly  during  the  year,  though 
it  might  have  been  expected  to  diminish  a  little  after  the  first  rush  of  un¬ 
treated  cases  was  over.  It  would  appear  therefore  that  there  will  be  a  fairly 
steady  stream  of  new  cases  needing  treatment  as  the  school  children  come 
under  observation.  The  number  of  new  cases  seen  was  262  as  against  241 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  no  less  than  52  were  cases  of  paralysis  which, 
of  course,  need  a  very  long  period  of  treatment.  It  is  gratifying  that  there 
were  only  21  cases  of  tuberculosis,  a  singularly  small  proportion  and  one 
which  suggests  that  the  Health  Department  of  the  town  is  particularly  well 
administered.  The  appointment  of  a  second  Masseuse  to  the  Department 
has  been  an  enormous  help,  and  we  are  now  able  to  treat  efficiently  all  the 
cases  which  are  coming  to  us.” 


10.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Non-notifiable  Disease.  152  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  42  in  the  second  quarter,  16  in  the  third  quarter, 
and  42  in  the  fourth  quarter,  a  total  of  205  cases. 

299  cases  of  mumps  were  notified  during  the  year,  235  cases  in  the 
first  quarter. 

210  cases  of  Chickenpox  and  392  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  also 
notified  from  the  schools  during  the  year,  217  of  the  latter  in  the  second 
quarter. 

Scarlet  Fever.  120  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  to  the  Health 
Department  during  the  year,  83  in  children  of  school  age.  The  cases  were 
of  a  mild  type,  and  complications  were  few. 

Diphtheria.  67  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year,  as  against  399  in  1928.  Of  the  total,  32  were  children 
of  school  age. 
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The  campaign  for  Schick-testing  and  immunisation  of  susceptible  school 
children  was  continued  during  the  year,  all  the  schools  in  the  borough  being 
visited.  A  total  of  1,815  children  and  13  adults  were  tested,  and  of  that 
number  1 ,334  children  and  5  adults  were  tested  for  the  first  time,  481  children 
and  8  adults  being  re-tested. 


Children. 

Adults. 

Total. 

No.  tested  for  first  time  . . 

1,334 

5 

1,339 

No.  positive 

721 

1 

722 

No.  negative 

613 

4 

617 

Percentage  positive 

54.0 

20.0 

53.9 

No.  immunised 

692 

1 

693 

No.  re-tested 

481 

8 

489 

Previously  positive  and  immun¬ 
ised 

284 

8 

292 

Still  positive 

61 

2 

63 

Now  negative 

223 

6 

229 

Percentage  still  positive  . . 

17.6 

25.0 

21.5 

Re-immunised 

60 

2 

62 

Previously  negative 

197 

•  • 

197 

Still  Negative 

184 

•  • 

184 

Now  positive 

13 

•  • 

13 

Percentage  now  positive  . . 

6.6 

•  • 

6.6 

Immunised 

13 

.. 

13 
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We  commenced  Schick-testing  and  immunising  school  children  in  the 
latter  part  of  1927.  All  the  schools  in  the  borough  have  been  visited  twice, 
some  three  times,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  state  exactly  what  has  been  done. 

Up  to  date  4,165  school  children  and  122  adults  have  been  tested, 
2,314  children  and  57  adults  being  found  to  be  positive.  2,314  children  and 
53  adults  have  been  immunised.  Of  the  1,609  children  and  53  adults  who 
had  the  full  course  of  three  immunising  doses  prior  to  1st  January,  1929,  284 
children  and  8  adults  were  re-tested.  After  an  interval  varying  from  9  to  18 
months,  61  children  and  two  adults  were  found  to  be  still  positive.  The 
number  is  too  small  to  draw  any  accurate  conclusions,  but  the  percentage  of 
children  still  positive  (25°  0)  on  re-test  is  much  higher  than  that  generally  given 
in  the  literature  on  the  subject.  Further,  197  children  who  had  been  returned 
as  negative  on  previous  occasions  were  also  re-tested,  and  13  of  these  were 
found  to  be  Schick  positive  on  re-test.  The  majority  of  these  were  probably 
positive  on  previous  occasions,  the  error  being  due  to  faulty  reading,  late  re¬ 
actions,  or  to  the  absence  of  the  children  from  the  schools  on  the  occasions 
of  the  Medical  Officer’s  visit. 

Of  the  children  tested  and  fully  immunised,  one  child  developed  Clinical 
Diphtheria  twelve  months  afterwards,  and  before  re-test.  One  child  devel¬ 
oped  Diphtheria  one  month  after  immunisation.  One  child  schick  negative 
in  November,  1927,  developed  Clinical  Diphtheria  (positive  swab)  in 
November,  1928.  He  was  re-tested  in  April,  1929,  and  found  to  be  still 
positive.  In  this  case  there  is  some  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  first  reading.  One  child  schick  negative  in  November,  1927,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Hospital  in  April,  1928,  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  On  admis¬ 
sion  there  was  no  clinical  evidence  of  Diphtheria,  and  repeated  swabs  were 
all  negative.  , 

So  that  of  2,406  children  fully  immunised  against  the  disease  during  the 
last  two  and  a  half  years,  only  two  children  have  developed  the  disease, 
results  which  must  be  considered  as  being  eminently  satisfactory. 


SMALLPOX. 


There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  amongst  school  children  during 


year. 
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Under  the  revised  regulations  by  the  Board  of  Education,  Certificates 
covering  periods  of  low  attendances  at  the  under-mentioned  schools  were 
issued  for  the  following  dates  : — • 


Week  ending  period. 

School. 

Reason  for  low 
attendance. 

8th  February,  1929 

Bloxwich  C.E.  Infants. 

Measles. 

15th  February,  1929 

ditto 

Measles. 

15th  February,  1929 

Bloxwich  R.C.  Infants 

Measles 

22nd  February,  1929 

Bloxwich  C.E.  Infants 

Measles. 

22nd  February,  1929 

Leamore  Infants 

Influenza. 

22nd  February,  1929 

Wolverhampton  Road  Infants 

Influenza. 

22nd  February,  1929 

Bloxwich  R.C.  Infants 

Measles. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Blue  Coat  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Tantarra  Street  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Hillary  Street  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Leamore  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Elmore  Green  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929. 

Bloxwich  C.E.  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Palfrey  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

North  Walsall  Infants 

Influenza. 

2nd  March,  1929 

Bloxwich  R.C.  Infants 

Influenza. 

9th  March,  1929 

Palfrey  Infants 

Influenza. 

11.  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL. 

During  the  year  under  review,  much  success  has  again  attended  our 
efforts  to  establish  the  health  of  the  children  sent  here  for  treatment.  The 
average  length  of  a  child’s  stay  in  the  school  is  now  8J  months.  In  spite  of  a 
few  cases  of  rather  slow  improvement,  the  average  monthly  gam  in  weight  per 
child  has  been  0.82  lbs.,  and  in  height  0.27  inches,  a  result  which  indicates 
excellent  progress  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Several  very  neurotic  children 
admitted  during  the  year  have  responded  very  quickly  to  the  happy  atmos¬ 
phere  and  healthy  conditions  prevailing  here,  and  show  a  very  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  health  and  nerve  stability. 
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The  41  children  re-transferred  to  the  normal  schools  during  this  period 
are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  maintaining  their  improved  standard  of  health 
under  indoor  conditions.  In  only  one  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  re-admit 
a  child  for  further  outdoor  treatment. 

The  school  was  kept  open  throughout  the  very  severe  weather  which 
occurred  in  February  and  March,  and  except  for  two  weeks  of  that  period, 
the  percentage  of  attendance  was  well  maintained.  This  good  attendance 
serves  to  indicate  the  improved  standard  of  health  attained  by  the  pupils  as 
a  result  of  the  open-air  treatment.  As  in  previous  years,  there  has  been  a 
notable  freedom  from  epidemics. 

Dr.  L.  C.  Adam,  School  Medical  Inspector,  visits  the  school  monthly  to 
observe  the  progress  of  the  children  and  to  examine  and  advise  in  cases  of 
special  difficulty.  In  addition  to  this,  a  half-yearly  medical  examination  of  all 
the  pupils  is  conducted  at  the  School  Clinic.  The  organisation  of  the  daily 
health  and  cleanliness  routine  is  carried  out  by  the  teaching  staff,  who  also 
supervise  the  arrangements  for  the  provision  and  serving  of  meals. 

Outdoor  lessons,  such  as  Nature  Rambles,  Geographical  Expeditions 
and  Gardening,  are  having  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  health  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  The  flower-beds  and  rockeries  which  they  tend  are  a  particular  source  of 
delight  to  the  pupils,  both  for  their  beauty  and  for  the  scope  for  pleasing 
outdoor  activity  which  they  provide. 

On  the  25th  November  the  school  was  inspected  by  Dr.  Underwood, 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Board  of  Education,  and  Sir  Roger  Curtis,  H.M. 
Inspector.  They  expressed  complete  satisfaction  with  the  educational  work, 
and  with  the  details  of  the  health  routine.  A  report  on  this  visit  subsequently 
received  from  the  Board  of  Education  contains  the  following  passage  : 

The  Board  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  school  is  conducted  on  sound  lines  in 
respect  of  its  domestic  and  medical  arrangements,  and  the  organisation  of  its 
education  arrangements.”  The  report  also  comments  very  favourably  upon 
the  keenness  of  the  teaching  staff,  and  the  high  standard  of  work  and  disci¬ 
pline  observed. 

The  school  building  itself,  however,  was  not  regarded  by  Dr.  Under¬ 
wood  as  being  at  all  well-fitted  for  winter  conditions,  and,  failing  the  erection 
of  one  more  suitable,  he  urged  the  building  of  a  rest-shed  to  provide  shelter 
for  the  children  during  the  mid-day  siesta,  and  the  recreation  periods.  It  is 
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pleasing  to  note  that  the  provision  of  such  a  shelter  is  included  in  the  building 
programme  of  the  Education  Committee.  This  will  be  a  most  useful  addition 
to  the  school,  and  will  much  facilitate  the  smooth  working  of  the  mid-day 
routine  in  bad  weather.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  found  possible 
to  carry  out  this  much-needed  improvement  before  another  winter. 


12.  SCHOOL  CAMP. 

The  Children’s  Holiday  Camp  opened  on  the  17th  May,  the  first  week 
being  a  holiday  camp  followed  by  a  week-end  camp.  On  the  31st  May  the 
camp  became  a  residential  camp  school  and  continued  as  such  for  eight  weeks. 
Boys  and  girls  have  been  in  occupation  alternately,  each  having  four  weeks. 


In  all  895  children  (576  boys  and  319  girls)  were  admitted  to  the  camp 
during  the  year,  all  of  the  children  being  carefully  inspected  by  a  member  of 
the  School  Medical  Staff  before  proceeding  to  the  camp. 


A  large  aviary  was  erected  during  the  camp  season  by  a  group  of  boys 
working  during  handwork  lessons  under  the  supervision  of  the  Camp 
Commandant.  It  is  a  very  creditable  piece  of  work,  and  its  occupants  have 
been  a  source  of  much  interest  to  the  children. 


13.  POOR  CHILDREN’S  COUNTRY  HOLIDAY  SOCIETY. 

We  are  once  more  indebted  to  this  Society  for  the  valuable  work  they  have 
done  amongst  our  delicate  school  children,  no  less  than  162  being  sent  away 
for  a  country  holiday  during  the  year.  The  bulk  of  the  children  are  sent  away 
during  the  August  holiday,  but  any  child  convalescent  from  an  illness  whose 
parents  are  unable  to  afford  the  means,  is  accepted  by  the  Society  and  dealt 
with  at  any  period  of  the  year.  The  Society’s  Country  Home  —  “  Lynwood’ 
— is  always  open,  and  delicate  children  may  remain  for  as  long  a  period  as  is 
necessary  to  restore  them  to  complete  health.  Other  children  are  sent  to 
Rhyl  for  periods  of  a  month  upwards. 


The  Country  Holiday  Society  is  one  of  the  greatest  auxiliaries  which  the 
School  Medical  Service  has. 
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14.  PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Blind.  Six  totally  blind  and  eight  partially  blind  children  are 
being  educated  at  various  special  schools  certified  for  the  purpose.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  fifteen  partially  blind  children  are  attending  elementary  schools  in  the 
Borough,  one  other  not  being  at  school. 

(b)  Deaf.  Sixteen  totally  deaf  children  and  one  child  partially  deaf 
are  being  educated  at  special  schools,  fifteen  other  deaf  children  (one  totally 
fourteen  partially)  being  in  attendance  at  the  elementary  schools,  three  not 
being  at  school. 

(c)  Cripples.  The  total  number  of  crippled  children  ascertained  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  238.  Of  that  number,  221  were  in  attendance  at  the 
elementary  schools.  The  total  number  (238)  shows  a  gratifying  reduction 
from  the  previous  year  (273),  the  result  of  the  very  comprehensive  orthopaedic 
treatment  provided. 


15.  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  educable  mentally  defective  (feeble¬ 
minded)  children  ascertained  was  1 16  as  against  98  at  the  end  of  1928.  In 
addition,  22  children  were  notified  to  the  Statutory  Committee  under  Section 
2  (subsections  2a  and  2b)  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations  as  follows  : — 
Idiots  2,  Imbeciles  13,  Unable  to  be  instructed  in  a  special  school  2,  Notified 
on  leaving  a  special  school  5. 

A  considerable  number  of  children  foere  awaiting  examination  and  classi¬ 
fication  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  our  ascertainment 
of  the  mentally  defective  children  in  the  Borough  is  far  from  complete.  The 
investigation  carried  out  by  Dr.  Lewis  and  his  staff  for  the  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  Board  of  Education  in  four  representative 
areas  of  the  Country  as  published  in  the  recent  report  would  indicate  that  if 
our  ascertainment  in  Walsall  was  complete,  the  number  of  feeble-minded 
children  would  not  be  1 16,  but  approximately  250.  We  are  a  long  way  short  of 
this  figure,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  impossible  to  devote  more  time  to  the 
examination  of  suspected  children  referred  to  the  Medical  Staff  by  the  Head 
Teachers. 
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The  lack  of  special  day  classes  in  the  Borough  for  children  of  this  type  is 
a  handicap.  A  few  classes  for  the  retarded  children  have  already  been  formed 
within  the  Senior  Schools. 

At  the  Occupation  Centre,  which  is  carried  on  by  the  Voluntary  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Mental  Welfare,  on  the  premises  of  the  Bradford  Street  School  Clinic, 
the  lower  grade  defective  is  catered  for.  The  Centre  was  extended  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  to  a  full  time  one.  On  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday, 
the  Junior  Class  (22  on  the  roll)  attend  from  10-0  a.m.  to  3-30  p.m.,  taking 
lunch  at  the  Centre.  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons  are  devoted  to  the 
Seniors  ( 1 1  on  the  roll).  Considerable  improvement  is  to  be  noted  in  the  hand¬ 
work  of  the  Juniors,  who  take  a  great  interest  in  the  work.  Great  progress 
has  also  been  made  in  the  physical  drill  and  musical  games. 

The  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help 
during  the  year  for  the  Education  Authority  in  the  way  of  supervision  and 
after-care,  has  been  received. 

Ascertainment  at  31st  December,  1929  : — 

Feeble-minded  ..  ..  ..  105 

Epileptics  and  Borderline  . .  . .  82 

Total  ..  187 

449  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of  children  under  supervision 
during  the  year. 

Twenty-five  children  are  in  residence  at  the  Beacon  School,  Lichfield. 

Twelve  names  were  removed  from  the  register,  on  the  defectives  having 
attained  the  age  of  16  years,  and  two  of  the  defectives  leaving  the  area.  Fif¬ 
teen  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Local  Authority  as  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913-1927. 

New  cases  were  ascertained  during  the  year,  and  first  visits  paid  as 
follows  : — 

Feeble-minded  . .  . .  . .  38 

Epileptic  and  Borderline  . .  . .  33 

Total  . .  71 
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Two  of  these  cases  were  referred  to  the  Statutory  Authority,  3  were  sent 
to  Institutions,  and  6  to  the  Beacon  School,  Lichfield.  Three  defectives  are 
attending  the  Occupation  Centre,  49  are  in  attendance  at  Public  Elementary- 
Schools,  and  one  was  awaiting  a  vacancy  at  an  institution.  Seven  children 
left  school  on  their  attaining  the  age  of  14  years  ;  but  remain  under  super¬ 
vision. 


Quarterly  reports  are  submitted  to  the  Education  Committee,  and  special 
reports  on  the  home  conditions,  as  necessity  arises.  Special  visits  are  made 
and  reports  prepared  for  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Boots  and  clothing  have  been  provided  for  many  sick  and  necessitous 
children.  Travelling  expenses  have  been  found  for  others  who  were  required 
to  attend  a  hospital,  and  through  the  United  Services  Fund  many  sickness 
grants  of  extra  nourishment  have  been  obtained. 

The  Beacon  Residential  School,  Lichfield,  has  accommodation  for  77 
mentally  defective  children — 45  boys  and  32  girls. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Taylor  (Superintendent)  sends  the  following  report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  during  the  year  : — 

“  Throughout  the  year  ending  3 1  st  December,  1 929,  the  School  has  been 
full  to  the  limit  of  its  accommodation.  Of  our  77  children,  25  are  drawn  from 
Walsall,  and  the  remainder  are  received  from  various  Authorities  up  and  down 
the  country.  Our  admissions  for  the  period  have  totalled  20,  and  our  disc- 
charges  1 3  children.  The  average  age  on  admission  has  been  9  j  years,  which 
is  a  much  more  satisfactory  age  than  the  1 1  years  and  2  months  as  reported 
last  year,  while  the  type  of  entrant  has  also  been  more  suitable.  Of  the  dis¬ 
charges,  two  left  the  School  at  an  early  age,  being  very  fow  grade  children, 
one  other  was  transferred  by  the  responsible  Authority  to  its  own  School, 
and  ten  left  on  attaining  the.age  limit,  viz.,  16  years.  Of  these  ten,  one  boy 
was  plared  under  guardianship,  and  is  now  working  on  the  staff  of  the  School, 
five  proceeded  to  their  own  homes,  and  four  were  placed  in  institutions  for 
further  care  and  supervision. 

Health.  The  general  physical  condition  of  the  children  has  been 
excellent  throughout  the  year.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  diagnosed  and 
sent  to  hospital  early  in  January,  and  an  outbreak  of  mumps  occurring  at 
about  the  same  time  very  mildly  affected  some  fourteen  children  besides  an 
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Attendant.  Though  some  physical  infirmity  of  a  more  or  less  serious  nature 
very  frequently  accompanies  mental  defect,  our  children  in  the  main  enjoy 
excellent  health.  During  the  summer  as  many  as  possible  slept  out  of  doors 
under  two  marquees  erected  in  the  playing  field  and  kindly  loaned  us  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Clark.  This  fresh  air  treatment  was  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyed  for  a  period  of  seven  weeks,  by  boys  and  girls  alike.  The 
services  of  the  local  practitioner,  Dr.  F.  M.  Rowland,  have  been  required  for 
minor  ailments  and  accidents,  and  during  the  year  he  has  visited  in  all  a  total 
of  fourteen  children  at  one  time  or  another.  The  periodical  physical  examina-, 
tions  of  the  children  have  been  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Inspector, 
who  visited  for  that  purpose  in  May  and  in  October.  The  School  Dentist  also 
inspected  the  children  in  April  and  in  October,  and  afterwards  made  all 
necessary  extractions  and  fillings. 

Similarly  the  vision  of  the  children  has  received  attention,  and  in  all  cases 
where  necessary,  spectacles  have  been  provided. 

Education  and  Training.  The  general  mental  development  of  the 
children  is  revealed  by  the  regular  use  of  Mental  and  Scholastic  Tests.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  the  School  Medical  Officer  has  examined  the  mental  condition 
of  the  children,  and  the  average  intelligence  ratio  for  the  School  is  nowshown 
to  be  63%  as  against  61  %  last  year.  This  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  better 
type  of  scholar  now  being  admitted.  The  Porteus  Tests  of  practical  ability 
show  a  year’s  progress  as  an  average  for  the  whole  school,  which  progress  is 
clearly  demonstrated  in  the  improved  Gardening,  Cobbling  and  Woodwork 
among  the  boys  and  in  the  very  satisfactory  Laundrywork,  Needlework, 
Cookery  and  Housecraft  now  shown  by  the  girls.  In  scholastic  work  the 
Burt’s  Tests  have  very  pleasing  results,  showing  steady  and  satisfactory 
progress  in  the  three  R’s  in  the  case  of  many  of  the  children,  and  quite  good 
progress  in  the  case  of  the  few.  The  Arithmetic  result  is  particularly  gratify¬ 
ing,  for  no  less  than  14  children  have  made  a  full  year’s  progress  in  this  sub¬ 
ject.  During  the  year  a  change  was  made  in  the  Classroom  Time-table 
whereby  more  time  was  provided  for  special  exercises  in  speech  and  in  sense¬ 
training.  The  inarticulate  speech  and  the  very  limited  vocabulary  of  the 
Defective  is  a  most  serious  handicap  to  his  social  adaptation,  while  the  dull¬ 
ness  of  his  sense  perceptions  renders  much  of  his  teacher  s  work  futile.  The 
greater  attention  to  these  matters,  rendered  more  possible  by  the  lowering 
of  the  average  age  of  admission  to  the  School,  should  presently  result  in  a 
more  alert  and  expressive  pupil  and  in  a  general  raising  of  the  standard  of 
attainment.  One  feature  of  our  training  is  particularly  deserving  of  mention. 
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So  far  as  possible,  the  general  idea  of  co-education  is  followed  out,  and  the 
boys  and  girls  are  being  brought  more  and  more  together.  Three  years  ago 
the  strictest  segregation  of  the  sexes  was  necessary,  and  the  very  closest 
possible  supervision  was  essential.  From  the  beginning  the  Junior  and 
Intermediate  groups,  that  is  children  up  to  about  13,  have  been  mixed  for 
classroom  instruction,  and  all  have  had  opportunity  to  associate  freely  on 
the  monthly  party  evenings.  Now  the  Senior  boys  and  girls  are  able  to  spend 
one  evening  a  week  together  at  various  table  games,  where  the  utmost  possible 
liberty  is  allowed  them  and  where  co-operation  in  games  and  free  conversa¬ 
tion  is  encouraged.  The  results  are  most  satisfactory.  A  pure  family  atmos¬ 
phere  is  enjoyed,  and  the  children’s  behaviour  is  more  and  more  characterised 
by  mutual  respect,  deference  and  esteem. 


Recreation.  The  children’s  leisure  time  has  been  occupied  with  in¬ 
telligent  occupations  and  pursuits.  The  Scout  and  Guide  activities  have 
been  keenly  enjoyed,  and  personal  interests  and  hobbies  have  been  encour¬ 
aged.  Outdoor  games,  such  as  cricket,  football,  and  netball,  have  been  played 
and  enjoyed  by  certain  of  the  children,  and  swimming  has  seriously  interested 
many  of  the  older  boys  and  girls,  some  of  whom  promise  to  develop  into  good 
swimmers.  In  their  outdoor  activities  these  children  are  sometimes  able  to 
compete  on  favourable  terms  with  normally  intelligent  children,  and  every 
opportunity  is  given  them  to  do  so  with  a  view  to  the  breaking  down  of  the 
inferiority  complex — an  obvious  handicap  with  so  many.  Visits  of  an  instruc¬ 
tive  nature  are  being  arranged  from  time  to  time,  and  thus  the  older  children 
in  particular  develop  an  interest  in  affairs  of  the  outside  world  and  are  not 
confined  in  thought  and  in  imagination  to  the  four  walls  of  the  school.  Some 
of  the  big  boys  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  descending  a  pit  shaft  and  explor¬ 
ing  a  coal  mine.  They  have  watched  the  local  tilemakers  at  work,  and  have 
also  inspected  the  local  nurseries.  Some  of  the  big  girls  have  been  shown  over 
the  City  Laundry  and  through  Mr.  Garratt’s  bakery.  Thus  the  narrowly 
prescribed  outlook  of  the  residential  school  is  to  some  extent  overcome. 
Very  considerable  pleasure  and  benefit  have  been  derived  from  the  children’s 
gardens.  All  the  senior  boys  and  girls  have  their  own  plots  of  ground  and 
freedom  to  manage  them  independently.  The  few  shrubs,  the  few  perennials 
and  the  very  small  quantity  of  flower  seed  distributed  among  them  have 
yielded  a  rich  harvest  of  joy  and  have  developed  a  keen  interest  in  nature 
such  as  could  never  have  resulted  from  ordinary  instruction. 


100 


Special  Events.  Our  Annual  Prize  Day  was  held  as  usual  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  Our  Chairman,  Councillor  A.  Brockhurst,  J.P.,  presided,  and  the  prizes 
were  distributed  by  Miss  J.  M.  Elliott.  A  representative  gathering  of  Walsall 
and  Lichfield  friends,  besides  some  twenty  parents,  encouraged  the  children 
whose  programme  of  entertainment  was  warmly  received.  Some  im¬ 
pressions  from  Charles  Dickens’  “  Christmas  Carol  ”  were  acted,  and  a  group 
of  carols  was  also  sung  by  the  children.  The  sale  of  work  which  followed 
upon  the  conclusion  of  the  programme  realised  over  £6,  and  the  display  of 
Handicraft,  Cookery,  Needlework,  Laundering,  Cobbling  and  Rugwork, 
etc.,  won  very  considerable  praise  from  many  of  the  visitors  who  frequently 
expressed  surprise  at  the  high  standard  of  achievement  attained  by  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  their  various  activities.  Another  December  event  was  the  Christmas 
Party  kindly  given  by  Major  and  Mrs.  Longstaff,  of  Lichfield,  who  again,  as 
last  year,  delighted  the  children  with  many  good  things  and  with  an  evening’s 
pure  enjoyment.  This  year  has  seen  our  first  outing  to  the  seaside, which  it  is  to 
be  hoped  will  become  an  annual  excursion.  Some  forty  children  who  did  not  go 
home  for  their  summer  holiday  were  taken  on  a  day  trip  to  Rhyl.The  journey  was 
made  both  ways  by  motor  coach,  and  the  whole  experience  proved  of  con¬ 
siderable  educational  value  to  all  concerned.  More  geography  was  learned  in 
that  one  day  than  most  of  the  children  could  have  learnt  in  a  lifetime  of 
confinement  to  one  locality,  while  the  large  majority  of  the  party  saw  the  sea 
for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  and  discovered  the  delight  of  swimming  or  of 
paddling  in  its  waves. 


Vacations.  Lor  both  the  Christmas  and  the  Summer  Vacations  about 
a  half  of  the  children  were  detained  at  school.  The  remainder  proceeded  home 
for,  in  some  cases,  two,  three  or  four  weeks’  holiday.  Those  who  remained  at 
school  were  able  to  enjoy  increased  license  during  these  periods,  and  were 
taken  out  on  rambles,  picnics  and  excursions  as  frequently  as  possible.  A 
visit  by  train  to  Sutton  Park  was  made  in  the  summer  and  was  keenly  enjoyed, 
while  a  picnic  on  Castle  Ring,  an  elevated  point  some  six  miles  away,  was 
considered  great  fun. 


Visitors.  During  the  year,  the  School  has  been  frequently  visited  by 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  our  Sub-Committee,  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Dr.  J.  A.  M.  Clark,  by  the  Director  of  Education,  Mr.  V.  J.  Moore, 
and  by  interested  friends  both  from  Walsall  and  Lichfield. 
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16.  DENTAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  H.  Moor,  L.D.S.,  sends  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the 
Dental  Clinic  : — 

“  Although  I  am  responsible  for  only  three  months  of  the  period,  I  must 
deal  with  the  outstanding  features  of  the  whole  year  for  your  information. 

Most,  but  not  all,  of  the  schools  of  the  Borough  have  been  visited,  and 
large  numbers  of  children  inspected  and  treated.  During  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year,  2,830  operations  were  performed,  and  during  the  last 
three  months  1,008. 

Parents  who  have  once  been  to  the  clinic  with  children  readily  return 
the  following  year  on  notice  of  dental  defects  being  sent  them,  and  the 
popularity  of  the  service  is  further  shown  by  the  fact  that  nearly  1 ,400  chil¬ 
dren  attended  voluntarily  for  treatment  during  the  year. 

The  inclusion  in  1928  of  the  clerical  work  connected  with  the  Service 
has  proved  a  heavy  burden,  but  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  without  any  radical 
changes,  I  have,  with  the  valued  goodwill  and  assistance  of  the  Director  of 
Education  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  been  able  to  organise  this  side 
of  the  work  so  that  more  time  is  available  for  actual  treatment  of  children. 
The  value  of  this  is  reflected  in  the  figures  showing  the  work  carried  out. 
M  y  attention  is  very  much  occupied  with  two  matters  connected  with  the 
Service. 


1.  Education  of  Parents  and  Children  in  Dental  Hygiene. 

1  feel  that  among  large  numbers  of  parents,  ignorance  of  the  objects  of 
tfie  Service  leads  to  refusal  of  treatment  ;  also  it  is  found  that  after  children 
h.s\e  be<  n  treated  at  the  Clinic  no  further  effort  is  made  in  many  cases  to  keep 
the  teeth  sound.  Parents  often  think  that  treatment  is  unnecessary  until 
tootliache  is  established.  Prevention  is  better  than  cure,  and  prevention  of 
dental  troubles  is  most  important  in  the  case  of  the  young  school  child. 
Preventive  dentistry  need  not  be  painful  dentistry,  and  no  child  should  be 
denied  treatment  because  of  a  parent  s  lack  of  appreciation.  Some  extensive 
lecture  work  and  propaganda  would  materially  benefit  this  aspect  of  the  Ser- 
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vice  and  reduce  considerably  the  very  high  figures  of  “  teeth  extracted. ” 
The  conservation  of  teeth  is  a  first  object  to  be  aimed  at  in  a  School  Dental 
Service,  and  again  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  feel  I  have  the  proper  support 
in  my  view. 

2.  It  has  been  found  impossible  to  deal  with  the  extra  numbers  of 
children  added  to  the  scheme  in  1928.  A  perusal  of  previous  annual  reports 
shows  that  during  the  periods  since  1 925  some  thousands  of  extra  children 
have  been  brought  into  the  scheme  without  any  addition  to  the  staff.  It  will 
also  be  seen  that  the  number  of  children  annually  treated  has  been  fairly 
constant  in  spite  of  the  extra  thousands  inspected.  The  key  to  the  position 
lies  in  the  amount  of  conservative  treatment  it  has  been  possible  to  do  each 
year.  During  1925  the  number  of  teeth  saved  represented  27.4%  of  all  treat¬ 
ment  carried  out.  With  all  the  extra  numbers  of  children  brought  in,  up  to 
1929  that  percentage  (not  a  high  one  by  any  means)  has  fallen  to  4.2°  0.  Much 
more  time  is  occupied  in  doing  a  filling  and  doing  it  painlessly,  than  in  ex¬ 
tracting  a  tooth.  It  is  much  sounder  to  give  five  children  complete  treatment 
than  to  give  ten  children  “  emergency  ”  or  partial  treatment.  The  children 
receiving  “  complete  ”  treatment  are  not  likely  to  become  “  emergency  ” 
cases  during  the  ensuing  year.  During  1929  the  Dental  Officer  had  I  1,700 
children  under  his  care.  It  was  quite  impossible  for  him  to  extend  even 
“  partial  ”  treatment  to  all  those  who  were  found  to  be  dentally  defective. 
It  was  not  even  possible  to  inspect  them  all. 

It  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  children  by  eliminating  those  of 
8  and  9  years  of  age,  and  concentrating  upon  the  5,  6  and  7-year-olds.  By 
this  means  it  should  be  possible  to  effect  a  substantial  saving  of  permanent 
teeth.  It  will  also  be  apparent  that  the  increased  amount  of  conservative 
work  to  be  done  will  steadily  reduce  the  cases  of  “  toothache,”  which  are  at 
present  so  numerous  as  to  occupy  more  than  one-third  of  the  Dental  treat¬ 
ment  time.  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  that  every  possible  measure  be  taken  to 
reduce  the  heavy  numbers  of  “  emergency  ’  cases.  It  is  noticeable  that  most 
of  them  have  previously  refused  routine  treatment,  so  that,  instead  of  the  de¬ 
fective  teeeth  being  saved,  they  are  necessarily  extracted  following  some 
days  or  weeks  of  suffering  and  time  lost  from  school. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  an  early  increase  in  Staff  is  most  necessary, 
and  that  the  matter  of  education  of  parents,  children,  teachers,  Health 
Visitors,  and  others,  should  be  carried  out  on  as  large  a  scale  as  possible  to 
draw  attention  to  the  need  for  early  dental  treatment  of  a  conservative 
nature.  Dentistry,  and  in  particular  School  Dentistry,  is  one  of  the  most 
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important  outposts  of  preventive  medicine.  I  hope  I  may  be  privileged  to 
help  the  Walsall  School  Dental  Service  to  rank  among  the  most  efficient 
in  the  country. 

In  conclusion,  a  word  of  commendation  for  the  Principals  of  the  schools 
of  the  Borough.  Their  interest  and  valuable  assistance  are  very  appreciable, 
and  their  influence  in  securing  “  consents  ”  to  treatment  is  patent.  I  have 
found  the  children  generally  to  be  very  good,  and  would  particularly  mention 
those  of  the  Beacon  School,  Lichfield.  These  children  showed  exemplary 
conduct,  and  I  compliment  the  Principal. 

May  I  offer  my  grateful  thanks  to  all  who  have  helped  in  making  the  path 
smooth  for  the  efficient  prosecution  of  this  useful  work.’’ 

17.  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

454  pupils  at  Queen  Mary’s  Schools  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
339  as  routine  inspections,  and  1 1 5  as  other  inspections. 

The  principal  defects  found  to  require  treatment  were  Defective  Vision 
(I  7  cases),  and  Dental  Caries  (39  cases).  Of  other  defects  the  principal  were 
Orthopaedic,  there  being  8  cases  of  Spinal  Curvature  noted,  41  of  varying 
degrees  of  flat  foot,  and  5  of  round  shoulders. 

The  incidence  of  flat  foot,  upon  which  I  commented  last  year,  is  not 
confined  to  the  Girls’  School,  further  observations  during  the  past  year 
showing  that  flat  foot  is  almost  as  common  in  the  Boys’  School  as  it  is  in  the 
Girls’  School. 

Dental  Caries  is  much  too  common,  and  there  is  a  marked  disinclination 
on  the  part  of  many  parents  to  have  their  children’s  teeth  attended  to. 

!  would  thank  the  Headmaster  and  the  Headmistress  for  the  great 
interest  which  they  have  taken  in  the  Medical  inspection  of  their  pupils,  and 
for  the  great  help  which  they  have  rendered  in  facilitating  the  work. 

18.  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education  are  appended. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES.  A.  M.  CLARK. 

School  Medical  Officer. 
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AREA:  WALSALL  C.B. 


Table  I. 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  1st  JANUARY,  1929,  TO 

31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 


A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Entrants  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,750 

Intermediates  ..  ..  ..  ..1,813 

Leavers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 ,522 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  . .  . .  — 

-  Total  5,085 

B.  Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  7,234 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  . .  . .  . .  256 

-  Total  7,490 

Table  II. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  I 

nspections. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

Malnutrition . 

99 

5 

4 

— 

Skin. 

Ringworm 

Scalp 

5 

1 

44 

— 

Body 

— 

1 

31 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

26 

— 

Impetigo 

18 

1 

69 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuberculous) 

1 

— 

173 

— 

Eye. 

Blepharitis 

18 

8 

56 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

3 

4 

139 

— 

Keratitis 

2 

2 

21 

— 

Corneal  Opacities  . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  squint) 

186 

69 

35 

— 

Squint 

31 

1 

3 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

2 

8 

— 
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Routine  Ip 

TSPECTIONS. 

Special  Inspections. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(5) 

Ear. 

Defective  Hearing 

42 

8 

28 

Otitis  Media 

18 

6 

41 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

5 

8 

23 

— 

Nose  and  Throat. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

68 

143 

38 

— 

Adenoids  only 

33 

18 

34 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . . 

57 

14 

148 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

28 

17 

14 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous)  . . 

15 

1 

98 

— 

Defective  Speech  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation. 

Heart  Disease — Organic  . . 

12 

— 

10 

— 

Functional 

— 

I 

2 

— 

Anaemia  . . 

16 

2 

44 

— 

Lungs. 

Bronchitis 

41 

2 

802 

— 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary —  Definite 

4 

— 

— 

Suspected 

3 

— 

9 

— 

Non-Pulmonary — Glands 

1 

— 

7 

— 

Spine  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hip 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Other  Bones 

and  Joints 

1  , 

— 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 

,  - 

Other  Forms 

— 

3 

2 

— 

Nervous  System. 

Epilepsy 

_ 

— 

19 

_ 

Chorea 

3 

_ 

22 

_ 

Other  Conditions  . . 

1 

— 

6 

— 

Deformities. 

Rickets 

1 

_ 

Spinal  Curvature 

4 

6 

_ 

Other  Forms 

17 

— 

10 

— 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases. 

443 

27 

2,759 

— 
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Table  II. — continued. 

B.  Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  UncleanlineSs 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage  of  Children 
found  to  require 
Treatment. 

(4) 

Group. 

0) 

Inspected. 

(2) 

Found  to  require 
Treatment. 

(3) 

Code  Groups — 

Entrants 

1.750 

491 

28-05 

Intermediates 

1,813 

687 

37-09 

Leavers 

1,522 

537 

36-00 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

5,085 

1,715 

33-72 

Table  in. 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

ing  in  a  School  or 

for  the  Blind 

4 

2 

6 

Class  for  the  totally 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Blind. 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Blind 

(Including 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

1 

— 

1 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

partially 

Blind). 

ing  in  a  School 

for  the  Blind 

6 

2 

8 

or  Class  for  the 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

7 

8 

15 

partially  blind 

At  other  Institutions  .. 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

(i)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

ing  in  a  School  or 

for  the  Deaf 

10 

6 

16 

Class  for  the  totally 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

1 

1 

Deaf 

deaf  or  deaf  and 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

— 

— 

— 

(including 
Deaf  and 

dumb. 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Suitable  for  train- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

Dumb  and 

partially 

mg  in  a  School  or 

for  the  Deaf 

1 

— 

1 

Deaf). 

Class  for  the  par- 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

6 

8 

14 

tially  deaf. 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

3 

3 

Feebleminded  (cases 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Men- 

not  notifiable  to 

tally  Defective  Children 

17 

7 

24 

Mentally 

the  Local  Control 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

36 

31 

67 

Defective. 

Authority). 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

3 

1 

4 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

11 

10 

21 

Table  ID. — continued. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Infectious  Pulmonary 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

and  Glandular 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Health  or  the  Board 

— 

7 

7 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

2 

3 

5 

Non-Infectious  but 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools 

active  Pulmonary 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

and  glandular 

Health  or  the  Board 

— 

— 

_ 

Tuberculosis. 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air 

Schools 

— 

— 

_ 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools  .. 

8 

1 

9 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

16 

54 

70 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

2 

— 

2 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

9 

11 

20 

Delicate  Children 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air 

(e.g.,  pre  or  latent 

Schools 

— 

— 

_ 

tuberculosis,  mal- 

At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools  . . 

21 

30 

51 

nutrition,  debility. 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

113 

176 

289 

Physically 

anaemia,  etc. 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

_ 

Defective. 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

3 

6 

9 

Active 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools 

Non-Pulmonary 

approved  by  the  Ministry  of 

Tuberculosis. 

Health  or  the  Board 

5 

4 

9 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

2 

I 

3 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

2 

2 

4 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

28 

27 

55 

Crippled  Children 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

_ 

_ 

(other  than  those 

At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 

vvith  active  Tuber- 

Schools 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

culosis),  e.g.,  chil- 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 

— 

__ 

__ 

dren  suffering  from 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

124 

97 

221 

Paralysis,  etc.,  and  ' 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

1 

1 

2 

including  those 
with  severe  heart 
disease. 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . .’ 

11 

4 

15 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools 

Severe  Epilepsy. 

for  Epileptics 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

— 

— 

— 

Special  Schools  . . 

I 

1 

2 

Epileptics. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

6 

3 

9 

Suffering  from 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

13 

10 

1 

23 

| 

Epilepsy  which  is 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . 

not  severe. 
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Table  IV. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  V.) 


Number  of  Del 

ects  treated,  or  un 
during  the  year. 

der  treatment. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

0) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

(2) 

Otherwise. 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

38 

38 

Ringworm — Body  . . 

43 

— 

45 

Scabies 

7 

— 

7 

Impetigo 

612 

— 

612 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

38 

— 

38 

Minor  Eye  Defects — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II) 

368 

_ 

368 

Minor  Ear  Defects . 

87 

— 

87 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.  . . 

3,739 

_ 

3,759 

Total  . . 

4,954 

— 

4,954 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects, 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
tioner  or  at 
Hospital 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

(1) 

Scheme. 

(2) 

apart  from 
the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint) 

539 

— 

— 

539 
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Table  IV. — continued. 

Total  Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  Prescribed. 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  354 

(b)  Otherwise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Total  Number  of  Children  who  Obtained  or  Received  Spectacles. 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . .  . .  . .  . .  263 

(b)  Otherwise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 


Group  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Received 

Operative  Treatment. 

i 

By  Private 

Under  the 

Practitioner  or 

Authority’s 

Hospital  apart 

Received  other 

Total 

Scheme  in  Clinic 

from  the 

1  otal. 

forms  of 

Number 

or  Hospital. 

Authority’s 

Treatment. 

Treated. 

Scheme. 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

132 

— 

132 

— 

132 

Group  IV.  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  —  Totals. 


(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 

Routine  Age  Groups  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  . .  7,990 

Specials  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 ,376 


9,366 

(b) 

Found  to  require  treatment  . .  . . 

7,454 

(c) 

Actually  treated 

3,429 

(d) 

Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result 

of  periodical  examinations  . . 

711 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to — 

Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  81 

Treatment  ..  ..  ..  ..  410 

—  491 


(3)  Attendances  made  by  the  Children  for  treatment 


3,838 


no 


Table  IV. — continued. 

DENTAL  DEFECTS — continued. 

(4)  Fillings — 

Permanent  Teeth  . .  . .  . .  252 

Temporary  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  119 

-  371 


(5)  Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


866 

7,028 

-  7,894 


(6)  Administrations  of  local  anaesthetics  for 

extractions  7,404 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for 

extractions  . .  . .  . .  5 


7,409 


(7)  Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 

—  396 


Group  V. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  Visits  per  School  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 3.93 

(ii)  Total  number  of  Examinations  of  Children  in  the  Schools 

by  the  School  Nurses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  49,239 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  Children  found  unclean  . .  2,311 

(iv)  Number  of  Children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Education  Authority  . .  . .  . .  — 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were 

taken — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ..  ..  ..  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  By-Laws  . .  . .  — 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


Table  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

A.  Routine  Medical  Inspections . 

B.  Other  Inspections  . 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 


339 

110 

5 


Total  . .  454 


Table  II  A. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1929. 


i 

Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

(1) 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

1 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment. 

(3) 

Malnutrition . 

_ 

I 

— 

Uncleanliness 

(See  Table  IV.,  Group  V.) 

Skin. 

Ringworm — Scalp 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Body  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 1  uberculous) 

Eye. 

1 

% 

Blepharitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conjunctivitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keratitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Vision 

(excluding  Squint) 

17 

9 

— 

— 

Squint 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

E>r. 

Defective  Hearing  ..  . . 

— > 

— 

— 

Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

I 

— 

— 
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Table  II.  A  . — continued. 


Routine  Inspections. 

Special  Inspections. 

Requiring  to 

Requiring  to 

be  kept  under 

be  kept  under 

observation. 

observation. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Requiring 

but  not 

Requiring 

but  not 

Treatment. 

requiring 

Treatment. 

requiring 

treatment. 

treatment. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nose  and  Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

— 

10 

— 

— 

Adenoids  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands 

(Non-Tuberculous) 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Speech  . 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Teeth-Dental  Disease 

39 

1 

2 

— 

Heart  Circulation. 

Heart  Disease — Organic  . . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Functional 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemia  . . 

— 

3 

— 

Lungs. 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Non-Tuberculous  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary — Definite 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suspected 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Non-Pulmonary — 

Glands 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hip 

Other  Bones  and 

— 

— 

— 

Joints 

— 

— 

Skin 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nervous  System 

Epilepsy 

— 

— 

_ 

Chorea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions  . . 

— 

1 

— 

Deformities. 

Rickets 

— 

— 

— 

Spinal  Curvature  . . 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

6 

40 

— 

— 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

— 

4 

— 

— 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1929. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1929,  giving  particulars 
of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department. 

Particulars  of  Nuisances  and  Other  Matters  reported 


by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Foul  Drains,  water  closets,  privies, 

ashpits,  sinks,  urinals,  etc. 

361 

316 

453 

485 

1815 

Offensive  accumulations 

7 

16 

8 

14 

45 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  . . 

7 

18 

5 

11 

41 

Black  smoke,  gas  leakages 
Unwholesome  premises  needing 

2 

3 

2 

3 

10 

limewashing 

Insufficient  water  closets,  ashpits, 

5 

17 

13 

30 

65 

drains 

1089 

852 

1300 

998 

4239 

Dwelling  houses  needing  repairs  . . 

137 

193 

204 

102 

636 

M 

overcrowded 

17 

16 

55 

8 

96 

Sundry 

Buildings  or  wells  un- 

— 

5 

3 

5 

13 

safe 

Insufficient  water 

,  5 

20 

13 

11 

49 

supply 

1 

15 

6 

6 

28 

To 

Defective  Spouting  . . 
Defective  street  pav- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Borough 

Surveyor 

ing  .. 

Obstructed  street 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

gullies 

Foul  smells  from 

1 

9 

5 

8 

23 

sewer  manholes 
Defective  sewer  caus- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

To  cleanse 

ing  rat  infestation  . . 
ashpits  . . 

1 

I 

4001 

Totals  . . 

1633 

1682 

2068 

1683 

11067 
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Nuisances  on  Books,  and  Number  of  Notices  served. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

No.  of  notices  on  books  31  12/28  .  . 

164 

116 

85 

117 

482 

No.  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters 

reported  during  the  year 

1700 

1740 

2103 

1766 

7309 

No.  of  informal  notices  served 

during  the  year  . . 

497 

752 

748 

686 

2683 

*No.  of  statutory  notices  served 

during  the  year  . . 

297 

388 

365 

322 

1372 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated  . . 

1612 

1650 

1910 

1767 

6939 

No.  of  notices  not  complied  with 

December  31st,  1929 

252 

206 

278 

116 

852 

*  Includes  Notices  for  Housing 
repairs  : — 

Public  Health  Act  . . 

59 

88 

45 

39 

231 

Housing  Act 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Notices  not  complied  with 
include — 

Nuisances 

10 

9 

12 

9 

40 

Overcrowded  dwelling-houses  . . 

24 

14 

47 

11 

96 

Privies  for  conversion 

29 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Housing  repairs  . . 

55 

99 

90 

32 

276 

Insufficient  drains 

7 

3 

— 

— 

10 

Insufficient  water  closets 

100 

57 

96 

49 

302 

Insufficient  ashpits 

3 

6 

2 

— 

11 

Ashpits  (1907  Act) 

17 

10 

24 

13 

64 

Workshops  for  liming 

7 

8 

7 

2 

24 

WORK  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 

(1)  Additional  Water  Closets,  Drains,  &c. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

W^ards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

W  ards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Water  Closets 

60 

25 

28 

21 

134 

Pail  Closets  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

New  Cisterns  in  W.C.’s 

256 

317 

262 

303 

1138 

New  Soil  Pipes 

Ashbins — 

- - 

2 

— 

2 

4 

Replacing  Ashpits 

415 

537 

581 

537 

2070 

n  worn-out  bins 

28 

40 

27 

20 

115 

Connections  to  sewer 

8 

1 

3 

1 

13 

Intercepting  traps  . . 

9 

1 

3 

1 

14 

Drain  traps  . . 

23 

28 

29 

13 

93 

Inspection  Chambers 

20 

7 

14 

10 

51 

Ventilating  shafts  . . 

31 

14 

12 

6 

63 

Pipe  drains,  yards  in  length 

593 

282 

363 

248 

1486 

Sanitary  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

15 

14 

7 

13 

49 

(2)  Repairs  Made. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Privies  converted  into  W.C.’s 

14 

1 

13 

1 

29 

Privies  repaired 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

Water  closets  repaired 

7 

18 

36 

29 

90 

*W.C.  pans  fitted 

57 

75 

48 

161 

341 

n  traps  fitted 

2 

4 

13 

8 

27 

ii  flushing  cisterns 

16 

65 

26 

69 

176 

Drain  ventilating  shafts 

2 

1 

— 

4 

7 

Soil  pipes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Sewer  repaired 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Drains  repaired 

12 

18 

23 

19 

72 

ii  cleared 

58 

60 

61 

84 

263 

Water  closets  cleared 

5 

14 

14 

24 

57 

Ditch  or  cesspool  cleansed 

4 

1 

1 

— 

6 

Brookcourse  cleansed 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Urinals 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Sinks 

— 

5 

6 

4 

15 

ii  fitted  with  waste  pipes 

4 

— 

5 

5 

14 

Drains  disconnected 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

New  covers  to  inspection  chambers 

3 

1 

— 

4 

8 

Houses  newly  drained 

35 

— 

1 

— 

36 

Houses  re-drained  . . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Yards  repaved 

7 

8 

5 

3 

23 

Gas  mains  repaired 

— 

2 

2 

2 

6 

S.S.  Water  laid  on  . . 

— 

7 

— 

7 

14 

Well  water  provided 

— 

’  4 

— 

— 

4 

Rain  water  cisterns  cleansed 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

*  Includes  pedestals  .. 

Insanitary  Struct 

36 

ures  Di 

36 

spenset 

31 

i  with. 

71 

174 

Privies  (replaced  by  W.C.’s) 

15 

— 

_ 

— 

15 

Ashpits  (  ii  ashbins) 

178 

222 

157 

203 

760 

W.c.’s 

8 

— 

6 

5 

19 

Urinals 

9 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 
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DRAIN  TESTS. 

120  drain  tests  were  made,  3  being  in  connection  with  houses  where 
infectious  disease  or  other  illness  had  occurred,  82  where  nuisances  were 
alleged,  10  rat-infested  premises,  8  on  application  for  sanitary  certificates, 
9  for  testing  re-laid  drains,  and  8  for  testing  outfall  from  drain.  The  number 
of  premises  involved  being  173  houses,  8  factories,  4  retail  shops,  1  public 
house,  1  farm,  1  foundry,  and  1  hospital. 

In  53  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the  agent  used,  in  30  dram  grenades  served, 
and  in  37  cases  coloured  water  was  applied. 

In  3  cases  drains  were  opened  for  examination  under  Section  41  of  the 
Public  Health  Act. 

74  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  dram  testing,  of  which  2  were  in 
connection  with  newly-laid  drains. 


ALTERATIONS  TO  DRAINS. 

21  notices  of  alterations  to  drains  have  been  received,  and  the  necessary 
inspections  have  been  made  under  the  provisions  of  Section  41  and  42,  of 
the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1923. 


WORK  DONE  UNDER  SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  IN 

DEFAULT- 

INSUFFICIENT  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

The  directions  of  the  Health  Committee  where  default  was  made  in 
complying  with  notices  for  the  provision  of  sufficient  water  closets  and 
ashbins  were  carried  into  effect,  by  forwarding  full  particulars  of  the  cases 
to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  this  resulted  in  the  work  being  done  under  his 
direction  at  38  properties,  consisting  of  1 1 6  houses,  at  37  of  which  the  water 
closet  accommodation  was  made  sufficient  by  (1)  the  erection  of  6  additional 
water  closets,  (2)  20  closets  were  repaired  and  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns, 
and  at  79  houses  ashbins  were  supplied  replacing  ashpits  or  worn-out  bins. 
The  expenses  being  recovered  from  the  owners. 
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HOUSES  IMPROVED. 
Particulars  of  Work  Done. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Houses  repaired  throughout  under 

Public  Health  Act 

68 

88 

87 

53 

296 

Houses  repaired  throughout  under 

Sec.  3  Housing  Act 

7 

— 

9 

31 

47 

Lodging-houses  repaired  .  . 

— 

6 

— 

5 

11 

Houses  re-spouted  . . 

26 

10 

14 

14 

54 

ii  whitewashed  throughout  . . 

5 

12 

12 

22 

51 

m  sash  cords  fitted  and  win- 

dows  repaired 

20 

9 

8 

5 

42 

ii  floors  repaired 

1 

1 

10 

3 

15 

ii  other  minor  repairs 

7 

9 

15 

10 

41 

New  Wash-houses  . . 

8 

— 

2 

— 

10 

Wash-houses  repaired 

7 

19 

3 

8 

37 

New  Boilers  and  Fireboxes 

5 

3 

7 

4 

19 

Boilers  and  Fireboxes  repaired 

4 

6 

8 

1 

19 

Number  of  Houses  Improved. 

| 

By  repairs 

134 

135 

155 

133 

557 

ii  improving  w.c.  and  ashbin 

accommodation 

543 

813 

793 

826 

2975 

ii  abatement  of  other  nuisances  .  . 

430 

359 

340 

395 

1524 

Total  Houses  Improved 

1107 

1307 

1288 

1354 

5056 

Unfit  Houses. 


- 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Demolished 

13 

7 

_ 

5 

25 

Closed 

6 

4 

1 

— 

11 

Eight  houses  were  closed  by  Order  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  viz.  : 
Nos.  118,  119,  120,  Little  Bloxwich  (also  demolished),  No.  263,  Green  Lane, 
Leamore,  Nos.  2,  6,  7,  in  2  Court,  Ryecroft  Street,  and  No.  10,  Wallows 
Lane. 
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Three  houses  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners  following  the  issue 
of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act  requiring  repairs,  etc.,  viz.  :  2  cot¬ 
tages,  Forest  Lane,  and  No.  85,  Bridge  Street. 

Ten  houses  were  closed  and  demolished  for  street  improvements,  viz.  : 
Nos.  87,  89,  91 , 93,  95,  97,  99,  99a,  101  and  103,  High  Street,  Bloxwich.  Five 

houses  were  demolished  by  the  owners,  forming  a  site  for  the  erection  of  other 
buildings,  viz.  : — Nos.  13,  14,  St.  Paul’s  Street,  and  Nos.  13,  14,  15  Upper 
Hall  Lane.  Seven  houses  were  demolished  to  admit  of  extensions  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Central  Hall,  Ablewell  Street,  viz.  :  No.  I,  Paddock  Lane, 
and  Nos.  35  and  back,  36  and  back,  37  and  back,  Balls  Street. 


Overcrowding  Abated. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Houses  vacated 

7 

2 

12 

6 

27 

No.  of  inmates  reduced 

6 

12 

15 

5 

38 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS. 

Only  two  applications  have  been  received  for  certificates  during  the  year  ; 
in  one  case  a  certificate  was  granted,  and  in  the  other  a  certificate  was 
refused. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  FACTORIES  AND 


WORKSHOPS. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS. 

Rooms  limewashed  . . 

8 

32 

23 

109 

172 

New  water  closets  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Water  closets  repaired 

2 

1 

4 

7 

14 

Flushing  cisterns  fitted  or  repaired .  . 

— 

4 

3 

12 

19 

Pans  fitted  in  water  closets  . . 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Water  closets — means  of  light,  ven¬ 
tilation  and  screening  provided  . . 

2 

o 

D 

_ 

1 

6 

Water  closets,  etc.,  limed  and 
cleansed 

9 

4 

1 

14 

Drains  cleared  or  improved 

— 

9 

1 

8 

18 

Other  defects  remedied 

— 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Total 

22 

57 

35 

145 

259 
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OUTWORKERS’  HOMES. 

Thirty  lists  from  manufacturers  in  the  Borough  and  others  from  Bir¬ 
mingham,  St.  Pancras  and  Westminster,  were  received  containing  67  names  ; 
12  persons  were  employed  in  8  other  districts,  viz.  : — Charlbury,  Finstock, 
Leamington,  Slough,  Stonesfield,  Witney,  Woodstock  and  Yeovil  ;  par¬ 
ticulars  were  forwarded. 


The  nature  of  the  work  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  are,  viz.  : — 


Trades. 

No. 

of  Lists. 

Contractors. 

Outworkers. 

Homeworkers. 

Male.  Female. 

Clothing 

•  • 

24 

4 

24 

20 

Chains 

•  • 

3 

1 

2 

— 

Cart-gear  (including 
buckles) 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Each  outworker  was  visited,  the  home  being  found  in  a  satisfactory 


state. 


No  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  an  outworker’s  home  during  the 
past  year.  * 


THEATRES  AND  MUSIC  HALLS. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 


REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamoie 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 
and 
Pleck 
\X  ords. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 
W  irds. 

TOTALS. 

Cowkeepers  (Wholesale) 

8 

2 

— 

— 

10 

ii  (Purveyors  of  Milk)  . . 

Purveyors  of  Milk — 

14 

5 

1 

2 

22 

Wholesale 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Retail 

20 

16 

13 

13 

62 

Milk  Shops 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  other  dis- 

6 

14 

11 

11 

42 

tricts  selling  Milk  in  the  Borough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Wholesale  (sterilizing  factories) 

1 

3 

2 

— 

6 

Pasteurisers 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Grade  A  Bottlers 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Grade  A  Dealers 

4 

8 

2 

6 

20 

Bakehouses — factory' 

4 

6 

9 

8 

27 

ii  workshop 

6 

5 

16 

12 

39 

Slaughter-houses — registered 

2 

— 

3 

2 

7 

ii  licensed 

4 

1 

5 

9 

19 

Butchers’  Shops 

26 

13 

45 

51 

135 

Ice-cream  Shops 

36 

45 

25 

62 

168 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

29 

17 

28 

27 

101 

Houses-let-in-lodgings 

— 

5 

— 

7 

12 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

1 

1 

10 

12 

Workshops 

29 

82 

56 

145 

312 

Outworkers’  homes 

— 

7 

8 

14 

29 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Hide  and  Skin  Depot 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

191 

235 

227 

379 

1,060 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE  BEEN 

CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT. 

FACTORIES.  Sanitary  accommodation  has  been  improved  at  12  factories 
as  follows  : — 

Four  additional  water-closets  provided  ;  new  flushing  cisterns  fitted 
to  6  water  closets,  flushing  cisterns  repaired  in  6  water-closets  ;  at  three 
factories  the  water  closets  have  been  screened  and  fastenings  to  doors  fitted, 
two  ashbins  provided  replacing  ashpits.  Other  improvements  at  factories 
include,  viz.  :  drainage  systems  at  8  factories  overhauled  and  repaired. 
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several  accumulations  of  offensive  refuse  removed,  and  a  nuisance  due  to  an 
escape  of  town  gas  from  a  defective  service  pipe  was  traced  and  the  service 
pipe  was  disconnected  from  the  main. 

Workshops.  In  seven  workshops  the  closet  accommodation  was 
improved  by  cleansing  and  whitewashing,  in  one  water-closet  a  new  pan  and 
seat  were  fitted.  At  four  workshops  the  drains  were  cleared  and  repaired, 
and  at  one  workshop  an  ashbin  was  provided  ;  also  1 72  workrooms  have  been 
whitewashed  and  cleansed. 

Lodging  Houses.  Ten  houses  repaired  throughout,  in  2  others  minor 
repairs  were  effected,  3  cases  of  overcrowding  abated,  1  new  water-closet 
has  been  erected  and  I  water-closet  repaired,  flushing  cisterns  fitted  to  5 
water-closets  ;  2  sets  of  drams  cleared  and  repaired,  1 4  ashbins  provided 
replacing  worn-out  bins.  At  one  house  worn  and  dirty  bedding  was  destroyed 
and  replaced  with  sound  sanitary  bedding. 

Bakehouses.  At  two  bakehouses  flushing  cisterns  were  fitted  to  the 
water-closets,  one  set  of  drains  cleared  and  repaired,  several  accumulations 
of  refuse  have  been  removed. 

Slaughterhouses.  One  set  of  drains  cleared  and  repaired,  1  floor 
re-laid,  a  sanitary'  sink  and  waste  pipe  provided  ;  new  signs  were  fitted  at 
several  slaughterhouses. 

Two  registered  slaughterhouses  have  been  removed  from  the  Register 
by  resolution  of  the  Health  Committee,  viz.  : — Slaughterhouse  at  rear  of  No. 
13,  Bridgeman  Street,  on  February  7th,  1929,  on  the  grounds  of  its  insanitary 
state  and  failure  on  the  part  of  the  owner  and  occupier  to  comply  with 
notices  issued  under  Section  45  of  the  Walsall  Corporation  Act,  1925,  and 
Slaughterhouse  rear  of  No.  7,  Digbeth,  on  April  22nd,  1929,  on  the  grounds 
cf  non-user.  (This  slaughterhouse  had  not  been  used  for  upwards  of  2  years). 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

CONTRAVENTIONS.  — 23  Cautions  have  been  given  in  respect  of  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  above  regulations. 

.  Notices  Received. 

Notices  of  intended  slaughter  have  been  received  as  follows  : — Three 
butchers  gave  notice  “  to  slaughter  at  regular  hours  on  fixed  days  each  week,’ 
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in  1,691  cases  “  3  hours  ”  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter  was  received  (in¬ 
cluded  in  this  number  were  229  notices  for  “  Sunday  ”  slaughter  and  3  for 
“  night  ”  slaughter,  i.e.,  after  9  p.m.).  219  pig  feeders  gave  notice  of  slaughter, 
170  at  private  premises  and  the  remainder  at  slaughterhouses.  In  17  cases 
where  slaughter  took  place  on  private  premises,  the  pig  feeders  were  in¬ 
formed  by  letter  that  any  further  slaughtering  of  pigs  on  their  behalf  must  be 
carried  out  at  a  recognised  slaughterhouse. 

29  notices  were  received  of  immediate  slaughter  necessary  owing  to 
accidental  injury,  etc.,  and  37  notices  of  disease  were  received  after  slaughter. 
Examinations  of  carcases  at  slaughterhouses  were,  viz. :  Cattle  4,303,  calves 
1,736,  swine  6,494,  sheep  and  lambs  18,696  ;  total,  31,429  carcases. 

Mr.  Miner  has  been  responsible  for  meat  inspection  generally  ;  Mr. 
Saville  has  regularly  visited  the  4  slaughterhouses  in  the  Bloxwich  Ward 
and  the  2  slaughterhouses  in  Leamore  Ward,  and  inspected  the  meat  dressed 
there. 


In  addition  to  examinations  at  slaughterhouses,  Mr.  Miner  reports  that 
he  has  inspected  the  following  meat  or  other  foods  at  shops  or  stores  during 
the  year,  \izi  : — 


Enghsh  Sheep  Carcases  . . 

-  Calf  n . 

ii  Pig  ii 

n  Beef 

If  If 

ii  Pork 
Bacon 

Imported  Sheep  carcases 
ii  Calf  ii 

ii  Beef 

Sheep  carcases  examined  for  Caseous 

Lymphadenitis — 

From  Argentine  . . 

From  W.  Australia 

Total  Sheep  examined  for  Caseous  Lymphadenitis 
Total  Sheep  found  to  be  affected 


208 

463 

190 

640  quarters. 
85  heads. 

6  sides. 

180  flitches. 

1,175 

2 

90  quarters. 


945 

127 


1,072 

26  or  2.42% 
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Among  other  foods  examined  are  joints  of  meat,  tongues,  livers,  kidneys, 
poultry,  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  eggs,  canned  foods,  etc. 


UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  DESTROYED. 

Tuberculous. 

Bovine. — 26  carcases  and  all  organs,  62  Heads,  9  Forequarters,  113 
pieces  of  Beef  and  trimmings,  635  sets  of  Lungs,  177  Livers,  379  other 
organs. 

PlGS. — 6  Carcases,  37  Heads,  38  sets  of  Fry,  and  17  other  organs. 


Other  Diseases,  Unsound,  etc. 

Bovine. — 14  carcases  and  all  organs,  4  Heads,  2  Hindquarters,  9  pieces 
of  Beef,  104  sets  of  Lungs,  609  Livers,  158  other  organs. 

PlGS. — 7  Carcases  and  all  organs,  3  pieces  of  Pork,  16  Frys,  27  other 
organs. 


Sheep  and  Lambs. — 19  Carcases  and  all  organs,  4  Heads,  3  pieces  of 
Mutton,  735  Livers,  37  Plucks,  19  other  organs. 


Imported  Meat.  Beef. — Several  joints. 

Mutton. — 26  Sheep  carcases. 

Apples. — 9  boxes.  Rabbits. — 1 1  English 

Herrings. — 1  barrel 


Eggs. — 2,775. 

Kippers. — 1  box 


Halibut. —  I 
Milk. — 27  gallons. 


12  lbs. 


Canned  Goods. 

Fish. — 80  tins.  ‘  Meat.— 36  tins.  Tomatoes. — 346  tins. 

Fruit. — 254  tins.  Condensed  Milk. — 441  tins. 

Other  Foods. — 22  tins.  Liquid  Eggs. — 7  tins. 


Except  in  two  cases,  the  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily  on  in¬ 
spection.  An  order  was  obtained  from  a  Justice  (1)  for  canned  smoked 
salmon,  and  (2)  for  27  gallons  of  milk. 
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Summary  of  Weight  of  Meat,  &c.  Condemned. 


Bovine, 

Tuberculous 

..  26,675  lbs. 

j 

28,758  lbs. 

Pigs, 

f  1 

•  • 

. .  2,083  u 

J 

Bovine, 

Other  Diseases 

..  16,834  lbs. 

Pigs, 

II 

. .  2,654  - 

20,666  lbs. 

Sheep, 

II 

•  • 

..  1,178  i. 

Imported  Meat. 

Beef 

389  lbs.  ' 

Mutton 

..  1060  n 

1,461  lbs. 

Organs 

12  i.  J 

Other  Foods. 

Apples 

180  lbs. 

Rabbits 

30  ii 

Fish 

193  .. 

•  2,875  lbs 

Eggs 

3873  ii 

Canned  Goods 

. .  2,0843  i.  . 

Total  53,760  lbs. 


or  24  tons. 


With  but  few  exceptions,  these  Unsound  Foods  were  destroyed  in  the 
incinerator  at  the  Public  Works  Depot,  Wolverhampton  Street. 

THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1925. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  reported  on  the  condition  of  22  cows  in  milk  on  5 
farms.  In  3  cases  the  Tuberculin  test  showed  reaction.  Evidence  of 
Tuberculosis  was  found  in  6  cows.  The  6  cows  were  slaughtered,  and  after 
post-mortem  Mr.  Paley  certified  that  3  were  affected  with  Tuberculous 
Emaciation,  and  3  were  affected  with  Tuberculosis — 1  in  an  advanced  stage 
and  2  not  advanced. 

Compensation  was  paid  in  each  case  in  accordance  with  the  scale  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Order. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Rooms  and  places  where  milk  is  stored  or  offered  for  sale  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  attention  been  paid  to  receptacles  and  utensils  in 
use.  The  requirements  of  the  Order  have  been  very  well  observed. 

An  application  for  registration  as  a  Purveyor  of  Milk  was  received 
from  a  person  in  Willenhall  :  the  application  was  refused,  as  the  premises  at 
Willenhall  were  reported  not  satisfactory. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Paley  has  inspected  the  milking  cows  in  the  Borough  at  six 
monthly  intervals:  his  report  is  given  on  pages 33-34.  Mr. Paley  submitted  a 
sample  of  milk  from  a  cow  which  he  suspected  was  affected  with  tuberculosis  : 
the  milk  was  examined  at  Birmingham  University,  and  Professor  Lewis 
reported  tubercle  bacilli  had  not  been  found  in  this  milk. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Five  applications  for  consent  to  the  establishing  of  the  business  of  a  fish 
frier  were  received  during  the  year,  and  consent  was  given  in  respect  to 
premises  situate  at  No.  17,  Reeves  Street,  Bloxwich,  No.  Ill,  Marlow  Street, 
and  No.  25c  Fieldgate,  Walsall.  The  two  remaining  applications  were 
refused,  the  premises  proposed  to  be  used  not  being  suitable  for  the  carrying 
on  of  such  a  business. 

The  business  of  fish  frying  has  ceased  at  the  following  premises,  viz.  : 
No.  99a,  High  Street,  Bloxwich,  house  and  shop  demolished  for  street  im¬ 
provements  ;  No.  14,  Rollingmill  Street,* and  No.  195,  Darlaston  Road— the 
Darlaston  Road  premises  have  been  removed  from  the  Register. 

DRINKING  WATER. 

Ten  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  analysed  —  8  samples  from 
6  wells  ;  also  1  of  spring  water  and  1  of  South  Staffordshire  Company’s 
water. 

The  South  Staffordshire  water  was  satisfactory  ;  the  6  well  waters  each 
gave  evidence  of  pollution.  In  one  case  the  owner  closed  the  well,  and  in 
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five  cases  where  the  water  mains  were  at  a  considerable  distance  and  a  piped 
supply  for  the  houses  could  not  be  obtained,  the  owners  were  advised  to 
empty  and  cleanse  the  wells,  and  to  repair  the  brickwork  with  a  view  to  pre¬ 
venting  surface  contamination. 

These  suggestions  were  carried  into  effect.  Further  samples  were  ob¬ 
tained  from  two  of  the  wells,  practically  no  improvement  in  the  con  dition 
of  the  water  was  found,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  wells  were  still  j  n  use. 

The  spring  water  tested  was  used  in  substitution  for  that  of  a  well,  it 
being  fairly  satisfactory. 

There  are  now  in  the  Borough  only  34  houses  not  having  a  piped  supply, 
and  still  dependent  upon  wells,  21  wells  being  in  use  for  drinking  purposes. 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Act  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1875 
and  1925. 

Shed  used  for  human  habitation  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  Shed 
rear  No.  42,  Coalpool  Lane. 

Order  made  to  vacate  the 
shed  within  70  days. 

Ditto. 

Van  used  for  human  habitation  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  Van 
rear  No.  52,  Coalpool  Lane. 

Order  made  to  vacate  the 
van  within  42  days. 

Ditto. 

Tramcars  used  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a  nuis¬ 
ance.  Tramcars  rear  No.  9,  Coal¬ 
pool. 

Order  made  to  vacate  the 
tramcars  within  42  days. 

Walsall  Corporation 
Byelaws,  Houses- let- 
in-Lodgings. 

Overcrowding  in  combined  living 
and  sleeping  room  occupied  by 
man,  wife  and  three  children. 
Cubic-capacity  :  900  cub.  feet. 
House-let-in-Lodgings,  22,  High 
Street. 

Landlord  fined  £5. 

Lodger  ordered  to  pay  costs 

(5/-). 

127 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disinfection  of  Bedding,  etc. 


The  “  Thresh  ”  steam  disinfector  was  used  for  disinfecting  the  following 
articles,  viz. : — 


Beds  . . 

..  299 

Bolsters 

..  196 

Pillows 

..  599 

Blankets 

..  419 

Sheets 

..  368 

Counterpanes 

..  203 

Other  Articles 

..  778 

Totals 

..  2,862 

No.  of  days  Disinfector  was 

used 

,  •  a  • 

•  •  •  • 

99 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Lime  Brushes 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

2,583 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Lime  . . 

•  •  •  • 

4,291 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  Disinfectants 

•  • 

•  • 

1,992 

Infected  Houses,  December,  31st, 

1929. 

Bloxwich 

1 

Hatherton 

Birchills’ 

Bridge 

and 

and 

and 

and 

Total. 

Leamore. 

Paddock. 

Pleck. 

Caldmore. 

Scarlet  Fever . .  2 

4 

2 

1 

9 

Pneumonia  . .  — 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Chickenpox  . .  11 

3 

8 

1 

23 

15  8  12 


5 


40 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 


Inspections — Boats. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  .  .  33 
Number  of  Boats  with  one  or  more  infringements  . .  . .  2 

Nature  of  Infringements. 

Overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Painting  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Dilapidations  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Total  . .  3 

Infringements  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  were  obtained  by  issuing  a  “  Blue 
Notice  ”  form. 

Information  was  received  that  Smallpox  contacts  were  travelling  by 
boats  calling  at  Walsall  :  special  visits  were  paid  during  the  time  the  boats 
were  tied  up  here,  the  occupants  were  found  to  be  free  from  Smallpox. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

Occupants. 

Number  of  Men  on  Boats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  54 

Number  of  Women  on  Boats  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  35 

Number  of  Children  on  Boats — 

under  5  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  13 

over  5  and  under  12  years  25 

The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  35  boats  was  for  132  adults, 
and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  108  adults. 

22  boats  had  fore-cabins,  16  of  which  were  in  use  as  sleeping  places. 

The  condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as  :  32  good,  2  fair,  and 
1  poor. 

The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

No  serious  case  of  rat  or  mice  infestation  has  been  brought  to  my  notice 
during  the  year.  Alleged  rat  infestation  at  private  premises  was  reported 
by  44  persons  only  :  each  report  was  investigated,  and  in  10  cases  suspicion 
fell  on  the  drainage  systems.  Tests  were  made,  and  in  5  cases  defects  were 
found  which  accounted  for  the  access  of  rats  into  buildings.  These  defects 
were  speedily  remedied  and  no  further  trouble  has  since  arisen. 


Prior  to  National  Rat  Week,  commencing  4th  November,  1929,  adver¬ 
tisements  and  placards  were  issued  calling  for  concerted  measures  for  rats 
and  mice  extermination.  Special  work  was  done  in  connection  with  Sewers 
Sewage  disposal  works.  Public  Parks  Allotments,  Food  Stores,  etc.,  and 
upwards  of  8,500  poisoned  baits  were  laid.  Red  squill  biscuit  was  largely 
used  with  considerable  success. 


As  a  general  condition,  it  is  found  that  where  premises  are  affected  with 
vermin  there  is  a  readiness  to  adopt  repressive  measures  in  the  early  stages, 
and  this  to  a  large  extent  accounts  for  there  being  so  few  complaints. 


Fewer  applications  for  assistance  at  allotments  have  been  received  than 
in  previous  years.  One  allotment  secretary  said  there  was  damage  by  rabbits, 
but  no  complaints  of  rats  ;  another  secretary  wrote  saying  that  this  year  two 
of  the  allottees  had  between  January  and  October  caught  294  rats  with 
ferrets  and  dogs  ;  while  a  third  secretary  estimated  that  some  dozens  of  rats 
have  been  destroyed. 


Each  year  since  repressive  measures  were  adopted,  the  number  of  rats 
in  the  Borough  has  become  fewer,  due  largely  to  all  cases  being  visited  and  fol¬ 
lowed  up  immediately  we  are  aware  of  new  centres  of  infestation. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Samples. — 16  samples  were  obtained  informally,  viz.  :  7  of  Fertilisers 
and  9  of  Feeding  Stuffs,  the  articles  taken  for  analyses  were  such  as  are  bought 
by  the  allotment  holder  or  cottage  gardener,  and  the  smallholder  or  cottager 
keeping  poultry. 
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On  no  occasion  have  I  been  required  to  take  action  as  “  official  sampler,” 
although  there  are  a  number  of  farmers  and  shopkeepers  who  buy,  or  deal  in 
considerable  quantities  of  Fertilisers  and  of  Feeding  Stuffs. 

In  1928  a  handbill  was  circulated  to  farmers,  allotments  secretaries, 
seed  merchants,  etc.,  giving  information  as  to  the  arrangements  made  by  the 
Health  Committee  by  which  every  purchaser  of  any  fertiliser  or  of  feeding 
stuffs  shall,  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  fee,  be  entitled  to  have  a  sample 
taken  by  an  official  sampler,  and  to  receive  from  the  Agricultural  Analyst  a 
certificate  of  analysis.  The  absence  of  any  complaint  from  purchasers  appears 
to  indicate  that  the  articles  are  giving  satisfaction. 

In  purchasing  small  quantities  from  retailers  in  the  Borough,  it  was 
found  that  the  requirements  of  Section  6  of  the  Act,  with  respect  to  the  furn¬ 
ishing  of  a  Statutory  Statement  with  any  Fertiliser  or  Feeding  Stuff  when  sold 
by  retail,  was  not  being  satisfactorily  complied  with,  and  on  October  8th 
1929,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  43  shopkeepers  with  copy  of  a  handbill  con¬ 
taining  certain  particulars  taken  from  the  Act  of  1926,  and  asking  that  in  any 
sales  of  small  quantities  of  Fertilisers  or  Feeding  Stuffs,  the  shopkeepers  would 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  in  the  following  manner,  viz.,  where 
the  article  sold  is  taken  from  bulk  in  the  presence  of  the  purchaser,  the  parcel, 
sack,  box,  container  or  other  receptacle  from  which  the  sale  is  made,  to  be 
marked  with  a  conspicuous  label  marked  in  the  prescribed  manner  with  the 
particulars  required  by  Section  6  to  be  contained  in  the  Statutory  Statement, 
or  otherwise,  to  supply  with  each  purchase  a  written  statement  giving  the  par¬ 
ticulars  required  by  the  Act.  For  particulars  of  analyses,  see  Analyst’s  report 
page  137. 

FOODS  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

239  articles  were  obtained  in  the  year  and  were  submitted  as  samples 
to  the  Public  Analyst  ;  of  these,  137  articles  selected  from  purchases  of  small 
lots  of  goods  (generally  groceries)  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  informally 
and  102  samples  (principally  milk)  were  taken  formally  under  the  Act.  A 
handbill  was  issued  to  all  persons  dealing  in  margarine,  directing  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  conditions  to  be  observed  when  margarine  is  offered  for  sale 
giving  full  particulars  as  to  marking  of  packages,  the  labelling  of  margarine 
exposed  for  sale  and  the  use  of  outside  wrappers  marked  margarine.  Full 
particulars  as  to  description  of  samples  will  be  found  in  the  Public  Analyst’s 
report,  pages  133-137. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1923. 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk,  etc. 


Information  as  to  dealers  in  designated  milks  and  results  of  examinations 
of  milk  are  given  on  pages  52-55. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

The  attention  of  fruiterers  was  directed  by  circular  letter  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  (Imported  Goods)  No.  3  Order, 
1928,  with  respect  to  the  indication  of  origin  being  marked  by  means  of  a 
show  ticket  clearly  visible  to  intending  purchasers  on  imported  fresh  apples 
at  time  of  exposure  for  sale.  This  requirement  has  been  fairly  well 
observed  throughout  the  Borough. 

Attention  has  been  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  ascertaining 
that  imported  eggs,  honey,  etc.,  are  marked  on  exposure  for  sale  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 


CHANGES  IN  STAFF. 

For  coping  with  additional  duties  to  be  performed  in  connection  with 
Housing,  Food  Inspection,  etc.,  Mr.  J.  Holdsworth  was  appointed  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  commenced  duties  on  June  10th,  1929.  Mr.  V.  L. 
Roberts  terminated  his  appointment  as  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
August,  having  obtained  an  appointment  lh  an  Essex  Rurjil  District,  and  Mr. 
I.  W.  Richards  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  commenced  duties  on 
October  14th,  1929. 


CONCLUSION. 


The  year  under  review  has  seen  more  marked  improvements  in  general 
sanitation  than  any  previous  year,  a  result  due  largely  to  the  consistent 
routine  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thankfully  acknowledge  the  kindly  and  unfailing 
support  shown  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
and  the  sound  advice  and  counsel  given  to  me  by  those  officials  with  whom 
I  co-operate  in  Public  Health  work. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell,  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

(Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association), 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Health  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall. 


21st  May,  1930. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYST. 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1929. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Cresswell  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1929. 

239  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  during  the  year.  All 
samples  were  taken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

137  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 

102  samples  were  purchased  with  the  formalities  of  the  Acts.  Table  A 
gives  particulars  of  the  samples. 


Table  A. 


Nature. 

Number 

Analysed. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Milk  . 

101 

5 

Condensed  Machine  Skimmed  Milk  (sweetened) 

2 

— 

Condensed  Full  Cream  Milk  (unsweetened)  . . 

2 

— 

Cream 

9 

— 

Butter 

50 

— 

Margarine  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , 

8 

— 

Cheese  (Cheddar) 

1- 

— 

Cheese  (Cream)  . .  . .  . 

2 

— 

Lard 

12 

— 

Coffee 

3 

— 

Sausage 

13 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Whiskey  . . 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

— 

Jam 

3 

— 

Damson  Jam 

1 

— 
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Table  A — continued. 


Nature. 

Number 

Analysed. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Strawberry  Jam . 

1 

— 

Mixed  Dried  Fruit 

3 

— 

Dried  Apricots 

1 

— 

Pepper 

3 

— 

Raisins 

3 

— 

Sultanas  . . 

5 

— 

Prunes 

1 

— 

Candied  Peel 

5 

— 

Dried  Full  Cream  Milk  . . 

3 

— 

Dripping  . . 

2 

— 

Honey 

2 

— 

2.08%  of  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adultera¬ 
tion  for  1928,  1927  and  1926  were  :  0.86%,  2.6%  and  4.93%  respectively. 


The  percentage  of  adulteration,  although  showing  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year  is  lower  than  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years. 


MILK. 

101  samples  were  submitted,  of  which  five,  equivalent  to  4.9%,  were 
adulterated.  The  percentages  of  adulteration  for  1928,  1927  and  1926  were 
2.3%,  6.5%  and  10.0%  respectively. 


The  average  composition  of  the  101  samples  was  as  follows  : — 


Solids  not  fat  ..  ..  ..  ..  8.96% 

Fat  . 3.44% 

Total  Solids  ..  ..  ..  ..  12.40% 


Table  B  gives  the  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples  : — 
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Table  B. 


Sample  No. 

Nature  of  Adulteration. 

Result. 

69 

3.3%  Deficient  in  Cream. 

See 

100 

20.0%  M  ii 

Chief  Sanitary 

144 

3.3% 

Inspector's 

161 

3.3%  ii  H 

Report. 

246 

3.3% 

None  of  the  milks  contained  preservatives. 

The  percentage  of  adulteration,  although  showing  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  is  much  lower  than  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

BUTTER. 

Fifty  samples  were  analysed.  All  were  genuine  and  contained  no 
preservatives. 

MARGARINE. 

Eight  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine  and  contained  no 
preservatives. 

Nine  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine. 

Table  C  gives  the  analyses  of  the  nine  samples  : — 


Table  C. 


Sample  No. 

»  1 

Fat. 

Boric  Acid. 

128 

43.68% 

Nil. 

137 

47.04% 

II 

133 

31.52% 

M 

154 

60.48% 

II 

155 

33.10% 

II 

156 

40.23% 

II 

165 

68.32% 

II 

170 

48.16% 

II 

239 

52.64% 

II 
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SAUSAGE. 

Thirteen  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine. 

Nine  of  the  samples  contained  no  preservatives. 

Table  D  gives  the  amounts  of  preservative  (Sulphur  Dioxide)  in  the 
other  four  samples  : — 


Table  D. 


Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  million  parts. 

123 

59.0 

136 

131.0 

206 

22.4 

241 

62.4 

JAM. 


Five  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine. 


Sample  262,  Damson  Jam,  contained  23.6  parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide 
per  million  parts  of  Jam. 


MIXED  DRIED  FRUIT. 


Three  samples  were  submitted.  All  were  genuine. 


Table  E  gives  the  amounts  of  preservative  (Sulphur  Dioxide)  in  the  three 
samples. 


Table  E. 


Sample  No. 

Parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  per  million  parts. 

28 

112.0 

271 

72.0 

288 

313.6 
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Statistical  Tables. 

Infant  Mortality — Table  I.  ..  After  P. 
Causes  of  Death  (All  Ages  and 
Wards)  Table  II.  ..  ..  After  P. 

Vital  Statistics  (past  12  years). 

Table  II I .  ..  After  P. 

Causes  of  Death  (Registrar- 
General’s  Returns). 

Table  IV.  After  P. 
Birth  and  Death  Rates,  and 
Analysis  of  Mortality. 

Table  V.  After  P. 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  (all  ages  and  Wards). 

Table  VI.  After  P. 
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